NONSUCH HIGH SCHOOL FOR
GIRLS WEEKLY NEWSLETTER
26 February 2021

Dear Parents/Carers and Students,
Following our communication on Wednesday we are now writing with fuller details regarding the return to school.
This letter will cover:

Lateral flow testing arrangements and return to school timings

Face covering stipulations

Attendance expectations
This letter contains a lot of information so it will also be saved on the school website for ease of reference, with the
presentation.
Lateral Flow Tests and Return to School timings
We are working to get all students back into school as soon as possible. However, the logistics of having to carry out three
tests with each year group all within 3-5 days of each other are considerable. We also want to prioritise getting Year 11 and
13 students fully tested and back in to school. On the day when students have their FIRST lateral flow screening

test – no remote work will be set. Otherwise we will continue with our remote provision until the “Return
Date” when they will be back on the school site again.
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The second and third lateral flow tests will take place in school and students will return to lessons unless their test reveals a
positive result. We urge you to consent to lateral flow testing so that along with our HANDS, FACE, SPACE; year groups
bubbles; staggered entry and exit times and other controls such as ventilation throughout the school, we have a further
control to keep all members of our community safe.
We are trying to leave ample time for lateral flow appointments and will have music playing and a warm welcome.
Face coverings
The guidance from the Department for Education currently advises that students and staff wear face coverings in
classrooms as well as in communal areas of the school at least up until the Easter break. This guidance is not an obligation.
Our position is that we will continue to insist that face coverings are worn (other than by exempt students and staff) in
corridors, and study areas. In lessons such as PE, it is simply not practical to wear a face covering. In all other lessons,
students will be encouraged to wear them but staff will exercise professional judgment where required. For example,
students will be invited to lower their mask when making a verbal contribution if they cannot be understood otherwise. We
will provide exemption stickers for lanyards for students who we currently know are exempt from wearing a face mask. If a
student now has reason to be exempt from wearing a mask for health reasons please contact the relevant Head of Year.
Formal assessments – face coverings
Where students in years 11 and 13 are sitting formal assessments in the Sports Hall or other large venue – once they are
sat at their desk and the assessment begins, they may take off their face coverings.
School entry points from 4 March until 18 April
Nonsuch mansion is currently a Covid Vaccination centre. The Cheam Gate entrance to the park which leads to the back,
park gate entrance to the school has been blocked off by the park’s joint management committee. Whilst the site remains a
vaccination centre, pedestrians may enter the park to use the park but not to access our school site. Parents and carers will
not be able to drop off or pick up in the park. Staff and students will not be able to use the park gate to enter or exit the
school site.
Up until Easter students will need to access and leave the school at their usual times via the following entrances and exits:
Nursery slope – Year 7, Year 9, Year 12
Canteen gate – Year 8, Year 10, Year 13
Main reception door – Year 11
Heads of Year will remind students of these arrangements and staff will be on the main entrances to remind
students on their return.
It is far from ideal and having campaigned for a lower speed limit on the Ewell road I am well aware of the dangers of the
bend and the thin pavement on the other side of Ewell Road. We need to support the vaccination programme however
whilst Nonsuch park and mansion remain a centre. Therefore, we ask that parents and carers bringing children and young
people in by car should drop them off in Cheam Village. Students travelling on foot or by public transport must avoid Ewell
Road and instead walk up Anne Boleyn’s Walk to use the pedestrian crossing by the main entrance to the school site. We
want to avoid students crossing the road near the war memorial on the bend.
Attendance
Attendance is mandatory and therefore our usual attendance policy will apply. If a student or member of your family is
critically extremely vulnerable please contact the relevant Head of Year in the first instance. We are running key
assessment periods for students in years 11 and 13. They will be expected to attend and any absence will need to be
backed up with medical evidence. Any student with suspected Covid symptoms should not attend school: alternative testing
arrangements will be made in that case.
Please see the attached presentation regarding the return to school and a video showing you how the Lateral flow Tests
will be conducted – will follow.
We look forward to welcoming our students back and know that they will be looking forward to seeing each other.

If you have any queries about the information here or in the presentation please contact us via the
office@nonsuchschool.org email address and we will get back to you.
Warm regards,
Ms Cavilla
Headteacher

Miss Wright
Deputy Headteacher – School performance

KOOTH IS HERE FOR OUR
YOUNG PEOPLE.
PARENTS/CARERS/GUARDIANS
ARE ENCOURAGED TO JOIN A
WEBINAR TO FIND WHAT'S ON
OFFER AND HOW WE PROVIDE
SUPPORT.
Click the Link to choose the day and time!
Click here
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Polite Reminder - Reporting Absences
Could we please take this opportunity to remind you that the process for reporting absences remains the same. If your
daughter is unable to attend on-line lessons you need to follow the information below.
Please download the School Gateway App to improve communications with the school, view data and stay up
to date. The school will also save money as messages via the App are free.
Reporting illness and medical appointment
We would request that you use this App to report your child’s absence
for illness or medical appointments
The procedure to follow within the App to report an illness or medical
appointments is:Click on your child's name - Click on Reporting - Click on
Attendance - Click on 'Advise of Future Absence' - Complete the
information
Reporting other absences, for example music exam, interview,
extra ordinary leave
This should be requested in writing via:Website/Contact us/Absence Notification or Request
http://www.nonsuchschool.org/137/absence-notification-or-request
or
attendance email attendance@nonsuchschool.org
To download the App, just search School Gateway in your App store and download, it is free.
Apple iPhone users, download the app here: schoolgateway.co.uk/iosdownload
Android phone users, download the app here: schoolgateway.co.uk/androiddownload
Your login details will be automatically generated using the contact information Nonsuch already has, so
please make sure the details we hold for you are up to date. You can check and change these details by
sending an email to rsvp@nonsuchschool.org
If you have any questions or would like some more information, please see the School Gateway site here:
httpsschoolgat://eway.co.uk/.

