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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I must commend the active participants of School Council. Recently Head Girl, Ellen, and school council 
representative Ari presented on school council’s project plans to the local governing body. Last week Ellen and 
Ari were joined by Ariana and Cora at a senior team meeting with Ms Wright, Mr Sides, Ms Southart, Ms Johns 
and myself. They outlined their proposals regarding the following priorities: 
 
Improve the environment: increase recycling, decrease waste within school 
Enhance well-being: implement “chatterbox” initiative, widen the reward system and improve systems 
Increase and widen active participation: increase inter-house options; implement a 365 challenge across 
the school 
Enhance academic life: work with staff to review Nonsuch values and beliefs about learning 
Create a blog: create an organised, student friendly resource that can be used to celebrate student 
achievements 
 
These priorities are being driven by project plans developed by five “change teams.” Each team is made up of 
school council reps from Years 7-11, supported by a sixth form student leader. The summer term is the 
implementation phase of their projects. The environment team’s project has been submitted to support a bid for 
money to buy new water fountains for the school to provide more access to fresh water. Students are also 
involved in assessing the best fit catering firm to win the Trust contract – one of the conditions being the 
elimination of single-use plastic across the school starting with the ban of the sale of bottled water. The well-
being group has been successful in setting up a pilot group to trial the chatterbox which allows students to raise 
questions they may have in a safe environment. The outcome of the work of the academic life group will be 
heralded on our school website and displayed in all classrooms in September and the Blog team has been 
reviewing different possible platforms for the purpose. 
 
Students on the change teams have worked hard gathering data and presenting it to make persuasive cases for 
change. We are grateful to them and proud of their leadership and dedication. 
 
A recent key player in our well-being strategy is “Dottie” – You can read all about her, below. 
 
The newsletter is packed with our students’ contributions and achievements. Please do sign up to our Twitter 
account though as we will not be continuing with a bumper newsletter at the end of each half term for much 
longer as we are increasingly getting the news out as it happens. 
 
It only remains for me to wish all of you a sunny half term break and a peaceful revision period for households 
with students undertaking public examinations. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Ms Cavilla 
 
 

Letters Available on Frog 
 
Yr 10 – Take Your Daughter to Work Day 
 
Important Dates 
 
13 June – Art/Photography/Textiles Exhibition 
19 June – Informal Music Tea 
21 June – Yr 10 End of Year Exams commence 
11 July – NHSG Open Evening (Girls in Yr 5 and Parent/Carers) early closure for Pupils    
12 July – Sports Day 
16 July – Sports Award Evening 
19 July – End of Term (School finishes at 1.05pm) 
 
 

 



 
Welcome to Dottie 
 

 
This is Dottie. Her official name is Turandot – after the eponymous Ice Queen of Puccini’s opera – but she 
answers to Dottie and given some of her mad behaviours, the shortened name better suits her character. She is 
a six-year-old working cocker spaniel. She loves strokes, walks and climbing trees! She hates squirrels, hence her 

daily struggle to climb a tree and catch one. She has been in school on four occasions recently as part of a 
rigorous interview process. Despite jumping into a dirty pond in Nonsuch Park on interview day one, she has 
come through the other days with flying colours and many students and staff have enjoyed getting to know her 
or take her out for short walks during break or the lunch hour. It is well known that pets can relieve stress and 
that the benefits of a few minutes’ fresh air are huge. We therefore plan to make Dottie a more regular feature 
of the school day in the coming academic year; students will be able to sign up to take her for short walks in the 
school grounds and she will be only too pleased to let girls stroke her, relieving their stress whilst making her 
feel really good. Dottie is looking forward to embarking on the “working” stage of her life and becoming part of 
the Nonsuch community. Mr P Sides, Dottie’s owner 
 
Good News from the Maths Department 
 
We are well pleased with our young mathematicians in Year 7 & Year 8 for their resounding achievements in the 
2019 UKMT Junior Challenge.  In Year 8, 30 pupils achieved gold certificates, 42 silver, 16 bronze and Ashleya of 
8Venus is the best in her year.  In Year 7, 6 pupils achieved gold, 7 silver, 3 bronze and Manna of 7Mars is the 
best in her year.  17 of our year 8s and 2 year 7s are among the top 25% in the country and qualified for the 
follow-on round – Junior Kangaroo on Tuesday, 11th June.  Well done to all who participated and congratulations 

to those who will be awarded certificates for their performance.  Good luck to the pupils invited to the Junior 
Kangaroo Competition. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Follow Nonsuch of Twitter 
 

 

 
 
Please follow Nonsuch on Twitter; it is updated on a regular basis with lots of news and events that are 
happening in and around school. Click here to go to our homepage. 
 
