NONSUCH HIGH SCHOOL FOR GIRLS
Weekly Newsletter 2 October 2020

Dear Parents/Carers
Parent communications
FROG - Year 7 and Year 12 parents have received emails providing details of how to log in to FROG. Any other
parents who are new to the school will also be receiving this information shortly. This is a virtual learning
environment which we have used during lockdown to set work to students. Your log-in allows you to see
assignments set and any feedback received via FROG. You will currently see that students have been set a test
assignment to ensure they can access the system.
School Comms – this is our school parent communication system that send you messages, alerts and will
shortly also enable you to see your child’s timetable. We encourage you to download the School Gateway app
for ease and convenience. Parents of students in Years 7-11 may also use it for absence reporting.
Information Evenings – The Year 7, 9, 10, 11 and 12 presentations have been posted on our school website
under “News and Events” – with audio and video presentations to ensure you are fully informed about your
child’s year group. We will inform you when our “Assessment and Reporting” booklets are ready for you to
view shortly. The presentations have too much data to be emailed and we are hoping that , along with the
opportunity to email in with questions, they go some way to replacing our usual evening meetings on site –
pre Covid measures of course.
We are currently putting together videos and presentations for our Virtual Sixth Form Opportunities Evening –
more news on this to follow.
Parent Consultation Evenings – these will take place as calendared and until restrictions are lifted, will be
carried out as video conference appointments using Microsoft Teams.
PTA – our Parent Teacher Association is vibrant and active and they have invited all parents to attend the
Annual General Meeting via Zoom. This first meeting is usually so well attended that we have standing room
only. We hope many of you are able to join to learn more about the work of the PTA and so that you can
connect with other parents to feel more a part of our school community.
Topic: NONSUCH HIGH SCHOOL PTA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Time: Oct 14, 2020 07:00 PM London
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/73684966227?pwd=VGpmaUNPZ1Z2aG1tRk5ScmpJdE1pdz09
Meeting ID: 736 8496 6227
Passcode: W8JFLy

Face coverings
As winter draws in and students may spend some rainy break and lunch times inside the building we are
encouraging students and staff to wear face coverings in corridors. Please see the poster attached.
Assemblies
Students have enjoyed a range of assemblies and presentations and next week sees student leaders who are
also the founding members of our school Race Advocacy Group lead on Black History. The assembly aims to
inform about those who may have been either discredited or not received due recognition in history. The
group is working with staff, alumnae, governors and parents to ensure Nonsuch is a safe environment for
everyone.
Warm regards,
Ms Cavilla
etters attached to the email:
All Years – PTA Newsletter
All Years – face coverings campaign poster
Years 11 and 12 – Letter regarding early finish on 13th October

Important Dates Autumn Term
6 & 7 October
5 October – 19 November
16 October
7 October
16 October
16 October
2 - 24 November
2 November
4 & 5 November
18 December

Yr 11 Mock Art and Photography exams
A Level Autumn exams
Yr 7 Flu Immunisation
Yr 11 Mock Textiles exam
Yr 7 Flu immunisation
Break up half term (2 week break)
Yr 12 GCSE exams
Return to school – week 2
BMAT and Oxbridge admissions test
Break up Christmas Holidays

Important Dates Spring Term
4 January 2021

Return to school – week 2
Nonsuch Gardening Club

RHS Recognition
Congratulations to Mrs
Whiteley and Mrs Triegaardt
for gaining RHS recognition for
their and the gardening club’s
contribution to the school
environment

Duke of Edinburgh Award
A reminder that the deadline for new enrolments to DofE is Monday 12 October and it will not be possible to extend the
deadline. All enrolment information is on the school website here. Click on the relevant level in the enrolment information
box. Nicola Holmes, DofE Manager.
Black History Month
October is Black History Month.
There will be two House Competitions running: A Creative Challenge and a Jerusalema dance Challenge

BHM Creative Challenge: Enter ANY creative piece that celebrates black culture, history or traditions.
This could be a painting, drawing, sculpture, African mask, poetry, short story.......the possibilities are endless!
Jerusalema Dance Challenge: Learn the Jerusalema dance and video yourself and a group of friends performing
5 credits for all entries
10 for runners-up
20 for winners
How to enter: Students can upload photographs of their creative work, word documents, or videos to the CURRICULUM
SHARED AREA.






