
 
Issue 53– December 2018 

Dear parents and carers 

This newsletter is themed into 3 sections: Information for Parents and Students; School Community and Extra-

curricular Activities; Department news. 

The first section has a wealth of advice regarding careers information and a higher education quiz. I would urge par-

ents to take a look at this section with your daughters. This section will also have a different pastoral focus each half 

term. Parents please take a look at the E-Safety section – especially parents of students in Year 7. Please also note 

that a separate letter will be going out to parents regarding Sutton Support Services that are available for young 

people to turn to over the holiday period. Students also have this information.  

I am very grateful for the high level of response we have received to the Year 7 parent survey and will share the 

findings with Year 7 parents in the new year. We will send out parent surveys to other year groups after Christmas.  

In the new year I would like the opportunity to meet parents who are new to the school whose daughters are in 

Years 7 and 12 and invitations will go out but please save the dates of 23 January for Year 7 parents and 24 January 

for those who have daughters in Year 12 – from 5.00-6.30pm on each evening. I have aimed to schedule these 

“Meet the Head drop-ins” on evenings where you may be coming to the school for another event. There will be an 

opportunity to book a 10 minute appointment for the purpose of simply saying hello and sharing what your daughter 

enjoys about school, to seek advice or share any concerns you may have. Any urgent concerns should be raised 

through the usual communication channels of course. Attendance is not compulsory – it is an open invitation. 

Year 11 students have behaved in an exemplary manner over the period of the mock examinations. We are very 

proud of them. We look forward to discussing their mocks and future options and pathways at guidance meetings 

we hold with students and parents annually in late January and February. Parents reported favourably last year on 

having the opportunity to discuss this with senior staff including the sixth form team. 

On a past note I would like to remind you of a message of thanks I received from an elderly member of the public 

who had fallen over on the bus and trapped her foot and who called to thank the quick-thinking Nonsuch students 

who helped her. I can now identify those students as Srujana, Ananya, Nia and Mazna from year 8. We and your 

friends and parents are very proud of you girls! 

The last week of a term is full of highlights. The end of term assembly was a celebration of community participation, 

culminating in a message about giving and hope from Christian Union and  followed by an amazing performance of 

nativity songs by the gospel choir. Congratulations to all our gospel choir singers but the leadership it enjoys with 

Luci-Anne (Year 13) and Joy (Year 12) at the helm deserves a special mention. Please see a piece on the PTA Christ-

mas Fair – another highlight, on the following page.  

Best wishes and merry Christmas, 

 

Ms Cavilla 
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PTA Christmas Fair 

The hall was full of activity on Monday 17 December as the Christmas Fair took place.  Forms had prepared well, 

decorating their stalls and bringing in prizes for the activities they had designed.  Each year group took turns in visit-

ing the stalls which ranged from various Tombola stalls and raffles to guess the name of the teacher singing.  It was 

super to see the students working well together to keep the stalls operating throughout the day and volunteers from 

each form did a magnificent job at the end of the day clearing up so the hall could be used again!  

Two stalls won the ‘best decorated stall’ competition -9 Pluto and 7 Mercury - both of which can be seen in the pic-

ture below.  Year 13 Photography students, Riddhi, Rebecca and Elena did a superb job on the Christmas themed 

photo booth. 

The PTA was delighted to raise in the region of £2900, which will fund various projects in school.  10.1 raised the 

most money, an amazing £102.01.  

We are hugely grateful to Mrs Holmes, the students and the PTA for running the fair. 

Important Dates 

7 January – Spring Term, whole school returns (Week 2) 

15 January – Yr 9 Parents Evening 

22 January – Yr11 Day in the Life of a Sixth Former 

24 January – HE Evening for Sixth Form 

30 January – Yr 11 Parents Evening 

Letters to Parents 

 Sutton Young Peoples Emotional Wellbeing Support 
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Careers Information News 

How Labour Market Information can help students make informed 

career decisions - LMI is about identifying main employers,             

understanding skills gaps and job shortages, remaining up to date with 

economic changes and knowing which sectors are growing and            

declining. In short it describes the condition of the labour market, 

past and present, as well as future projections and makes clear where 

work opportunities are increasing or decreasing. 

Having access to LMI can help students understand their skills and 

abilities against this background of the labour market and use this   

information to anticipate the skills they will need in the future,        

understand about ‘disappearing’ jobs and focus their efforts on    

emerging occupations and industries. 

The robots are coming, the robots are coming!  

A recent study found that about 30% of tasks in 60% of              

occupations could be computerised and last year, the Bank of      

England’s chief economist said that 80m US and 15m UK jobs might 

be taken over by robots. LMI can help students identify disappear-

ing careers and careers in the fastest-growing industries, which 

studies show include renewable energy, cybersecurity, biotechnolo-

gy, virtual reality & artificial intelligence. 

Gatsby Benchmarks are a framework of 8 guidelines that define the best careers provision in 

schools and colleges. Benchmark 2 states that ‘All students and parents should have access to    

high-quality information about future study options and labour market opportunities. They will need 

the support of an informed adviser to make best use of available information’. We offer students 

and parents opportunities to meet with our independent careers advisor and Y10 parents will also 

have the opportunity to attend LMI workshops during the next parents’ evening.  

 How can you find Labour Market Information? You can access LMI on various career websites    

including LMI For All and icould. 

Girls’ Learning Trust University Taster Event  

Over 600 tickets were booked for sessions that included Mathematics, Cyber        

Security, Sociology, Law, Philosophy, Pharmacology and Film & Video Production. 22 

academics gave up their time to attend the event representing 14 different           

universities, including Cardiff, Imperial, Kent, QMUL, St George’s, Surrey and UCL.  