 
 
 
Duke of Edinburgh Award 
 
The Gold Award winners enjoyed a morning at Buckingham Palace on Monday 13 May to receive their 
certificates. The Award was presented to them by the Duke of Gloucester.  It certainly gave light relief from 
preparation for A Level exams. 
 

 

https://twitter.com/nonsuchhsg?lang=en
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175 Year 9 students headed out on their Practice Expedition over the May Bank Holiday weekend.  Shreya and 
Vania describe the experience. 
 
‘On 4-5 May we did our bronze DofE practice expedition. We went to Cheam station where we took a train to 
Godalming station.   On arrival, two groups were put together (12 people) and with our instructor, we started 
walking.  Already at the start, our shoulders were aching from the immense weight of our bags. We walked and 
talked a lot and it was extremely fun. It was really sunny, then suddenly, quite unexpectedly it began to rain and 
hail (typical British weather). We ate our lunch in the middle of a forest.  When we were three- quarters of the 
way, we split off into our separate groups of six.  After many calls with our instructor and after many lost roads 
we finally saw our campsite. After a long day all we wanted to do was just sleep but we still had lots of work left. 
We cooked our own food and went to bed at around 10pm. 
 
It was so cold in the night, we were all shivering and I think no one got over 3 hours sleep.   Due to the cold it 
was easy to get up before 6am because we all wanted to move around to get as warm as possible. The morning 
was also unfortunately freezing and there was frost all over our tents. We ate some breakfast, although none of 
us were hungry, packed up our tents and left. This time we were completely alone for the whole journey. At one 
point three groups found out they were on private fishing land which was very awkward as the fishermen 
shouted at us. It took us quite a long time to get out of there, not mentioning the time we walked off the map 
and meaning we walked an extra two hours. Even though we were exhausted, aching all over and extremely 
sleepy we were still delighted to reach Milford station. Overall it was exciting and a great experience.   Just the 
qualifying to go!’  
 
Fever-Tree Tennis Championships, The Queen’s Club, London – A Ball Girls Journey 
 

 

 

On the 17 – 23 June students from Nonsuch and St Philomena’s High Schools will make up the team of Ball Girls 
at the Fever-Tree Tennis Championships held at the Queen’s Club, London.  Click on the link below the read the 
story of all the hard work that the students, Mrs Holmes from Nonsuch and Ms O’Reilly from St Philomena’s do to 
add to the success of this tournament. 
https://www.lta.org.uk/major-tennis-events/british-major-events/fever-tree-championships/news-and-
media/2019/fever-tree-championships-windy-rainy-but-time-to-get-ready---a-ball-girls-journey-starts-here/ 
 
KS3 National Schools Badminton Final – 5 May 2019 
 
The KS3 National Schools Badminton Final took place on Sunday 5 May 2019. Representing the school was 
Suhani, Pragya , Anvi, Mihika and Harshita. This would be the fourth consecutive year that KS3 have reached the 
final in Milton Keynes. 
 
We started the competition playing against St Michael’s Church of England School and stormed away with a 
comfortable 4-1 win. Next up was Sheffield High School for Girls, knowing that a win against them would 
guarantee us a medal. We made a fantastic start, closely missing out on the first singles but winning the 
following doubles. Unfortunately we couldn’t maintain the momentum and lost 1-4, losing two very close games 

https://www.lta.org.uk/major-tennis-events/british-major-events/fever-tree-championships/news-and-media/2019/fever-tree-championships-windy-rainy-but-time-to-get-ready---a-ball-girls-journey-starts-here/
https://www.lta.org.uk/major-tennis-events/british-major-events/fever-tree-championships/news-and-media/2019/fever-tree-championships-windy-rainy-but-time-to-get-ready---a-ball-girls-journey-starts-here/


in the process. In the afternoon session we changed the team slightly to give everyone crucial experience for 
next year and fought hard in the 4-6th place play-offs against Iveshead School and Sir John Lawes School. With 
some very close games, we lost the first match 2-3 and won the second 3-2. 
 