Duke of Edinburgh Award
Activ held virtual training for all students who were undertaking an expedition at a
new level on Monday. Participants should now be more confident about what will
be expected during an expedition and they will know where to access additional
information on Activ’s website. Prior to the expeditions, students will have route
planning sessions with Activ.
A reminder that all expedition dates are on the school website on the Duke of
Edinburgh page. http://www.nonsuchschool.org/483/duke-of-edinburgh-2020-21
Activ held an informative meeting for parents on Wednesday regarding the
expeditions which are planned for this year. If any parents have further questions
about expeditions, please email Activ directly but be aware due to current
restrictions they are working remotely from their office.

On My Mind - Resources for Young People (Anna Freud Centre)
Mental Health organisation, Anna Freud, have curated a set of resources to 'empower young people to make informed
choices about their mental health and wellbeing'. This area of their website has been co-produced with young people
themselves.
The 'On My Mind' section includes a Youth Wellbeing Directory, to help locate local services; 90+ strategies to help when
feeling low or anxious, especially when self-isolating; and what to do to help a friend or relative.
https://www.annafreud.org/on-my-mind/
Congratulations to Mrs Shirley
We would like to extend our congratulations to Mrs Shirley (Chemistry department) who has for many years worked
tirelessly at Nonsuch to teach First Aid to generations of Nonsuch students. Mrs Shirley has been a member of the St
John Ambulance organisation for many years, volunteering hours of her time every week and is a Trainer and Youth
Leader with the organisation. We are delighted that in the recently published Honours List Mrs Shirley was recognised
for her volunteering.
Mrs Shirley has received letters of congratulation from the office of HRH The Princess Royal (Commander in Chief of the
Cadets), HRH The Duke of Gloucester and Her Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant of Greater London, as well as a personally
signed letter from HRH The Countess of Wessex.
Medallists of the Order of the British Empire (BEM): Hazel Shirley. Youth Leader, St John Ambulance. For services
to Young People in London. (London, Greater London)

Year 7 can look forward to a First Aid session with Mrs Shirley shortly. We hope this will inspire many more students to
get involved in voluntary organisations, developing skills and helping the community.

History Department
Students from Nonsuch has been collaborating with Sutton Heritage to curate an exhibition due to open at Whitehall in
Cheam this April. The following is a blog post by Kathleen in year 9 charting some of the groups progress so far.
“We have been very busy working on the 10 objects I can’t live without project and I am pleased to say COVID has not
dampened anyone’s enthusiasm! The exhibition will showcase objects that members of the Nonsuch High School for Girls
Whitehall Youth Panel group and members of Sutton South Hello Group value. The object choices are currently being
finalised and it has been a brilliant way of finding similarities between the younger and older generation. As we have
discovered, the likeness between the lists of objects compiled by each member of both committees is striking. Many from
both groups have chosen objects that can be divided into two main categories: practical and sentimental. There have been
some tear-jerking stories shared and some vital practical objects that everyone agreed on. One being chocolate, not
surprisingly, but also forms of technology were a recurring feature on all lists, a large reason being how they helped (and
are helping) us all get through lockdown(s)! Many shared stories of objects passed down from grandparents or gifts from

significant others. The virtual meetings, where we have these discussions, have been taking place on Tuesdays, usually
every fortnight. We’ve had the pleasure of working with Siobhan and Jane (two very knowledgeable women on Whitehall
and museum exhibitions) as well as Philip (the man behind helping to bring our ideas for the exhibition to life). Also, big
thanks to our teacher Mr Burton, who first alerted us about this opportunity and has been coordinating the meetings.
The virtual meetings have been lively and there has been much discussion. We’ve had our fair share of technical difficulties,
failed recordings and glitchy speaking but we’ve pulled through and our meetings definitely run more smoothly now!
Presently, we have begun to create the final list, the Sutton South Hello group and the Nonsuch girls have met (virtually)!
Ideas have been discussed on how to execute the final exhibition, ranging from Grayson Perry(esque) and slightly
disorderly to slick and futuristic. Despite not being able to meet in person and the challenges COVID has thrown in our
path, I believe all of us can agree that we’ve made excellent progress and are thoroughly enjoying the project!
For this post I asked two of my fellow group members to share their thoughts on one of their ten objects. See below for
images of their objects along with what they told me.”

