NONSUCH HIGH SCHOOL FOR
GIRLS WEEKLY NEWSLETTER
11 December 2020

Dear Parents, Carers and Students,
This letter is addressed to our students as well as they are included in the distribution list and I am reliably informed that
many read the newsletter so please accept this as a warm welcome to the newsletter. In these times of managing school
life through constraints imposed by the pandemic, the newsletter serves as a useful touch point.
Change of Arrangements to End of Autumn Term
Further to the letter sent to all parents/carers on Wednesday 9 December from Mrs Smith, CEO, Nonsuch will be closing for
the Christmas Holidays on Thursday 17 December and not Friday 18 December as previously advertised. School will
finish at the usual time under the current arrangements on Thursday, i.e. it will not be a half day.
Whilst our term for students ends a day earlier than we had anticipated, we have planned a proper end to the autumn term
thanks to our House Competition coordinator, Mrs Traynor and the PTA. They have liaised in order to create a virtual school
fundraising event that replaces the annual Christmas Fair but still involves our students. You will see the PTA advert below
and in their newsletter. We are indebted to their ingenuity and commitment to the school and we look forward to seeing
what the students will produce in the way of songs and other activities. Thursday 17 December is the last day of term and
it is a mufti day on which students are invited to wear sparkly, green or red or Christmas/Winter-themed clothes. They
should also bring in £1.00 to go to the PTA for the privilege of mufti. Below are details of further competitions that are
fundraisers with great prizes so where possible, students should bring in a couple of extra pounds to get involved.
Nonsuch Mansion – Covid vaccination centre
The school was advised this week that as of Monday 14 December, Nonsuch Mansion becomes a Covid-19 Vaccination
Centre. This is being organised by Sutton Primary Care networks. It will mean extra traffic coming into Nonsuch Park and
pressure on parking spaces so all we can do is raise your awareness and ask that students gather on the school side of the
back entrance to the school only – not in the car park. We would encourage parents to drop students off in Cheam village
and for more students to use the pedestrian crossing by the front school entrance and enter via the canteen or nursery
school gates.
Covid-19 updates and remote learning
Our Covid safety measures have worked effectively to keep the number of cases in school as low as possible and to keep
staff safe too so that school can continue to run. It relies heavily on everyone sticking to the prescribed routes, corridors
and routines, including the wearing of face coverings in corridors and communal areas. Where remote learning has to take
place, the use of MS Teams and FROG has allowed continuity of education.
We also rely on families keeping children off school if feeling unwell to avoid further transmission of Covid-19 and selfisolating if someone in the household is experiencing symptoms or awaiting the outcome of a test.
Please see attached a guide to reporting any positive cases during the holiday period to facilitate school contact tracing.
Safeguarding
SHARP stands for School Help Advice Reporting Page. It is an online system which facilitates confidential reporting of
safeguarding concerns. It will go live in the Spring term and be accessible from the school website from the “quick links”
drop down menu.
In these challenging times, young people may need to speak to someone off the record if they are struggling during the
holidays as well as term time – so please also see attached information regarding a Winter Holiday Support Line.

Diversity & Inclusion strategy – updates
The CARE leadership council met on 1 December to finalise the integrated discrimination and bullying reporting form
following feedback from school council and this will be rolled out at the same time as the SHARP safeguarding system. Our
student leaders are looking at a CARE council sub committee structure to involve students in various aspects of their work –
communications, well-being etc, to ensure clear roles and responsibilities for students in all year groups wishing to be
Champions of Anti-Racism and Equality.
Staff training on micro-aggressions and other aspects of anti-racism took place on 3 December and it provided a valuable
space for sharing and learning.
The BLM drop-ins continue to be well attended by a wide range of students who have questions or experiences to share.
This group is now supported by a growing number of staff across the school who facilitate these sessions.
I attended a meeting of Community Action Sutton along with a Nonsuch parent to join their Fairness Commission Race
Equality Taskforce. This provided an opportunity to understand what was happening at borough level and to share the
work and journey of our school and discuss the opportunities afforded by Unicef’s Rights Respecting Schools framework.
This is a framework we shall be looking into as also recommended by the Girls Learning Trust Race Equality steering
committee.
On Monday 14 December, the organisation Stop Hate is speaking to staff in preparation for PSHE sessions for students next
term.
This will be the last newsletter of the term but please do look out for messages on our School Comms system for parents.
With best wishes for a safe and peaceful break,
Ms Cavilla

Letters and Notices attached to this email:
All Years – PTA Newsletter
All Years – Winter Holiday Support Line
All Years – Winter Holiday Nonsuch Contact Tracing IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Important Dates Autumn Term 2020
Thursday 17 December

Break up Christmas Holidays
Important Dates Spring Term 2021

4 January 2021
12 January 2021
19 January 2021
26 January 2021
Monday 1 – Friday 12 February
12 February
Monday 22 February
Tuesday 23 February

Return to school – week 1
Yr 9 Parents Evening
Yr 12 Study at Home Day
Yr 13 Parents Evening
Yr 11 Mock Exams
Break up half term
Inset Day – School closed to students
Return to school, week 1

Year 12 Study Day
Year 12 will have a study day on Tuesday 19 January and therefore students are not required to attend school on this day.
Subject staff will provide work for the lesson students will miss.
Students in Year 12 are being given the study day in order to facilitate a Sixth Form Taster Day for our Year 11 students.
Please be assured that students will be provided with sufficient work in order that their learning is not negatively affected.