Finishing 5th overall, this equals our best ever result for KS3. All our players put in a tremendous performance 
and with such a young team we are hoping for even greater things next year. 
 

 
 
 

 
Year 10 Borough Rounders 
 
This half term has brought the start of the 
rounders season. The first of many Borough 
Competitions hosted by Nonsuch began with the 
Year 10 team. There were 5 teams competing for 
this year’s title and we were up against some 
tough competition. We got off to a strong start 
against Glenthorne with some big hits from 
Tvishi. We went on to win the remainder of our 
matches with excellent batting from Lithusha 
coupled with brilliant fielding and captaining from 
Ella. The team work and effort resulted in us 
winning the Borough Rounders title retaining the 

title of year 10 Borough Rounders champions! 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
PE Results 
 

Date  Sport Opposition Age group Result  

22nd May  Rounders Royal Russell U12-U14 Yr 7 L 
Yr 8 W 
Yr 9 W 

 
Fixtures for Next Week 
 
Date Sport Opposition Age Group Home or Away 

3rd June Tennis Croydon High U13& U14 Home 

4th June Rounders Greenshaw U13& U14 Home  

5th June Athletics Croydon High Year 7-10 Away 

6th June Rounders Borough Rounders U14 Home 

 
 
 
 
 



Geography Department Yr 10, River Tillingbourne, Surrey Hills 
 
The Geography Department had two lovely days out at the River Tillingbourne in the Surrey Hills, with the Year 
10 Geographers. Students measured the width, the depth and the velocity of the river, as well as taking samples 
of bedload at three different sites along the river’s course, Broadmoor, Crossways Farm and Shere Village. The 
weather was lovely and sunny both days and students treated themselves to ice cream in the fantastic ice cream 
shop in Shere Village during their lunch break. A huge thank you to the Geography teachers for accompanying 

and helping make the days so successful.  
 

  
 
Request from the Design & Technology department 
 
The Design & Technology department would greatly appreciate any of the following: 
 
Textiles – Fabric and sewing equipment that you no longer need. (Buttons, sequins, thread, pillow cases etc.) 
Food – Empty containers (Ice cream tubs, Chocolate boxes, etc.) and the blue and white school aprons. 
 
If you are able to donate any item(s) please send them in with your daughter to the DT Office. Thank you.  
Keep up to date with all the department news and follow us on Twitter @NonsuchDT 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Message from the Music Department 
 
Our Informal Music Recital and Battle of the Bands 
sign-up sheets are now up on the board outside the 
Music Office. All students have been emailed further 
details about both concerts via their Outlook email. 
Deadlines for signing-up are as follows:  
 

 Informal Music Recital - Friday 24 May 2019 

 Battle of the Bands - Monday 24 June 2019 
 

 
 

 

Hayfever Medication, Sun Screen and Water during Warmer Weather 
 
If your daughter suffers from Hayfever during the summer months could you 
please supply the school with her Hayfever medication?  This should be clearly 
labelled with your daughter’s name and the dosage and accompanied by a 
‘Request for School to Administer Medication’ form which can be obtained 
from the Administration Office.  The medication and completed form should be 
given to the First Aider, who will keep it in a secure cupboard in the Medical 
Room. Could we also ask now that the warmer weather is upon us, that your 
daughter has adequate sun screen protection at all times?  It is also sensible 
for the girls to carry water bottles with them.  There are several locations 
around the school where they can refill them during the day. 
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Take Your Daughter to Work Day 
  
Next half term Y10 students will take part in the Take Your Daughter to Work Day 
programme. It will take place on Thursday 20 June, which is an INSET day. Many of 

these students will have taken part in the programme in Y9 and we hope that they will 
again take the opportunity to visit either the same work place or somewhere different. 
The idea behind Take Your Daughter to Work Day is to give students opportunities to 
explore various careers and combat sexist and classist ideas that there are careers where 
girls ‘don't belong’. Students are asked to complete a workbook during the day and in 
Y10 we are asking them to interview the person they are shadowing. Any students who 
do not arrange a shadowing placement will have the opportunity to complete a similar workbook at home which 
will include interviewing a family member or friend and also asking a family member or friend to keep a work 
diary for a day to give the students an idea of a typical day in the life. 
 