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/jun/26/jobs-future-automation-robots-skills-creative-health
https://www.worldfinance.com/markets/top-5-of-the-fastest-growing-industries-in-the-world
http://www.nonsuchschool.org/271/careers-education-and-work-related-learning-overview
http://www.lmiforall.org.uk/widget/
https://icould.com/stories/barbara-r/
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Meet our independent careers advisor – Ivana O’Brien will be available at 

the Y9 Parents’ Evening on Tuesday 15 January. Year 9 parents will have 

the opportunity to book a 10 minute slot to discuss options and      careers. 

NCS The Challenge - Next term Year 11 students will be given the 

opportunity to sign up to the National Citizen Service (NCS) with 

The Challenge, a government-funded programme for 15-17 year 

olds. Working through physical, personal and creative challenges, 

this once-in-a-lifetime experience empowers young people to build 

skills and confidence to get ahead in work and life, whilst 

engaging with their local area. NCS will have a stand at the 

Year 11 Parents’ Evening on 30 January and will also be   

talking to students during the Year 11 assembly on 29      

January. Further information will be sent out in January. 

Take Your Daughter to Work Day – On Monday 25 February (INSET Day) 

Year 9 students will take part in Take Your Daughter to Work Day. This first 

taste of the world of work should prove an enriching educational experience and 

help students to see how the skills they learn at school will equip them for the 

future. Further information will be sent out in January. 

St George's Hospital Medical Day – On Friday 15 February (INSET) 40 

Year 12 students will get the opportunity to attend a unique event at St 

George’s Hospital. Students will have the opportunity to take part in some 

problem based learning sessions including a ‘Mouth to Target’ interactive 

session. They will also have the opportunity to find out about applied 

healthcare courses and see the  Paramedic Simulation Suite. Further     

information will be sent out in January. 

Careers in Research Open Evening  -  On Monday 3 December 10 students went to The         

Institute of Cancer Research in Sutton to find out about careers in research and science. Thulasi 

in 12.10 said ‘I am now definitely considering a career in this field. The evening was very           

interactive and informative and I thoroughly enjoyed it. My favourite part was looking down at 

cancer cells through the microscope!’ A big thank you to Mr Fraser for 

attending the event with the girls. 
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How much do you really know? Challenge your daughter and see who wins. 

How many Russell Group Universities are there?   

What do Russell Group Universities have in common?   

Name all the Russell Group Universities. 

What does ‘Oxbridge’ stand for?   

What does ‘UCAS’ stand for?   

How many courses can you apply for via UCAS? 

Can you apply for more than one course at the same university?             

What are the names given to the final UCAS choices?  

What does the term ‘Red Brick Universities’ mean?  

What is a ‘Campus University’? 

What is a ‘sandwich course’? 

What is ‘clearing’? 

What is ‘Freshers’ Week’? 

What do the abbreviations FE and HE stand for?   

What does the abbreviation ‘LMI’ stand for? 

What is LMI? 

Where can you find LMI on various careers? 

What are ‘Facilitating Subjects’?   

Name all of the Facilitating Subjects. 

How much do graduates have to earn before they start paying back their student loan (April 19 figure)? 

What % of their salary do graduates pay back? 

How much will a graduate pay back each month if they earn £28,000 per year (April 19 figure)? 

How much does a graduate earning less than the threshold pay back each month?  

How long does a graduate have to pay off their student loan? 

What happens to the balance if a graduate does not pay off their student loan within the time limit? 

Click here to find the answers, which can be found at the bottom of the page 

http://www.nonsuchschool.org/271/careers-education-and-work-related-learning-overview


 

Christmas often brings new electronic devices into the house, including phones, tablets, games consoles and smart 

speakers. It is always worth checking the safety settings on these before they are put to use, but it can be difficult 

to find the relevant information, particularly as manuals these days are usually a small sheet of paper which just 

tells you how to turn the device on! 

 

However, there are plenty of websites which can help, and below are some of our recommendations 

Internet Matters is an excellent resource (supported by BT) which gives parents a huge amount of information on 
internet safety. There is so much information that it can be a bit overwhelming, but a good starting point is the set-

up guide: https://www.internetmatters.org/setupsafe/  . This gives specific tips on how to set parental controls for 
smartphones, search engines and social media. 
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Managing Your Child’s Anxiety Workshop 

Sutton Children’s Wellbeing Service 
We were pleased to welcome Holly and Jenni from the Sutton Children’s Wellbeing Service into school 

on 5 December. The presentation to Year 7 & 8 parents was over-subscribed and it provoked some  

useful discussion. Anxiety affects our thoughts, emotions, physical sensations and behaviours.  Often 

when people are experiencing anxiety they overestimate the danger and underestimate their ability to 

cope.   It is of course normal to worry but if it has been going on for a longer period of time and isn’t 

shifting, is getting worse, feels unmanageable for both child and parent or is having an impact on your 

child’s life (preventing them from doing something or causing a great deal of distress) then you may 

need some support.   At Nonsuch your daughter’s Form Tutor or Head of Year are available to offer  

support and can refer students for additional help.  Students can be referred to our school counsellor, 

Teri Tivey as well as our community nurse Jane Addo, who visits Nonsuch each week. If you feel your 

daughter needs help, then please do encourage her to talk to her Tutor or Head of Year or please    

contact them directly yourself with details of your concerns. 