Guildhall School of Music
Congratulations to Yuqing in Year 9 who has been accepted into the Guildhall Music School to study the piano. She is
looking forward to starting the course. Very well done!

Our Alumni Buddy Programme with Year 12 (now Year 13) students has now
been running for nearly 8 months and has been really well received, as you can
see from some of the comments below;
“The buddy programme is going really well for me! Rosemary and I still email
each other each week, and we seem to be getting along well. I am enjoying it
a lot, and I always look forward to when she next emails. Thank you for setting
up this programme - it has been a really great opportunity!” Naashiya (student)
“I just wanted to say how much I’ve enjoyed receiving the weekly emails from my buddy Emily Gorton. Having retired from
teaching sixth formers some years ago now, it’s been so good for me to hear about school life especially in these strange
times. Emily has so many interests and has vividly described her experiences of the Duke of Edinburgh award expedition to
Wales in the most appalling weather as well as her family holiday in the Peak District. I have followed her progress with
university admissions and coping with the new arrangements at school. She always shows an interest in my life during
lockdown and has appreciated seeing some photos of my friends from Nonsuch who are still in touch with me. Emily
sounds a delightful girl who writes so well and deserves to do extremely well in her future studies and career.” Susan
(Alumna)
“I enjoyed hearing about present day Nonsuch. However I was very disappointed to learn that the quadrangle has lost its
tortoises, they used to brighten my day when changing classrooms. It's good to see that Nonsuch is still encouraging the
sciences, too many people are put off by them.” Helen (Alumna)
“I speak to my buddy Peggy at least once a week. It's genuinely one of the highlights of both of our weeks and I have
learnt a fair bit about what Nonsuch was like during the 1940's.” Olivia (student)

Achiever’s Network 8! - Sudipta Yr 11

Just under a year ago, I was invited to apply to Achievers Network 8, organised by the Jack Petchey Foundation. The
programme joins past JPF Achievement Award winners, Speak Out Challenge participants and Step Into Dance
Ambassadors.
Once I joined, I realised that everyone there was unique and slowly, AN8 grew into a family. We had the opportunity to
participate in multiple activities, all working towards building and strengthening our skills- teamwork, leadership, public
speaking and many more.
My favourite part of the whole experience was the weekend residential: the ghost stories, pizza, magic tricks made the
whole stay so special- not to mention the basement party, flashing disco lights and the outdoor obstacle course. All of us
had the chance to learn the importance of perseverance and collaboration, and all our new knowledge paid off as we
fought through all the rain and mud and caved through the course!
You also have a chance to apply for a grant that will help improve any skill you wish such as music or drama, or even going
towards a laptop! After the year long programme, it opens many more doors to opportunities such as JPF’s Youth
Consultancy Panel or a Young Leader for future participants.
I encourage anyone who is invited to take the risk and apply; it’s a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity and helps you
progress as a person - through fun activities and alongside young people, all from different walks of life, but all connected
together!

House News
On Thursday 17 December students will be taking part in a variety of Christmas-themed House competitions within their
tutorial session. It is Christmas MUFTI day on Thursday 17 December and we ask students to bring in £1 to go towards the
PTA. Students should wear a Christmas Jumper / sparkly top / red or green top or may go full-on with Christmas dress-up!
We are also going to be running some pay-to-enter competitions to raise money for the PTA so students will need to have
a few pounds in change on this day. These are outlined below:

Please download the School Gateway App

Please download the School Gateway App to improve communications with the school, view data and stay up
to date. The school will also save money as messages via the App are free.
Reporting illness and medical appointment
We would request that you use this App to report your child’s absence
for illness or medical appointments
The procedure to follow within the App to report an illness or medical
appointments is:Click on your child's name - Click on Reporting - Click on
Attendance - Click on 'Advise of Future Absence' - Complete the
information

Reporting other absences, for example music exam, interview,
extra ordinary leave
This should be requested in writing via:Website/Contact us/Absence Notification or Request
http://www.nonsuchschool.org/137/absence-notification-or-request
or
attendance email attendance@nonsuchschool.org
To download the App, just search School Gateway in your App store and download, it is free.
Apple iPhone users, download the app here: schoolgateway.co.uk/iosdownload
Android phone users, download the app here: schoolgateway.co.uk/androiddownload
Your login details will be automatically generated using the contact information Nonsuch already has, so
please make sure the details we hold for you are up to date. You can check and change these details by
sending an email to rsvp@nonsuchschool.org
If you have any questions or would like some more information, please see the School Gateway site here:
https://schoolgateway.co.uk/.
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Website: www.nonsuchschool.org
Contact Us: office@nonsuchschool.org
Twitter: https://twitter.com/NonsuchHSG

Next Weekly Newsletter Friday 8 January 2021