HE advice from our independent careers advisor   

Y12 students will have the opportunity to meet with our independent careers advisor, 
Ivana O’Brien when they return from half term.  This will give students the opportunity to 
discuss their HE plans before UCAS applications open. 
 
Y12 Higher Education Days 
 

 To help support student with the HE process, on both Wednesday and Thursday of 
this week Y12 had the opportunity to meet with professionals from various 
universities and organisations involved in HE. Students were able to attend talks on 
various topics including Personal Statements – Goldsmiths, Competitive University 
Applications - KCL, Student Finance – Nottingham, UCAS Process Explained – 
Birmingham, Universities Abroad - A Star Future, Research Skills – Durham, 
Referencing, Academic Integrity and Plagiarism – York and Russell Group Universities 
– Sheffield.  

Multi Mini Interview Event 

On Tuesday 18 June we are holding our annual Multi Mini Interview event. 48 students 
have the opportunity to take part, moving around 6 different stations. Along with 
teaching staff and student helpers, we hope to attract doctors and dentists to run some 
of the testing stations. The aim of the event is to give students who are considering 
applying for both Medicine and Dentistry to opportunity to experience MMI sessions 
before they are invited to interview. Each student will receive individual feedback from 
the interviewers, which should help them prepare for any interviews they are invited to 
later in the year.  
 
Volunteers Needed 

 
Calling all medics and dentists - On Tuesday 18 June we are holding Multi Mini 
Interviews and are looking for medics and dentists to help run the interviews. We 
would also like to offer Y12 students who are considering apply to medicine or 
dentistry the opportunity to meet with a professional in the industry to discuss 
their personal statement. These sessions would take place in late June early July.  
If you are free to help out with either the MMI or Personal Statement sessions 
please contact Mrs Tingley on tingley-s@nonsuchschool.org. 

 
Bar Mock Trial Competition – Autumn Term 
 
Calling all Legal Eagles and Creatives in next year’s Y13-
Y10! We need to put together a team of people who are 
willing to run a complete criminal trial: Lawyers, Jury-
members, Witnesses, Police, Clerks and Ushers, Journalists 
and Court Artists. You will enter the regional stage of a 
national competition in the autumn term and at the same 
time develop a bunch of skills: analysis, presentation, 
writing/visual art, team-working. You will be supported by 
Mr Key (Gray’s Inn, 2001) and guided by an external, real 
barrister. The competition is even in front of a real judge in 
a real court! There is a chance to go through to the 
National Final in the spring term at the Old Bailey – the 
Central Criminal Court of England and Wales! If you’re 
interested, email Mr. Key at key-a@nonsuchschool.org. We 
will have to prioritise more senior years, but put your name 
in the mix – what’s to lose? 
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Nonsuch Gardening Club 
 

After successfully launching our 
Nonsuch Gardening Club two years ago  
and with spring finally starting we are 

again asking for donations from 
parents/carers and extended family 

including the following: 
 

Gardening equipment such as trowels, 
hand forks,  small spades and forks, 

watering cans and secateurs 
 

Compost and manure 
 

Bedding plants and herbs 
 

Very large pots, planters and containers 
 

If you are able to donate any of the 
items listed above please contact us via 

the main school office. 
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NONSUCH PTA NEWS 
 
Save the Date - It’s the Nonsuch Summer Fair on Saturday 13 July (12pm – 4pm)! 
 
The plans for the summer fair this year is in full swing, the day will be compared by Radio Jackie and we will 
be showcasing the talents of the Nonsuch girls with events such as “Nonsuch Bake Off” and “Nonsuch’ s Got 
Talent”.  So join us on the day to enjoy a variety of activities, stalls and entertainment.   
 
You help is needed – Do you know any reputable Inflatable/bouncy castle and food stalls providers?  If yes, 
please email nonsuchptachair@outlook.com with your recommendations. 

 
 
Summer Fair Brochure Cover Design Contest! 
 
We are looking for a brilliant front cover deign for our summer fair A5 brochure.  Make it colourful, summery, 
fun, inviting, stylish, and unique, bringing together the feeling of a summer fair theme.  Digital and hand drawn 
submissions accepted, the best design will be used as the front cover for the summer fair 2019 brochure which 
will be handed out to everyone attending the fair. 
 