Nicola Holmes 

Head of Year 7 

E-Safety Update: December 2018 

https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://www.internetmatters.org/setupsafe/
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/
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We’d like to congratulate once again Tanushree in year 10 

for being presented with a Sutton Community Award last 

month in recognition of her fundraising for children in need 

around the world. She has raised £140 for CRY U.K. on her 

JustGiving.com page, and in January she went to an Indian 

orphanage to support and feed the children with the funds 

she collected by running a craft stall during her last    

Christmas holidays (£200). She has also participated in the 

Duke of Edinburgh diamond challenge and successfully 

completed it by raising £150 by running an art club. 

Tanushree is very passionate about her mission and she is 

using creativity to raise funds.  As she listened to other  

people’s stories of fundraising during the awards ceremony 

she found that she was inspired by their achievements and 

also gained some ideas that she plans to use in the future!  

Tanushree’s award for young outstanding achievement 

was presented by the Mayor and Deputy Leader of the 

Council, Cllr Jayne McCoy.  

Mini UN debate 

Year 10’s work during form time on debating and improving oral literacy culminated for this term in a 

mini UN debate. Members of each form talked passionately about a Strategic Development Goal for a 

UN country, and how implementing this goal would benefit their country as well as the                   

wider-community. At the end of the debate year 10 voted for the country that had argued their case 

most convincingly and the winners were Neptune, who had argued very well for an improvement in 

the industries and infrastructure of Nepal. Next term our oral literacy focus will be on speaking            

spontaneously for an extended period of time and will this will be rounded off with the crowning of a 

year 10 Just a Minute champion. 

Mrs Bond 

Head of Year 10  
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Jack Petchey Outstanding Achievement Awards 

The Jack Petchey Committee have been pleased to make 3 Awards this term. Each of the students was given 

£250 to spend. 

Our September winner was Louisa in Year 8. Louisa was nominated by students in her form who    wanted to 

recognise all the charity fundraising Louisa had done over the summer months.  This included a 10km hike, a 

sponsored silence (without technology), a 1.5km swim and reading to young children at a local museum. She 

also cut 9 inches from her hair and donated it to the Little Princess Trust. Louisa 

thanked her form for their support by using some of her Award money to fund a 

pizza and cake lunch (thank you to the canteen staff). The majority of the money 

was donated to the Peer Mentor team for their lunchtime well-being space.  They 

now have bean bags to relax in as well as games and art resources.  

Gina in Year 13 was given the October Award for her dedication to Mu-

sic in school and the wider community. She has passed her Grade 8 Saxo-

phone and takes part in all school concerts including Jazz and Chamber 

Choir. She is indispensable at music events helping with the stage man-

agement. Gina has assisted in primary schools and at junior ensembles. 

She has toured in Europe with her band, including performing at the 

Menin Gate Memorial.   With her award money, Gina purchased a camera 

for the Music department. Thank you Gina. 

The Gardening Club is a great place to be, partly because of our November Award    winner, 

Mythili in Year 10. She was nominated for her commitment to the club as she has been attend-

ing each Thursday for the last two years, brightening up the quad, helping to clean the pond 

and even painting the benches. Her enthusiasm and warm welcome have encouraged younger 

students to join. Mythili spent her award money on fairy lights for the quad as well as vouchers so that more 

bulbs can be planted in the Spring and enjoyed by the whole school community. 

Orla in Year 10 was also nominated for an Award by Mrs Triegaardt and Mrs Whitely for her commitment to 

the Gardening Club, but as she had already received an Award through Guides she was not allowed to be 

recognised a second time. Thank you for all the work you do Orla. 

Leader Award 

Each year we can nominate one adult to receive a Leader Award.  I’m delighted to announce that this year’s 

Award goes to Mr Wataranan who is a Nonsuch parent, but has been coaching badminton on a voluntary ba-

sis for several years at Nonsuch. This year the club has opened up to include more students and the courts 

are filled to capacity each week. Mr Wataranan has taken our elite players to competitions and they have 

reached the National Finals under his guidance, which is an Outstanding Achievement. The Jack Petchey 

Foundation was pleased to approve this nomination and then approved a grant for almost £750 to purchase 

badminton racquets for the school and also to arrange a workshop with an Olympic 

Badminton player. We are hoping this will happen next term. Thank you Mr Wataranan 

for your contribution to Nonsuch. 

Nicola Holmes 

Jack Petchey Co-ordinator 

School Community and Extra-Curricular 
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Duke of Edinburgh’s Award at Nonsuch                                             

I’m delighted to report record numbers of students have signed up to participate in the Duke of        

Edinburgh Award Programme this year. 177 at Bronze, 70 at Silver and 47 signed up to start Gold this 

year.  We are expecting 30 students who are already signed up to Gold to do their expeditions next 

summer.   I hope that over the holiday break, students will find time to write up their programme     

planners on eDofE so that we can approve their activities. It is really important to get the activities     

underway as soon as possible. 

148 students have completed an Award since April and this includes 4 students who have completed 

their Gold Award. It isn’t too late for students still at Nonsuch to complete the Awards they started in 

Year 9! 

When we return to school in January the expedition season will soon be upon us.  The first training day 

for Bronze, Silver and Gold level will be on the INSET day on Friday 15 February. This is all day for     

participants new to the Award, but the morning only for those who have already completed a level.   

Please also put Wednesday 27 February (6pm – 7pm) on the calendar for parents. This is an opportunity 

for parents to find out more about the expedition section and any purchases you may need to make. 

All the dates are available on the Nonsuch website Duke of Edinburgh Page. 

http://www.nonsuchschool.org/uploads/asset_file/
Expedition_Dates_2018-19_-_v2.pdf 
I look forward to approving more Awards in the next few 

months. 

Mrs Holmes 

Duke of Edinburgh Manager 

Summer Memories was the theme of the opening House           

Instagram competition this year with the winner being Rajeshwari 

from Jupiter. 

