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subjects do 
students 
study in KS4?



Broad and balanced offer

An outstanding curriculum for all

• Something for everyone

• Specialization choices

• Challenging and engaging 

• Building on prior knowledge

• Skills for life

• Encouraging diversity

• Building character and confidence 

• Building global awareness



Our core curriculum

An outstanding curriculum for all

• English Language 

• English Literature

• Maths 

• Triple science

• Modern Foreign Language 

• New September 2026: Higher Qualification Project

• PSHE

• New September 2026: RS will be taught through educational talks, PSHE and assemblies

• Physical Education 

• Wider Reading Programme 



Core offer: Science, Maths & English

Option 1

• Students across all classes will study exactly the same GCSE content

• Tier 1 in Maths (GCSE and enrichment course) and Tier 2 (GCSE Maths only)

• English: All the same texts

• All of our students will be entered for the higher tier examinations

• Triple science not combined science

No setting 



Higher Project Qualification

• Promotes scholastic enquiry

• Critical research, analysis and project 
management skills

• Independent thinking

• Problem solving

• Presentation skills

• Prepares students for post 16 study

• Confidence

• Resilience

• Study skills and core computing skills

Core offer



* students cannot study both GCSE Product Design and DT Textiles

GCSE OPTION SUBJECT CHOICES

• History

• Geography 

• French

• Latin

• German

• Spanish

• Astronomy (taster session)

• Computing

• Photography NEA (taster session) 

• Physical Education​ (NEA)

• Food Nutrition (NEA)

• DT Textiles* (NEA)

• Product Design* (NEA)

• Fine Art​ (NEA)

• Music​ (NEA)

• Drama​ (NEA, devising and performing)



• Develops practical and applied skills 
• Builds independence, organisation, and time-management
• Encourages creativity, problem-solving, and real-world application of 

knowledge.
• Reduces pressure on final exams 
• Requires sustained commitment
• Can increase workload during busy periods of the year.
• Deadlines are fixed and must be met, leaving less flexibility than exam-

based subjects.
• Teacher guidance is limited due to strict rules, so students must work 

independently.

• Students should carefully consider whether they are able to cope with the 
demands of studying more than one subject that includes a Non-Exam 
Assessment (NEA). 

• We kindly ask for your support in encouraging your child to stay 
organised, meet deadlines, and develop the resilience needed to manage 
these important responsibilities

NEA subjects
Non Examined
Assessment



GCSE DT TEXTILES
Limited to 20 spaces

GCSE Food Preparation
20 spaces

LIMITED 
SPACES



Commitment to improved 
practical performance

Participation in extra curricular 
clubs in and out of school

Assessed in 3 sports, one of 
which must be regularly 
attended outside of school
Video evidence
NEA
Written analysis

GCSE PE 
Guidance



To develop a deeper understanding of different 
religions and ethical perspectives

Course is not intended as a platform to explore or 
promote personal faith.

Focus is on academic study, respectful 
understanding and balanced evaluation of 
religious and philosophical ideas.

GCSE RS
Guidance



CERTIFICATE IN FURTHER MATHS is not part 
of our core offer
1. What is the Certificate of Further 

Maths?

2. Why is it studied?

3. Who studies it?

4. If my child does not study it, does that 
mean she cannot go on to study A 
Level Maths and A Level Further 
Maths?



Typical reasons given for wanting to request a change

• I didn’t realise the course would focus on …. 

• There’s too much content!

• My parents thought I should study this subject

• I enjoy the subject but I didn’t do so well in my end of year exam

• I didn’t realise how much work this practical subject would be

• I had decided that I wanted to study two NEA subjects but now I am finding the workload 

too much



Next steps

• Read through the GCSE options course 
guidance booklet with your daughter

• Discuss future aspirations with your 
daughter’s teachers

• Explore what they enjoy doing

• Work backwards- career, degree,  A-Levels, 

T Levels/BTECS

• Sixth form prospectus- review A-Level entry 
requirements

• Career Advisor

• Unifrog- online platform 








