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Dear Parents/Carers and students,
A week of further changes in which students, staff and parents are having to show a lot of resilience and
patience!
The announcement of national Lockdown came as less of a surprise than the announcement that summer
exams would be cancelled. The only clarification we have received so far is that GCSE and A-level
examinations will not go ahead in 2021, and will be replaced with “a form of teacher assessment grades”,
but with no algorithm applied to the grades.
A two-week consultation will be launched be ofqual next week aiming to determine how this will be carried
out.
The message we have sent to students in Years 11 and 13 already is


Your hard work will still be recognised. None of the effort that you have shown so far, and will
continue to show in the coming months, will be wasted. On the contrary, the new system will make
sure this is reflected in your final grade.



Your eventual results will be indistinguishable from real exams. In the long run, it won’t matter that
your results came via this system. You will still be able to progress to Sixth Form and University in the
normal way. The value of your GCSE and A-Level qualifications is not being altered and none of your
ambitions for the future will be affected by this decision.



The new system will be fair and balanced. Grades will be awarded on objective evidence and they
will be carefully moderated to ensure consistency.

You have made an excellent start to engaging with your remote learning so far – we could not be prouder.
Mass testing of staff and students using lateral flow devices
We have been equally privileged to hear from dozens of parents enlisting to support the school with mass
testing and I will be replying to all those who contacted us. We are fortunate to be in a school community
where so many families have expertise from which we can benefit so directly. Thank you for this
overwhelming response. Given the Lockdown announcement, whilst we have set up our testing site and key
staff have completed the training, we are not rolling this out immediately and so will get back to those who
contacted us to let them know we will be in touch again in due course.
Covid and absence reporting
Whilst we are in a remote learning phase we will continue with online reporting of any positive covid tests from
our students so please continue to contact the office to report positive cases of students, even though your

child is not in school. We would also encourage you to use the School Comms app to contact the school if your
child is ill.
Critical worker hub
A pupil is eligible if they have just one parent who is a key worker. Vulnerable children include those who have
difficulty engaging in remote education, and so a place can be arranged in the school hub if this is the case, in
consultation with your child’s Head of Year.
Keeping in touch
Tutors are emailing their form groups to check in with how they are coping with remote learning and how
they are feeling and whether they need further support. Tutors will continue to do so throughout Lockdown
by email and regular tutorials.
Support
As we all enter another lockdown period, we wanted to take this opportunity to reach out to our wider school
community to offer our support. We understand that there are families that might have experienced adversity
during this period, including job insecurity, caring for others and bereavement. We also understand that we
may have families whose circumstances will have changed dramatically in just a matter of days or weeks.
As a school, we may be able to help, so please do not hesitate to inform us of any change in your circumstance
or difficulties you might be experiencing. We can offer assistance for families including the following:


Loaning of devices to allow students to work independently at home.



Free unlimited data on mobile until the end of the school year with some mobile phone companies
for disadvantaged students. A scheme is available, through the Gov.UK website to increase data
allowances on mobile devices to support disadvantaged pupils. This temporarily increases data
allowances for mobile phone users on certain networks. This is so that children and young people can
access remote education if their face-to-face education is disrupted.
Schools, Trusts and Local Authorities can request mobile data increases for children and young people
who:

o
o
o

Do not have fixed broadband at home
Cannot afford additional data for their devices
Are experiencing disruption to their face-to-face education

The information is available through the Gov.UK website - see information below. We are exploring this at
school and will communicate further on this point.
https://get-help-with-tech.education.gov.uk/about-increasing-mobile-data



Free school meals vouchers where families have recently become eligible. Contact the office to let us
know.



Support with school uniform when we return to school.



Advice and guidance on accessing wider sources of support for families experiencing financial
difficulties, feeling under pressure or coping with bereavement etc. Contact your child’s Head of Year
for information.

We are privileged to be a school that now has an attached social worker. Please see the flyer attached
for further information regarding this initiative.
If you would like to inform us of any changes in circumstances or would like to discuss any support we might be
able to offer, please contact us at office@nonsuchschool.org.
Remote teaching and learning

We continue to follow our full curriculum and current school timetable in all year groups. To ensure that
remote teaching and learning can be at its most effective, teachers are using a wide range of methods to
deliver the curriculum. These include, but are not limited to, face to face contact on MS Teams, audio and
video embedded power point presentations, work sheets and bespoke on line quizzes. The demands of each
individual curriculum differ and therefore the balance between these methods will differ in different
subjects. To ensure that students have the opportunity to ask questions and receive feedback from their
teachers, within each subject a minimum of one hour out of every three hours of lessons delivered will be on
MS Teams. This may be as a whole lesson or divided up across lessons, dependent on the nature of the
material being delivered within each subject.
New staff – January leavers and starters

We would like to extend a warm welcome to Mr Siu, Mrs Daudjee and Ms Brew. Mr Siu has joined the Physics
Department this term and he will be taking over those classes taught by Mr Reise. We wish Mr Reise all the
very best as he leaves teaching to pursue other interests. Mrs Daudjee is taking over from Mrs Stewart in
Geography due maternity leave and Ms Brew is taking over from Miss Magennis in Drama due to relocating. We would also like to welcome Ms Dicken, who takes up a new post as Digital Resources Creator to
help us continue to develop our digital teaching provision.
With all our best wishes,
Ms Cavilla

Letters/Information attached to email:
All Years – Information Leaflet regarding the Social Worker in Schools project

Important Dates Spring Term 2021
12 January 2021
26 January 2021
Monday 1 – Friday 12 February
12 February
Monday 22 February
Tuesday 23 February

Yr 9 Parents Evening
Yr 13 Parents Evening
Yr 11 Mock Exams - postponed
Break up half term
Inset Day – School closed to students
Return to school, week 1