In line with a national competition called ‘Oceans are not 

Rubbish’ we launched a Nonsuch competition to create a 

sculpture of a sea creature out of rubbish or recycled       

materials.  

The creativity of our students really shone through with Amy 

in Jupiter making this extremely lifelike turtle. She won 20 

credits. 

Ocean Competition 

House News 

http://www.nonsuchschool.org/uploads/asset_file/Expedition_Dates_2018-19_-_v2.pdf
http://www.nonsuchschool.org/uploads/asset_file/Expedition_Dates_2018-19_-_v2.pdf
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Second place was Dia in Jupiter with this textured Octopus. 

We particularly liked how the tentacles had been formed. She 

received 15 credits. 

Third place, and 10 credits, went to both Asmitha in 

Pluto and an entry from 7 Venus. 

House Hallowe’en week was busy as ever with 98 pumpkins appearing in main school reception; 

there were so many entries we adorned the windowsills along the corridor and up the stairwell to display 

the many ghoulish creations.   

The winners received 20 credits, 15 for runners-up and 10 for all entries. 

Year 1st Place 2nd Place 3rd Place 

7 Thasandi – Mercury Ksenia – Mercury Diya - Venus 

8 Karina – Venus Kirtana – Jupiter Nivetha - Pluto 

9 Shivarni - Neptune Ekaterina - Mercury Natasha - Jupiter 

10 Tanushree - Jupiter Ariana – Mars Isha - Saturn 

11 Olivia - Mars Faiza – Jupiter Zara – Jupiter 

12 Lucy - Saturn     

We also ran a Scary Story competition with 70 entries this year. Special mention must go to 8 Mercury 

where 14 of the form submitted a story which earns them a whopping 140 credits – great effort! 

The winners received 20 credits, 15 for runners-up and 10 for all entries. 

Year 1st Place 2nd Place 3rd Place 

7 Yanushika – Neptune Annabel – Saturn Shobhinie - Mars 

8 Tabby – Pluto Karina – Venus Nida - Mars 

9 Caitlin – Jupiter Aarushi – Pluto Lauren - Neptune 

10 Mythili – Neptune Sophie - Neptune   



 

One of the most enjoyable aspects of the House system is seeing students in different year groups     

collaborating together. The House Quiz within Y8-10 tutorial was run by the 6th Form House officials 

team and tested students on their sports, music, movie and general knowledge as well as a ‘teacher 

round’ where some intriguing secrets were revealed about a number of Nonsuch staff. House credits 

were awarded to winning teams in each House.  

Interhouse Sport 

Year 10 took part in Netball and Hockey Interhouse on Friday 14 December with Mercury winning the hockey and 

Venus winning the netball. 
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As always, the highlight of the term was the House Talent Show! 30 acts auditioned over a very hectic 

lunchtime, but just 7 acts had to be selected for the final showcase on Thursday 29 November.  

Opening the show was SATURN’s Isha and Rathy singing the Abba classic ‘The Winner Takes it All’. This act was 

particularly special in that the girls auditioned separately and only came together in the fortnight leading up to the 

show. It was lovely to see a year 7 and a year 10 harmonise so effectively with so little rehearsal time. Secondly 

from JUPITER we had Sophia singing and playing piano with a medley from the 1980’s musical ‘Heathers’. PLUTO 

treated us to a duet dance performance with an instrumental accompaniment followed by MERCURY’s Sophie with 

a soulful rendition of ‘Sober’ by Demi Lovato. MARS’ Nicky treated us to a commercial dance described by the   

judges as ‘fierce’ and VENUS’ Jade sang a self-penned song. Despite the technical glitch with the guitar amp the 

judges were impressed with the creativity demonstrated by Jade. The final act also wrote her own song;          

NEPTUNE’s Claire treated us to an ethereal acoustic performance with her enchanting vocals and ukulele. With a 

difficult decision ahead of them, the judges deliberated over the acts we’d seen whilst the audience were astound-

ed with the stunning vocals of Miss Humphreys who certainly gave Beyoncé a run for her money! Ultimately the 

judges came to their conclusion and we were delighted to crown Jade in Venus as our Talent Show Winner 2018. 

Second place was Jenapa, Maja, Shreya, Karina from Pluto and third was Claire from Neptune. Congratulations to 

all the acts who win House credits and edible prizes! 
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House Credit Totals 