My favorite object is my music, both CDs and Vinyl. I adore music and my dad introduced me to it at a young age. It’s also
a link to my heritage, music is extremely prominent in Ireland. I found and fell in love with Arctic Monkeys but also
constantly listen to The Jam, who my dad introduced me to. Despite this being ‘The Modern World’ I’m not a rap lover, I
much prefer the soft tones of Lana Del Rey or feel-good songs of The Jam. Kathleen – Yr 9

Maahi speaks about her chosen object of Playing Cards: “I chose the playing
cards as one of my objects that I can’t live without, because it has
sentimental value to me. Whenever my parents and I visited India, I always
sat down with my grandparents to play a game of Rummy – a card game in
which you sort cards into different sets. Anytime I see the deck of cards that
my grandparents gave me, it reminds me of all the fun memories of times
before COVID and how I looked forward to seeing all of my grandparents
every year.”

One of Arushi’s objects is chewing gum. I asked her why, these are her words: ‘’I view chewing gum almost as an
instrument of union. It can be offered readily, doesn’t break the bank to procure and generally leaves both people involved
in the transaction of friendship or momentary hope with a distinct curve on their faces. I think it has great practicality in
managing stress and staying focused when revising and is in general a nice treat to unwind.”

10 Objects I Can’t Live Without is due to open at Whitehall in April.

It’s National Careers Week
week; 1st – 6th March

2021 (NCW) next

NCW The Parents’ Guide To Careers for The National Careers Week has some really good resources
along with the NCW website which has links to videos, Blogs, Webinars and The Virtual Careers Fair.

NCW Spotlight Talks; Live careers talks to inspire students; 24 & 25 March, 9am to
12pm. Register now and watch live or at your leisure. This event will bring
together the UK’s leading employers and apprentices to inspire even more young
people, from all walks of life, to take up technical career routes and
apprenticeships.

NCW Explore Series; Our Explore Series events are designed to introduce students to
career paths across our subject areas (Law, Business, Criminology, Policing and Politics)
through a combination of talks, practical tasks and other activities such as a Q&A panel
with a professional. Events take place virtually across the NC Week, from 4-5.30pm and
can be booked via this link.

NCW London Universities Group Roadshow Webinar; find out more about
university opportunities in the UK’s capital city – whether you’re planning to
start university this year or in 2022. Tuesday 2nd March @ 5pm – 6pm click
here to book.

Your Cloud Journey Starts Here with AWS Educate, Amazon's global initiative to
provide students comprehensive resources for building skills in the cloud. It is a nocost curriculum providing access to content, training, pathways, and AWS services.
AWS Educate offers young learners 14 - 18 access to self-paced content designed to
introduce cloud computing skills which drive innovation in fields such as artificial intelligence, voice and facial recognition,
gaming, medical advancements, and more. For further information and sign up follow this link.

Half Term Lockdown Activities
Thank you to all Students who have been sending pictures, articles, poems etc for the weekly newsletter, we will do our
best to include them all. Please send in your baking, crafting, book reviews, in fact anything positive that you think will
help and entertain the students, Parents, Carers and School Staff, it’s a small way of us all being able to stay in touch and
keep up to date with what we are all doing.
Please send your contributions to Mrs Lambert at lambert-j@nonsuchschool.org by 10am on Thursday 4 March.
Mithra – Yr 8

Lavanya, Yr 7 – Pineapple upside down cake

Dhruthi, Yr 7 has been busy baking red velvet cake and taking pictures of these beautiful daffodils

Amy, Yr 7 – Strawberry Banana Loaf

Vidula, Yr 7 – Fluffy Pancakes

Tomato and Herb pasta

Shreeya, Yr 7 – Granola Cookies

Vegetable Pizza

Liya, Yr 10 – Ornament made from toilet rolls

Cookies

Raiya, Yr 7 – Smarties Cake

Maya, Yr 7 – Garden themed cake

Nutella Pancakes

Aditri, Yr 7 – Semolina with raisens and cashews

Aanya, Yr 8, has been busy baking cakes to celebrate family birthdays.

Leisha, Yr 8 – Pancakes

Navani, Yr – Butter Chand Cookies

Rupa in Yr 8 has been baking brownies and designing a book cover

Melanie, Yr 7 - virtual painting

Saanvi, Yr 7, had drawn a picture of the New 2020 Mars Rover and has added some interesting facts to her
picture.

Friends of the park

There it stands like a memory to all,
Surviving winter,spring,summer and fall.
While the children of the world moan.
It stands there all alone.
But the park itself has friends of its own.
Night and day;light and dark
The furry creatures and feathery friends will never leave their companion,the park.
A rose just like you
There it stands in the wintery blue,
The petals of the rose, a vibrant hue.
No friend or companion at its side,
And so its petals harden into a rough hide.
The one and only rose,
Its happiness ,a close.
A single rose alone,
Not one neighbourly clone.
When Summer returns,
Flowers will be the ferns.
There it stands in the wintery blue,
The petals of the rose a vibrant hue.
An amazing rose,a rose just like you.
By Dhanishthaa, Yr 7
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