Library News
The Virtual Library
During remote learning the virtual library is available for all students. Students can contact Ms Connor, via school email, if
they require any help in finding books, information or resources.
Ebook Platform https://nonsuchschool.eplatform.co/

Access the eLibrary with a wide range of genres, on multiple devices. Students have been emailed with details
on how to log in or how to sign up!
Library Catalogue https://www.readingcloud.net/

All students have been issued with logins. Students can view all the print library holdings and reserve and
renew their current books. They can also write book reviews for House Credits. The Catalogue also has an
array of weblinks to help with research at home.
Library Frog Site https://vle.nonsuchschool.org/library

Information on online resources, ebooks and reading lists. Interactive pages with virtual book clubs, a ‘Feel
Good Friday Challenge’ and much, much more! Students can log in with their normal IT username and
password.
Personalised Book Recommendation

Don’t know what book to read next? Fill in this Microsoft Form and receive a personalised book
recommendation from Ms Connor.
Accelerated Reader (for Year 7 only): https://ukhosted38.renlearn.co.uk/2248873/default.aspx

Year 7s can keep a track of their reading and earn house points by taking quizzes on books they have read.
Targets will be set for each term.
The Day http://theday.co.uk/

A current affair and a daily news website to keep students up to date with the latest and most important
events and stories from around the world.
Username: Nonsuchgirls

Password: Cheam

JSTOR https://www.jstor.org/action/showLogin

A database of academic journal articles, books and primary sources in 75 disciplines.
Username: Nonsuch

Password: Library

Library Twitter – @NonsuchLibrary

Current library news with book recommendations and links.

Year 7 Word Millionarie Readers
Well done to the Year 7s who have been avid readers during the Autumn Term. They have followed the Accelerated
Reader scheme and taken a quiz after each book they have read. Certificates and House Credits will be distributed to those
students who have met their reading target, via email in the next few weeks. Congratulations to the following students
who have all read over a million words:
Medha, Ava, Emma, Emily, Janani, Arlene, Diya, Shriya, Unnathi, Shailini, Shreeya, Minseo, Aysenur, Kruti, Najiyah, Aurora,
Emilka, Arshia, Sanjana, Parinaya, Sahaana, Hirthooshini, Darshni.

Bookbuzz
Nonsuch is taking part in Bookbuzz again this academic year. Bookbuzz is a scheme which gives all Year 7 students a
book, of their very own, to keep. There were 17 books to choose from this year and last term Year 7 students enjoyed
selecting their favourite book so the order could be placed. Students will be able to take their book home when the school
building reopens, but in the meantime, students might like to visit the Bookbuzz website which has activities and
competitions to enter: https://www.booktrust.org.uk/what-we-do/programmes-and-campaigns/bookbuzz/students/

Place 2 Be’s Children’s Mental Health Week
Between 1 and 7 February is Place 2 Be’s Childrens Mental Health week. Please click on
the link below for more information.

https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/schools-and-youth-groups/

Roses Project
We would like to acknowledge the outstanding organisation, leadership and initiative of Saron in Year 12 in the planning
and implementation of the Roses project. Saron inspired her team and fellow students and staff to buy and sell over 750
roses, raising a fantastic £429 for the Stephen Lawrence Trust. Well done Saron.

Join a live Q&A session for young people with Tim Peake. Astronaut Tim Peake will be taking part in an exclusive free
virtual Q&A session for young people aged 11-18 on Thursday 21 January 2021, from 5-6pm GMT. Young people can
submit their questions in advance about Tim’s time at the International Space Station, his chances of joining NASA’s
Artemis Program to return astronauts to the moon by 2024, plus STEM careers and opportunities in the space industry via
this link. Please note that for GDPR purposes, parents/guardians/carers must register for the event on behalf of under-18s

Bear Grylls on chasing your personal purpose
Interesting article on the power of individual purpose; What would be your advice to
people chasing their dreams?, Why do you think failure is so important?.....

Whilst employers are finding it very difficult to
offer students in-workplace work experience
they are now offering some very good virtual
placements. Work experience is still a vital tool
in helping students learn the soft skills that are essential for the real world and
whilst in-work placements are limited students are encouraged to take part in a
virtual placement in an area they are interested in.
You can view various placements on offer via Springpod and Speakers for Schools. There
are various opportunities available including during February half term and the age criteria
ranges between 14 and 18. Many of our students have already taken part in the
programmes and the feedback has been very positive.
Please download the School Gateway App
Please download the School Gateway App to improve communications with the school, view data and stay up
to date. The school will also save money as messages via the App are free.
Reporting illness and medical appointment
We would request that you use this App to report your child’s absence
for illness or medical appointments
The procedure to follow within the App to report an illness or medical
appointments is:Click on your child's name - Click on Reporting - Click on
Attendance - Click on 'Advise of Future Absence' - Complete the
information

Reporting other absences, for example music exam, interview,
extra ordinary leave
This should be requested in writing via:Website/Contact us/Absence Notification or Request
http://www.nonsuchschool.org/137/absence-notification-or-request
or
attendance email attendance@nonsuchschool.org
To download the App, just search School Gateway in your App store and download, it is free.
Apple iPhone users, download the app here: schoolgateway.co.uk/iosdownload
Android phone users, download the app here: schoolgateway.co.uk/androiddownload
Your login details will be automatically generated using the contact information Nonsuch already has, so
please make sure the details we hold for you are up to date. You can check and change these details by
sending an email to rsvp@nonsuchschool.org
If you have any questions or would like some more information, please see the School Gateway site here:
https://schoolgateway.co.uk/.
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: 020 8394 3400
Website: www.nonsuchschool.org
Contact Us: office@nonsuchschool.org
Twitter: https://twitter.com/NonsuchHSG
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