Year 7 
Students with Highest Number of House 

Credits 
September 2018 – December 2018 

Abbirah Mars 71 

Amy Jupiter 67 

Nicky Mars 63 

Aishwarya Jupiter 60 

Yuqing Mars 54 

Chloe Saturn 53 

Rathy Saturn 53 

Daisy Jupiter 52 

Sara Saturn 52 

Iman Jupiter 51 

Shobhinie Mars 48 

Sophia Saturn 47 

Thaiyalnayaki Jupiter 46 

Rachael Mars 46 

Daisy Jupiter 45 

Charlotte Jupiter 45 

Year 8 
Students with Highest Number of House 

Credits 
September 2018 – December 2018 

Dhruvi Pluto 84 

Francesca Jupiter 81 

Karina Pluto 81 

Maja Pluto 81 

Dia Jupiter 78 

Jenapa Pluto 78 

Yi Fan Pluto 70 

Hazel Jupiter 68 

Isabella Mercury 66 

Kirtana Jupiter 65 

Lara Pluto 65 

Shreya Pluto 64 

Tabby Pluto 63 

Karina Venus 61 

Tharsika Pluto 60 

Year 9 
Students with Highest Number of House 

Credits 
September 2018 – December 2018 

Neerajaa Pluto 80 

Natasha Jupiter 79 

Arushi Pluto 73 

Karina Jupiter 70 

Annabel Pluto 69 

Dia Pluto 65 

Lydia Pluto 64 

Jessica Jupiter 63 

Shaumy Mars 62 

Annika Neptune 62 

Lauren Neptune 62 

Maaya Pluto 62 

Sudipta Saturn 61 

Ekaterina Mercury 58 

Caitlin Jupiter 57 

 
Year 10 

Students with Highest Number of House 

Credits 

September 2018 – December 2018 

Tanushree Jupiter 84 

Jade Venus 72 

Trinity Pluto 62 

Isha Saturn 57 

Lithusha Mercury 57 

Haeun Jupiter 55 

Mythili Neptune 54 

Sophie Neptune 53 

Hannah Saturn 51 

Molly Mercury 47 

Ella Saturn 43 

Fakyha Venus 42 
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Year 11 

Students with Highest Number of House 

Credits 
September 2018 – December 2018 

Olivia Mars 43 

Sophie Mercury 37 

Kashifa Jupiter 28 

Zara Jupiter 27 

Alina Saturn 26 

Kerstin Jupiter 25 

Rebecca Mars 25 

Yana Mars 25 

Kirsty Jupiter 24 

Shimona Pluto 23 

Noor Pluto 22 

Molly Neptune 22 

Keerthana Jupiter 22 

Krutiben 37 

Athena 37 

Daisy 34 

Alice 32 

Maryam 31 

Top students Y12 

Emmeline 30 

Izzy 28 

Theodora 28 

Elena 25 

Riddhi 24 

Top Students Y13 
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Geography has had a great term of fieldtrips. Year 8 thoroughly enjoyed going to Kew Gardens 
back in October to look at different biomes and plant adaptions.  

At the beginning of November Year 10 worked hard on their GCSE fieldwork in the London 
Olympic Park in Stratford, complete with a Royal encounter and a moving tribute to those who 
died at the Battle of the Somme. 

Recently Year 7 have completed fieldwork around the school grounds, investigating and    
measuring environment quality and writing up their results in class as letters to Ms Cavilla.  

At the end of November Year 13 went to the Hazards Conference, an event in London with key 
speakers lecturing about recent tectonic events and hazard theory. Miss Morgan got particularly 
excited at the conference as she got to meet one her heroes in the subject, Professor Iain 
Stewart, a top geographer and geologist, who gave a lecture about how many earthquakes end 
up being human driven disasters because of poor planning and management.   

There are more days out planned during the rest of the year for Year 10, Year 9 and Year 12.  
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Borough Cross Country 

The drizzling rain didn’t stop the Cross Country Team from doing their best at the Sutton Borough Cross 
Country Meet on the 17 October. The year 7 team made a good effort at their one mile run with their 
highest-placing runner, Ye Sung, placing 24th. With a tough 2 miles to run, the year 8 and 9 team placed 
an amazing 1st place with Maya, year 8, topping the lot by coming 3rd. The success also carried through 
to the Year 10 and 11 runners who also came first in their age group. Year 10 Sophie placed 2nd, Matilda 
placed 3rd, Penelope placed 7th and Martha placed 8th. The Senior Team performed amazingly with Elsa 
coming 1st, Alice 3rd and Kate 9th achieving first place in their age group. Overall, it was a very successful 
outing for our Cross Country Team. 

Football at Nonsuch...  

continues to go from strength to strength with participation rates up across the school. We continue to 
receive additional coaching support from Roxanne through the CPFC ‘Palace for Life’ initiative; the Year 
7’s have really enjoyed her sessions and the girls have made great progress with their skills and      
confidence.  

Our squads have all ‘kick-started’ their league campaigns with a number of outstanding wins. Our U14’s 
in particular are unbeaten in the Sutton Schools league with a 10-0 win over Wallington and a 7-0 win 
against St Phils. In the League Cup our U14’s also beat Overton 6-0 but came up against some stiff  
opposition in the Surrey Cup, losing narrowly to Winston Churchill school 2-1. 

Our U16’s recently came away with a solid 3-0 win over St Phils but lost to a strong Cheam side earlier 
this year.  

Our U12’s are developing their team cohesion; players are settling into their roles whilst we are also 
trying to include girls who have continued to show commitment to training. Our earliest matches were 
also our most testing with losses in the Surrey cup to Weydon and League and Cup to Stanley Park.  
Recently the team battled to a 0-0 draw against St Phils with some excellent last-ditch defending and 
super goalkeeping from Almaz. Our aim in 2019 is to enhance our attacking prowess and get our     
goal-scoring off to a good start! 
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Netball  

On 14 November, our Year 9 and year 10 A and B teams took on our local rivals Wallington. The Year 9 teams 

started with confidence putting into practice the attacking skills we had been working on in training. These skills 

coupled with some excellent shooting and defence skills, meant both teams were able to come away with a win.  

After a close fought game, with both sides demonstrating some excellent netball skills, our Year 10 A team     

managed to hold off the attack of Wallington and came away with a well-deserved win. Our Year 10 B team put in 

a valiant performance working well as a team and playing hard until the final whistle. Unfortunately they were 

narrowly beaten by Wallington. 

The 15 November saw our Year 11 A and Sixth Form Team take on Old Palace. After the first two quarters both 

teams were winning. Due to lack of light the 2nd half of the games were played in doors. The Sixth Form team 

made a few changes and continued to demonstrate both their spectacular athletic ability and superb netball skills, 

finishing the final two quarters with a convincing win.  After watching the sixth form stride to victory it was the 

turn of the Year 11’s to play the last two quarters of their game. Old Palace made some tactical changes to their 

Year 11 team which upped the pressure on our Year 11’s. Our team fought hard with some impressive defence 

work coupled with confidence in the shooting circle. After a nail biting two quarters our team were pipped to the 

post with a narrow defeat.  

