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Dear parents and carers,

I would like to extend a very warm welcome to you and your child as they begin their journey
with us in Year 7. I look forward to supporting them throughout their secondary school journey.
The transition to secondary school is an important step in developing independence and
responsibility. We encourage all students to take pride in being part of our school community by
arriving on time, fully equipped for learning, and ready to engage positively in school life.
One of the most important factors in a child's success at school is excellent attendance. Every
lesson provides valuable learning opportunities, and even small amounts of missed time can
have a significant impact. Please ensure that your child attends school every day wherever
possible and arrives punctually each morning, ready to learn.
We would also appreciate your support in helping students remember their school lanyard each
day. Lanyards help us to identify students quickly and maintain a safe environment for
everyone. Developing the routine of checking for their lanyard before leaving home each
morning will help your child settle smoothly into secondary school life.
Thank you for your support as we begin this exciting journey. I look forward to seeing you again
at our Parents’ Information Evening on Tuesday 29th September at 6pm in the School Hall.
Warm regards,
Mrs C Haskins, Head of Year 7

Key dates 

Tuesday 15th September: SET Testing Day –
school closed to students
Friday 25th September: INSET Day – school
closed to students
Tuesday 29th September: Year 7 Parent
Information Evening, 6-7pm School Hall
Thursday 8th October: Late start for all
pupils - school starts at 9.55am
19th October – 30th October: Half-term
break

During PSHE this year, Year 7 students will take
part in a programme designed to support them
as they settle into secondary school and
develop the skills needed to thrive both
academically and personally. Lessons will focus
on transition, helping students adapt to new
routines, expectations, and opportunities, while
also building confidence, resilience, and
positive friendships. 
We are also introducing our Philosophy for
Children (P4C) sessions, which encourage
students to ask questions, think deeply, and
engage in respectful discussions about a range
of interesting topics.

PSHE - what’s coming up?
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Good attendance is crucial for your child’s education, development, and wellbeing. We
encourage all parents to consult the official NHS “Is my child too ill for school?” guidance when
unsure, and to contact the school if you need further advice or support. 

 Leave of absence requests for one day of
absence should be made at least two full
school days in advance of the event.
Requests for longer leave of absence
(more than one day) must be made at least
two weeks in advance.  
For more information, visit  Reporting your
child's absence from school  

Useful information 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nonsuchschool.org/page/?title=Reporting+your+child%27s+absence+from+school&pid=291
https://www.nonsuchschool.org/page/?title=Reporting+your+child%27s+absence+from+school&pid=291


Pastoral support resources 

Off The Record  
At our free online workshops we share practical tips
and info about issues you might be struggling with
and there is also the opportunity to meet other
young people and share ideas in a safe and
confidential chat room and Zoom (there is no
pressure to appear on camera)

Children’s and Young People’s Wellbeing Service
The South West London and St Georges Mental
Health Education Wellbeing Service  offers parent
webinars across the year to help support your teen’s
wellbeing and mental health. Sign up here 
They also have a very helpful YouTube channel with
videos on a number of different topics surrounding
young people’s mental health. 

We have a range of support
services available in school to
help your child should they
need some extra support.
These include a school
counsellor, ELSA, pastoral
support officer, mental health
champions and peer mentors.
Please contact your child’s
Head of Year directly should
you have any concerns.

Pastoral support

https://www.talkofftherecord.org/sign-up/online-workshops/
https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/secondarycollege-parents-wellbeing-workshops-725989?utm-source=cp&utm-term=odclsxcollection&utm-campaign=social&utm-medium=discovery&utm-content=creatorshare
https://www.youtube.com/@educationwellbeingservice
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