Open the file called ‘House Competitions’
Open the Black History Month file
Upload a photograph of your creative work in here, or a word document or video of your dance
When saving your work, name the document with your name and form

Y13s – Early University Applicants and Pre-Interview Assessment Practice
About 80 students have embarked upon the process of preparing for Admissions Assessments for University. These relate
to Oxford, Cambridge, Biomedical and Legal courses. The first session on 30 September, facilitated by Mr. Key and Mr.
Weigall, involved an introduction to the papers and preparation materials. Students are now carrying out independent study
of these and related online materials in order to have a strategy for sitting the assessments themselves. Next week –
Wednesday, 7 October, they will gather again to experience what the papers feel like under exam conditions.
Y12s – Preliminary Oxbridge Interest – Zoom Presentation from Oxford
Y12 students are being invited to join a Zoom Presentation by the Schools Liaison Officer from Queen’s College Oxford. This
is scheduled for the evening of Thursday, 8 October. Students and their parents are welcome to log on from home. A link
will be sent nearer the time as well as a protocol for attendance. Mr. Key will be moderating. The purpose of the
presentation is to inform students of what is on offer from Oxford and Cambridge, and to bust some myths and
preconceptions about these universities. Y12 Parents should look out for a separate school communication.

Virtual Work Experience: Medic Mentor, and
The Queen Elizabeth's Teaching Hospital in
Birmingham (UHB).

‘As part of our commitment to supporting aspiring students, we
have now teamed with UHB to write, and host a completely free
and virtual work experience programme that we would like to
invite your students to register for. At this stage, this is only
appropriate for your aspiring doctors, but rest assured, we will be
looking for your dentists and vets too! We will open the
application process on 1st October 2020 for your students to
register on the Medic Mentor website. The work experience
programme will be one Saturday every month or 6 months,
where students will follow the patient journey of three very
different patients from initial appointment, through to varying
treatments. Students will not only observe the patient journeys,
but through our Slack work experience channel, they can also
interact with the doctors, asking questions and discussing their
observations on elements such as Multi Disciplinary Team
meetings and diagnostic testing!’

The Future of Work: What does it hold for your students? Success at
Schools have brought together the latest research to identify the key trends that
will influence the world of work over the next 10 years; 3 big challenges will
shape the future of work over the next 10 years: Covid-19, Automation,
Environmental emergency, 3 skillsets will be in high demand in 2030:
Technology skills will rise by 55%, Social and emotional skills will rise by
22% & Cognitive skills will rise by 14%. What do young people care about?
Based on a survey of Millennials and Gen Z-ers, young people: Value homeworking
and want it to continue after the pandemic, are motivated by a desire to do social
good & see tackling climate and ecological breakdown as a key priority. If you
want to help your children prepare for the world of work based on the latest
evidence, check out Future of Work 2030-2030 report.

What are T Levels? T Levels are new courses which follow GCSEs and are
equivalent to 3 A levels. These 2-year courses, which launched September
2020, have been developed in collaboration with employers and businesses so
that the content meets the needs of industry and prepares students for work,
further training or study. T Levels offer students a mixture of classroom
learning and ‘on-the-job’ experience during an industry placement of at least
315 hours (approximately 45 days). Amazing Apprenticeships have some
really good recources explaining T Levels on their website under resources,
including parent and student videos. Further information is also available on
the Gov.Uk website. Programmes include: Finance, Legal, Engineering, Media,
HR, Science and Design, Surveying and Planning.

Good News from the Music Department
Many congratulations to Lauren in Year 11 who has
achieved a High Merit for her Flute Music Diploma.
This is an absolutely fantastic achievement and is
testament to all the hard work she has put in during
Lockdown, despite not being able to have any flute
lessons! She should be particularly proud of
achieving this during such unprecedented times.
Well done indeed!
Library News
National Poetry Day took place on Thursday 1st October. To celebrate,
Nonsuch students took to the library page of our VLE, Frog, to share a
poem. Below is a small selection of the poems shared to showcase the
talents of the Nonsuch poets!

He Who Is Miraculous

Denisha Yr 8

He looked at me and then he smiled,
My heart racing half a mile,
His eyes as green as a verdurous spring leaf,
He acknowledged my analysis and proceeded to beam.
The sun had caught in his hair,
Golden like a multibillionaire,
His smirk gave way to his pear like teeth,
All seemingly linear, nothing to critique.
‘Never judge a book by its cover’,
You all seem to mutter and murmur,
As if I hadn’t already checked him for a deceiver.
His heart as pure as the driven snow,
Bringing warmth and benevolence wherever he goes,
He knows not of the fact that he vividly glows.
All saint-like and tedious, he may seem to you -yes?
Then you have not seen his humour, which he is notorious to suppress,
He is the definition of perfection, if I frankly confess,
And there you have him my Adrien Agreste.
I spy...