We are very proud of all our netball teams and hope to continue with our positive results after Christmas.  
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Senior Team  

On Wednesday 10 October the U18 hockey team travelled 

to Reigate Grammar for the U18 Surrey Trophy. A fiercely 

competitive pool made up of Woldingham, St John’s, and St 

Teresa’s provided us with an excellent standard of competi-

tion. The team battled hard in the hot weather, and 

throughout the morning made great progress considering 

we had some new players in the squad. 

After some strong team performances, we secured a      

fabulous 5th place in the tournament which the team should 

be very proud of! 

U15 Team 

The annual Surrey Hockey Trophy took Nonsuch’s U15 

hockey team to Reigate Grammar School on Tuesday 27 

November.  

We battled hard during the pool stage against Reigate, 

SWP, Tormead, and St Teresa’s with mixed results. As the 

day progressed there were some excellent passages of play 

and awesome goals scored by Sophie, Ellen and Nadia. A lot 

of progress was made by the team during the tournament 

and we are looking forward to building on this further after 

Christmas. 

U14 Team  

On Monday 19 November the U14 hockey team travelled 

to Surbiton High School to compete for the coveted Surrey 

Hockey Trophy. The team got off to a strong start with a 3

-0 win over Royal Russel, our other pool games were much 

closer against Kingston Grammar, Notre Dame, and    

Croydon High School. 

Unfortunately, we finished 3rd in our pool, the result being 

determined by goal difference and therefore did not     

progress through to the semi-finals. A big well done to the 

team though, they played excellently throughout! 
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Surrey Schools’ Gymnastic Association Floor and 

Vault Competitions. 

The Under 15 and Under 19 gym squads participated in the  

Surrey Schools Gymnastic Association Floor and Vault competi-

tions at Sutton High School on Thursday 6 December. The 

squads did really well, particularly as their practice sessions 

were interrupted by the loss of the sports hall for the mock   

exams.   The Under 15 team were the top state school at the 

competition finishing in 8th position.  The Under 19 team were 

placed 4th, missing a Bronze medal by less than one mark.  The 

teams were: Ella, Chloe, Sophie, Sylvia, Sophie (under 15) and 

Sophie, Larissa, Nicole and Jessica (under 19). 

STEP into Dance Programme and our STEP Ambassadors  

Our Step Into Dance programme is an opportunity provided for free to 25 students across years 8 and 9. 

Instructor Tanya, who works with the Royal Academy of Dance (RAD), provides innovative sessions which 

develop students’ skills and well as nurturing their creativity.  

We were delighted to learn that 3 of our students were selected as 

STEP ambassadors; Sudipta, Abigail and Tanushree attended an       

introductory training day on December 9 at the RAD in Clapham.  

Tanushree commented: “When I found out that I was going to be a 

Step into Dance ambassador for the Royal Academy of Dance I was  

extremely excited. During the morning briefing we found out that we 

will be going to different schools and events around the country        

promoting the step into dance scheme and hosting many dance shows 

such as the annual "STEP live" show in the summer. Then, we were tak-

en on a tour of the academy and we were told about the history of each 

of the magnificent studios and the inspirational people who trained 

there. After this, we went to see the actual dancers in their companies 

and how they trained and worked and we also saw their Christmas 

showcase. I'm looking forward to the next session and I am very    

grateful for the opportunity to represent our school at such a prestig-

ious academy.” 

Abigail found the session “very inspirational, especially meeting some of the Step into Dance companies 

and watching them rehearse which taught me some new dance moves.” 

“It was really inspirational to watch dancers around our age, performing such intricate pieces. It was also 

a great experience meeting so many fellow dancers.” Sudipta. 

Tanushree  
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Congratulations to all those girls in Vox Ce-

lestes who received 1st place with an outstand-

ing adjudication at Sutton Music Festival. Such 

wonderful news! 

 

Many congratulations to Maja (Year 8) who will 

be representing England in YOUNG MUSICIAN 

– TALLINN 2019 

 

 

Congratulations to Karina (year 9) for achieving 

Grade 7 with distinction on the piano 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Theo (Year 7) who has 

gained a place in the prestigious Under 12s  

National Children’s Orchestra. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many congratulations Gina (Year 13) on 

achieving your Grade 8 with distinction on the      

saxophone! 
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Carol Concert  
On the evening of the 18 December, we held our   
annual Carol Concert at St Andrew’s Church, Cheam. 
This year the whole of Year 7 performed as well as 
all of our Choirs (Vox Celestes, Chamber and Junior) 
and some of our smaller woodwind ensembles. Much 
to the delight of our girls, the staff choir performed a 
number too! The concert was standing room only 
and the girls all performed brilliantly. They should all 
be congratulated on their committed and mature        
performances. Many thanks to all the staff involved 
as well as the PTA for serving festive refreshments at 
the end of the service 

On the 1 December, 17 of our stu-
dents participated in the Galactic 
Challenge at Imperial College in Lon-
don.  

Due to the fact that we had too many 
people, our team was split up into 12, 
and 5. The 5 students brought a few 
friends/sisters, and got teamed up 
with another team from South     
Hampstead. These girls worked hard, 
stopping for only a 15 minute lunch 
break, and in the end, won the Galac-
tic Challenge. Well done to everyone 
who participated. 

Galactic Challenge 
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KS5 Normal People 

by Sally Rooney 

Flying off the bookshelves! 