You will need to include the text “Nonsuch Summer Fair 13th July 2019 “prominently and readable in 
your design. That’s the only rule; the rest is up to you. 
 
Email your final design to  Nonsuchbrochurecover@gmail.com with your full name and year/ form by 5 of June 
2019.  Happy designing!  
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Cashless Catering – Polite Reminder 
 
We are seeing an increasing number of students that have a zero balance on their card trying to purchase food 
in the school canteen. Could we take this opportunity to remind parents/carers to regularly check the balance on 
your daughter’s cashless catering account and to top up when necessary?  Below are instructions on how to set 
up a low balance alert, you will be charged 6p each time you receive a text: 

 
Log in to ParentPay 

Click ParentPay Support on Home Page 
Browse help topics 

Click mobile/email alert and school communication 
Click ‘How do I set up Alerts?’ 

 
Sixth Form Absence due to Illness – Reminder of changes of reporting procedure  
 
Please note that notification of a sixth form absence is not available by telephone 
 
Parents must contact the school by 9am on the morning of each day of illness giving details of the illness and 
probable duration of illness.  Please either: 
 

 Email  sixthformattendance@nonsuchschool.org     
 Access the school website and go to the Contact Us and complete an Absence Notification request form 

for Sixth Form 
 Log on to Frog, click the Contact Staff tab and select Office-Absence Notification 

 

mailto:sixthformattendance@nonsuchschool.org


Calculators for Girls in Year 7 
 
If your daughter is in Year 7 and has lost her calculator, we have a limited number for sale at a reduced price. 
Please see Parent Pay for full details.   
Once you have paid, please ask your daughter to collect their item(s) from the GLT HR/Finance office in the 
English corridor – all those already paid for are awaiting collection now. 
 

 Download our App  

 
Please download our App as they are free to send whereas Texts cost money, therefore saving the school money 
with emergency communications. You will also receive brief messages and prompts when an email has been 
sent. 
 

If you have a smartphone, please download the ‘School Gateway’ app from your app store (Android and iPhone). 
Please download the app to your phone (it’s free). 
 

The set-up process is simple and will take no more than a couple of minutes: 
 
1. Search for “School Gateway” in the Apple App Store/Google Play or on your phone go 
to www.schoolgateway.com/apple (Apple) or www.schoolgateway.com/android (Android) 
 
2. Install the app and if you are asked then say yes to “Allow Push Notifications” 
 
3. When you launch School Gateway for the first time, please select ‘New User’ and enter the email address and 
mobile telephone number you have registered with the school 
 
4. The system will send a PIN code to your phone; please enter this PIN code and the app will be activated for 
you. 
 
As soon as you’ve got the system set-up, all of the text messages we send you will appear in the App. 
 
If you’ve recently changed your email address or mobile telephone number or experience any problems with the 
download please email office@nonsuchschool.org 
 
 

Term Dates 2018 - 2019 

Half Term 27 – 31 May 

Return to School Monday 3 June (WK 2) 

Inset Day – School closed to students Thursday 20 June 

Break Up Summer Holidays Friday19 July (School finishes at 1.05pm) 

 

2019 – 2020 

Inset Day Monday 2 September 

Inset Day Tuesday 3 September 

Return to School Yr 7 & 12 Wednesday 4 September 

Whole School returns Thursday 5 September 

School closed to all Students – Yr 6 Testing Day Tuesday 17 September 

Half Term 21 – 29 October 

Return to School Wednesday 30 October 

Break Up, Christmas Holidays Friday 20 December (School finishes at 1.05pm) 

Return to School, Spring Term Monday 6 January 2020 

Half Term 17 – 21 February 

Break Up Easter Holidays Friday 3 April (School finishes at 1.05) 

Return to School, Summer Term Monday 20 April 

Half Term 25 – 29 May 

Break Up Summer Holidays Friday 17 July (School finishes at 1.05pm) 

 
Three further Inset Days to be confirmed 

 

Nonsuch High School for Girls 

: 020 8394 3400 
Website: www.nonsuchschool.org 

Contact Us: office@nonsuchschool.org 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/NonsuchHSG 

 
 

 
Next weekly newsletter Friday 7 June 2019 
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