The River

Eva Yr 7

Amaya Yr 7

I spy with my eyes,
Birds soaring up high,
Amongst the red and gold trees,
That shed their leaves.

One of the natural things on earth,
Of which we cannot live without.
What exactly am I talking about?
Try and guess as I speak.

I spy with my eyes,
Plastic polluting the ocean,
In this day and age,
People should be taking more caution.
I spy with my eyes cars revving down roads,
Toxic-smelling gases,
Filling by nose.
But lets focus now on those red and gold trees,
From Autumn,
The year after 2019,
Which leads on to Winter,
And carries on to Spring,
And my vision for a new beginning.

It is as elegant as a swan,
It is as ferocious as a beast.
It is beautiful when it falls from the sky like shiny
glistening pearls.
It is deadly in the ebony depths of the sea,
But a lush comforting home for many wild life.
It is a demonic life destroyer.
It's journey begins trapped in icicles
And ends when it is free in the sea.
All I can say is you cannot live without it.
But my question is still unanswered
What is it I described?

Mr Roadkill

Christmas

Aditri Yr 7

When you are as bubbly as Fanta,
Thinking about Santa ,
When you glance at the bottom of the Christmas tree ,
While you can hear the buzz of an excited bee,
When you see the shelves,
Waiting to be filled to the brim with presents delivered by
elves ,
When you see the delicious mince pies ,
you can't help looking them in the eye ,
What about church ?
The ring of the morning bell ,
As people gossip and tell ,
at the end of the Church session ,
Exchanging provisions ,
And then at last the Eve comes ,
And the elves are on their feet,
While the reindeers stomp to the beat ,
And at last all is ready ,
Nothing is pending
Some children are staying awake hoping to get a glimpse
of him... Santa ,
Downstairs parents and adults sipping wine and Fanta ,
At last the parents come and laugh at the children ,
"Have you taken your bath" they say ,
He won't visit if you smell ,
"Mother , Father , Aunt and Uncle we have" they chime
like a bell

Naashiya r 13
Mr Roadkill
Are you there still?
Family man
Had a game plan...
Are you a hedgehog?
Badger or bullfrog?
Never made it across
Family at a loss
The road you tried to brave
Became your solitary grave
T'was dawn you stood 'til
Mr Roadkill
Nature

Ishita Yr 7
Why oh why?!
Do humans always treat nature as dirt?
We should all embrace nature
As Mother Nature was here before us
So next time you pass by nature
Think about Mother Nature’s hard work
And trust me your day will become even better.
One day

Rishitha Yr 9

One day…One day….
Everyone says I’ll achieve this one day
or I’ll do this someday,
but when will that one day be?
You can have dreams,
but they have to be smart.
You can have a goal, but you have to try to achieve it.

The Virtual Library
Please see below for a list of online resources that the library subscribes to, that are available for all students to access. If
students require any help using the below resources or need help to finding any information, or a book to read for
pleasure, Ms Connor can be contacted via the Library Frog Page or via email.
Ebook platform: https://nonsuchschool.eplatform.co/
A platform of eBooks with a variety of genres.
Students have been emailed with details on how to log in or how to sign up!
The Library Catalogue https://www.readingcloud.net/
The online library, where students can search our print collection and have access to reliable web-links to help
with their homework.

Students have been given their own log in details to access their account.
The Library Frog Page:
https://vle.nonsuchschool.org/library/home
Information on online resources, ebooks, reading lists. Interactive pages with virtual book clubs, a Feel Good
Friday challenge and many more.
Students will log on with their normal IT username and password.
JSTOR: https://www.jstor.org/action/showLogin
A database of academic journal articles, books and primary sources in 75 disciplines.
Username: Nonsuch Password: Library
The Day: http://theday.co.uk/
A current affairs and a daily news website to keep students up to date with the latest and most important events
and stories from around the world.
Username: Nonsuchgirls Password: Cheam

Year 10 GCSE Photography
Arshika produced this wonderful annotated mind map research into the photographer Duane Michals and his photographs
of the pop artist Andy Warhol. This is the first research year 10 Photography students have attempted and we wanted to
celebrate this great one with you.
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