Our Year 7 book group, aptly named Flying off the bookshelves, have met at lunch time, every 

Wednesday, since September, in the library.  We have engaged in debate about our favourite books 

and genres, read and discussed The Island by David Almond, created handmade bookmarks and 

played lots of fun word and books games!  Next term we will be reading The Village by the Sea by 

Anita Desai and will continue to engage in lots of fun activities.  The group is always open for new 

members, so if any Year 7s would like to join us in January, please pop along on a Wednesday at 

13.30.   

New books 

The library is constantly 

replenishing its stock with 

both relevant and up-to-

date fiction and non-

fiction.  Take a look here 

for a   sample of new re-

sources that were pur-

chased during the Autumn 

Term.  

Library loans over the holidays 

With Christmas cheer the library has allowed book loans over the holidays so lots of reading 
can be enjoyed!  Please remember, however, to make sure your book is renewed by      
logging on to the online library catalogue, Eclipse  https://u012367.microlibrarian.net/    
Students should check their school email for details on how to do this.  

All I want for Christmas is…      

Stuck for gift ideas?  The library recommends these great new reads: 

KS3 No Fixed Address 

by Susin Nielsen  

KS4  Orphan Monster 

Spy by Matt Killeen 

https://u012367.microlibrarian.net/
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Design & Technology

Product Design

However, at this stage, we do not have a suitable Sponsor available to enable 

us to award these candidates an Arkwright Engineering Scholarship. 

Tunnocks Teacake

Six Year 11 students have been attending the National Saturday Science and 

Engineering clubs at the University of Westminister.

Each week they come in to school telling us about the new robots they have been 

designing.

The club aims to enable young people to develop skills and gain confidence in their 

ability to progress further in STEM through the integration of electronics, mechanics, 

and computer engineering. Students will design, test and build their own robot whilst 

learning about the valuable stages of any successful project.

Students are to produce a plate with a focus on the presentation of a Tunnock’s

Teacake and we will be looking for the most stunning plate created. 

Marks will be given for creativity; presentation; skills and adding balance to the plate.

One student only (from any year in the school) can be entered from each school.

The entries will be judged by the team of Tunnock's Ltd judges and winners will be announced after 7 

April 2019 and prizes will be sent out after the Easter vacation.

This term Miss Hicks and the sixth formers have been cooking some dinners that would be perfect for 

life at university. Dishes have included Stir Fry, Toad in the Hole, Yuk Sung, Green Thai Curry, Chicken 

Fajitas and Macaroni Cheese.

All dishes are quick and easy to prepare, nutritious and suitable for those on a tight student budget.

Sixth Form ‘Cooking for Uni’ 

Course

Every Wednesday in T1 3.30 – 4.30pm
Recipes for each session can be found pinned to the door of T1

Coming Soon:

Surrey Satro, Arkwright Scholarship news

Department News 
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Product Design

However, at this stage, we do not have a suitable Sponsor available to enable 

us to award these candidates an Arkwright Engineering Scholarship. 

On the 7 November the Design & Technology department took 30 students to the 

London Transport Museum in Acton for an inspire engineering day which has been 

designed to inspire students to consider STEM careers through access to practising 

engineers and London transport museum’s historic collection. 

The first task of the day was the ‘Breaking Eggsperiment’ where the students had to transport a 

passenger in a train, along a track, stopping safely before it hit the buffers. Students split up in to six 

groups and the teams were ready to go. This was great fun as all groups were keen to win the challenge. 

After several minutes of trains falling off tracks and eggs flying out of the carriages all teams had 

successfully built a track that could safely transport the passenger to one of the challenge destinations. 

After a well-deserved lunch the students were given the opportunity to explore behind the scenes of the 

London Transport Museum depot, weaving in and out of old train carriages and historic engineering 

marvels. 

Whilst exploring the London Transport Museum’s depot towards the end of the day the students were 

invited to interview a civil engineer. They found out that the average salary for a civil engineer in the UK 

starts at around £23,500, rising to £50,000 within three years. The engineer encouraged the students to 

choose subjects that they enjoyed but highlighted the importance of Design and Technology in the 

engineering sector. 

On 4 December The Design and Technology department took 60 very excited 

students to the Warner Brothers Studio and this year it was dressed ready for 
Christmas.

As part of our tour we had a lesson booked. This was really interesting as we 

found out about the materials and techniques used to create several of the props 

and costumes used in the Harry Potter films.

We also learnt about the many creative jobs in the film industry including costume 

designers, set designers, graphic designers and prop designers. This was really 

interesting as we could see how the skills we learn and develop in Design and 

Technology apply.

After the lesson we continued our tour, looking at the sets and costumes used in the films and completing 

our passports. Some of us had photos taken on a broomstick or for ‘Wanted’ posters. Others practised 

their wand waving, tried to get onto Platform 9¾ or took the short cut to avoid the spiders in the 

Forbidden Forest. We spent lunchtime in Privet Drive, where it was snowing! We then continued our tour, 

walking down Diagon Alley. We saw the amazing graphics, tried the computer animations of Dobby and 

observed the huge model of Hogwarts. Our trip ended in the shop where students purchased a range of 

merchandise from wands to T-shirts to keyrings. It was a fantastic trip and I had a very enjoyable day and 

learnt a lot about the film industry and the making of Harry Potter.
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Product Design
It has been an extremely busy half term in the Design and Technology department with a number of trips 

and competitions.

On Friday 2 November , two teams of  Year 8 students took part in the 

Faraday Challenge, where they were given the task to design a way of 

improving the efficiency of the James Webb Telescope. We were given the 

chance to discuss a range of ideas and plan which idea to make and what 

tools and materials we would need. To make the task more complicated 

we  had to buy tools and materials using ‘Faradays’ currency  using a 

maximum budget of 100Faradays.

We were expected to use our knowledge of structures, mechanisms and electronics to make our model. 

Each group came up with different ideas, including keeping it clean, moving it and ways to ensure that the 

telescope captured the most light. It was really interesting to see what each team came up with. This year 

the competition was won by  a team from Carshalton Girls School and they will go forward to the next 

stage. Although it was disappointing not to win, it was fun taking part and it helped us develop our problem 

solving, team working, planning, creative and making skills whilst applying our knowledge of science – just 

like an engineer. It was also an exciting opportunity to design something for a real client. Next year the 

challenge will take place at Nonsuch.

Five students have been nominated to take part in the Arkwright Scholarship this year. 

Good luck to Tanvi, Jahnavi, Narine, Sophia and Karen as they complete their applications for this 

prestigious award, which are due to be completed in January.

The next round of Arkwright applications will be open to current Year 10 students in September 2019. If 

you are interested, please see Miss Hobart for further details.

Our Arkwright Scholars – Kimberley and Sophie have just been awarded the 

second part of their scholarship.

Sophie tells us more about how the Arkwright scholarship has benefitted her. 

‘My sponsor is a company called ARM, who sell designs for chips inside 

computers. They are a very large company, it's almost certain that your phone 

contains an ARM processing chip. I spent my money on attending an engineering 

summer course, where I got to have a taster of university life, visit computing 

companies and try a coding project in virtual reality. Best of all, I got to meet lots of 

like minded people. The scholarship is really helpful as it has given me excellent 

industry contacts that will be beneficial even after the two years of the scholarship 

have finished.It also allowed me to find out more about big companies within the 

tech industry.’ 
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What will cities look like in 2050? 

How will they be powered to be vibrant, healthy and clean places to live? 

Working in teams of 2-5 students you would need to:

Complete one student booklet to show your team’s progress in the challenge

You could also include supporting materials in the form of:

• A 3 minute film

• A physical prototype

• 2 x A4 pages of drawings and photos of your idea

If interested please see Miss Hobart for more information and visit the website below

https://www.shell.co.uk/energy-and-innovation/make-the-

future/schools/bright-ideas-challenge.html

For more information visit: https://leadersaward.com/

As part of the Engineering Leaders Award you 

would need to: 

• Interview an engineer

• Invent a product based on the brief  ‘If you 

were an Engineer – what would you do?’

• Pitch your invention in the form of a letter

If interested please see Miss Hobart in T3 for more details
Deadline: 3.20pm Thursday 14th February 2019

Are you considering a career in Engineering? 

Nonsuch students have performed very well in this 

competition in previous years with 3 winners and two 

distinctions achieved.

Jagori won the competition 

in her category earlier this 

year. This was a 

tremendous achievement as 

there were only 22 award 

winners out of 37 000 

entries. She was invited to 

an Awards Ceremony and

If so, you may be interested in taking part in the 

Engineering Leaders Award.

Private Exhibition at Kingston University where she 

was presented with a trophy.

Open to students in Yr 7 – 9 only

Open to students in Yrs 7 – 13
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An evening with a handbag, cucumber sandwiches and bunburying 

 

On Thursday, 18 October, Mr Cracknell organised a sixth form theatre trip to see Oscar Wilde’s 

social satire ‘The Importance of Being Earnest’ at the Vaudeville Theatre in London. Lady    

Bracknell was played by Sophie Thompson and Stella Gonet took the part of Miss Prism who  

handled the mix-up between the baby and the book with great aplomb.  Delving beneath the    

surface of Wilde’s witticisms and aphorisms reveals a commentary on class, money, marriage, 

economics, social hypocrisy, the decline of the aristocracy and the rise of commerce.  Some of 

our students have chosen the text as part of their NEA and it was fantastic to have the               

opportunity to see the West End production. 

Sixth Form students enjoy a night at the Vaudeville Theatre 
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Butser Farm 

In November the year 8 Latin classes trekked to Butser Ancient Farm, a site where experimental archae-
ologists recreate the buildings and technology of the ancient inhabitants of Britain. The students ex-
plored Iron Age roundhouses that would have been similar to those that the Celts used when the Ro-
mans first invaded Britain, and toured through a Roman villa, complete with outdoor open-air toilet! 
They handled archaeological artefacts and made their own Celtic jewellery and Roman frescoes, and re-
turned to school with a greater appreciation for the challenges of living in Britain as a Celt or Roman in 
the 1st century CE.  

 

Bath Classics Trip 

In December the year 10 Latin and Greek classes travelled to Bath to investigate the archaeological re-
mains left by not only the Romans, but the variety of people that used the site over the centuries. Stu-
dents tried their hand at interpreting inscriptions and curse tablets, handled some ancient artefacts from 
the Baths, and even attempted to speak Greek and Latin with a Roman soldier and his slave. They re-
turned to school with a greater appreciation of the culture and society of 1st century CE Britain, and the 
cosmopolitan nature of the Roman Empire. 
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Year 10 GCSE Photography Portraits 

 

Here is a selection of portrait photographs taken by our new year 10 GCSE students. Students started the 

course in September, exploring ideas of Identity and learning how to use their cameras and being inspired 

by some of the masters of photography. After the half term break students were challenged to take a set of 

portraits using knowledge learnt in the last 3 months. The following images (and many more) illustrate and 

celebrate their wonderful work and achievement thus far andthe Art and Design department wanted to share 

it with you, enjoy. 

Mr Gilpin  


