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Dear parents and carers, 

Year 7 and Year 12 students may be among those most ready for some rest and recuperation over the 

half term break. They have made a tremendous start – Year 7 look like they are really at home and 

Year 12 are establishing advanced study habits, making good use of supervised study periods in the 

sixth form area and library. Year 12 prefects have also shown great willingness to serve the school com-

munity in their roles- carrying out supervision duties before school and at lunch time. Sixth formers 

have led superb assemblies on active citizenship and this week on Black History month. This last was 

particularly thoughtful as the students voiced their own opinions on the subject rather than taking     

recourse to quote others – and the assembly kicked off with the gospel choir which has flourished and 

grown under Luci-Anne’s musicianship. 

Some of our Year 13 students have supported the primary outreach English masterclasses with year 5 

pupils from Wallington Primary Academy. This week was the final session for the year 5s in which their 

parents were invited to join them in our school library to hear the pupils read out their creative writing 

and receive their certificates of participation. They were very excited to be in secondary school and our 

students benefitted tremendously from the mentoring opportunity this provided. Next half term we will 

welcome pupils from Rushy Meadows primary school.  

This half term we have benefitted from a number of outside speakers on topics from Oxbridge to      

politics, neurology and Physics.  You will be aware that on the 7th November we have author and   

founder of “Rites for Girls,” Kim McCabe, coming to speak to parents. The tickets for this event went 

within hours of the event being publicised last Friday so if you were disappointed this time round please 

note that we are organising a repeat session early in the spring term – soon to be announced.  

Year 10 have also been continuing the important transition into their chosen GCSE courses in all their 

subjects. They enjoyed a pizza lunch and inter-tutor group quiz earlier this half term to develop team 

building within their new tutor groups. However, they will no doubt enjoy the inter-house quiz after half 

term which will see them get back together in their houses – May the best House win. 

Year 8 have been busy settling into the new ‘student receptionist’ role. The students have been working 

alongside Mrs Gunderson, Mrs Lambert and the office team to gain valuable work experience and to 

represent the school in a new way. They have been meeting and greeting visitors, delivering messages 

from teaching and support staff and helping out with general administrative duties. Some Year 8      

students have also been chosen to act as Year 7 buddies and have been instrumental in helping the 

new students to settle in. The students have also recently enjoyed a Geography trip to Kew Gardens, 

which proved to be a great day out for staff and students alike. 

Year 9 have once again been working closely with The Friends of Kipkelion 

charity to raise funds to support their work in rural Kenya. Michael Deriaz, 

director of the charity, spoke to the Year Group and showed photographs 

of Lesirwo  School, a secondary school in the Kipkelion region which has 

had links with Nonsuch now for 4 years. Last year £3400 was raised and 

we saw pictures of the water tank and toilet block which were built using 

this money. We also saw the school’s donkey (given by one of the        

parents!) – perhaps Nonsuch should have one to keep the grass cut! 
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Our first fund-raising project this year will be a charity fair on 13th November during tutorial time. Each 

form in year 9 has been divided into three groups which will organise a stall for the fair. Each group has 

been given £10 seed money by Friends of Kipkelion to spend on their stall, and they are all trying to 

grow this into a healthy profit for the charity.  Stalls include a photo booth, throwing wet sponges at 

teachers, bauble and jewellery making and plenty of food stalls. Year 9 are very excited about the fair, so 

please encourage your daughters to bring in their pocket money on 13th November to see if we can 

match or do even better than last year. 

Year 11 have been working hard and considering their options for A Level. Each Nonsuch student has a 

place in our sixth form – she need not apply – but her place is confirmed on condition that she meets the 

general criteria of an average point score of 6 as well as 6 in Maths and English Language or English   

literature. She will also need a minimum of a grade 7 in the subject she wishes to study at A Level unless 

she chooses Psychology, Economics or Government and Politics, in which case she need satisfy the    

general entry criteria only. A grade 9 is required for those students wishing to study Further Maths. To 

find out about our A Level academic offer, the elective enrichment courses, careers and higher education 

guidance and how we support your daughters’ wellbeing in our sixth form – please join your daughter at 

our Sixth Form Open Evening on Wednesday 14 November from 5-8 p.m. 

Our staff and students rarely rest – as there is a CCF camp during the half term break. We are delighted 

that Ms Geraghty has taken up the mantel of being our CCF Coordinator. 

With my very best wishes, 

Ms Cavilla 

Upcoming Important Dates 
 

Monday 22 – Tuesday 30 October – Extended Half Term 

Wednesday 31 October – Return to School, week 2 

Wednesday 7 November – Rites for Girls parent seminar, 7-8.30pm  

Thursday 8 November – GCSE Prizegiving and Celebrating Achievement 

 Wednesday 14 November –6th Form Open Evening, 5 – 8pm 

Thursday 22 November – Autumn Concert  

Tuesday 27 November – Year 7 Parents’ Evening  

Thursday 29 November – University Taster Event 

Dropping off and Collecting Students by Car – Polite Reminder 

 

Could we ask all parents who drop off and collect their daughters by car to be considerate to staff, other students, 

the general public and our neighbours when doing this.  We would request that if you drop your daughter in the 

park in the morning you drop them in the car park and not by the path that leads to the back gate of the 

school.  This is for the safety of all students and other park users and eases congestion coming in to and out of Non-

such Park.  Staff will be on duty in the mornings and afternoons to assist in the safe arrival and departure of our stu-

dents.  We would also ask that if you pick up or drop off your daughter in the surrounding roads you are respectful 

of our neighbours and do not block their drives or park in a way that could be dangerous to pedestrians and other 

road users.  Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 
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Girls’ Learning Trust University Taster Event – Open to all students 

in Years 11 and 12 across the Trust. The aim of the event is to enable 

students to experience some of the varied courses on offer, see how 

lectures differ from classes they take now and to hear about entry      

criteria, course information and possible career paths first-hand from   

academics delivering the courses. Students will have the opportunity to 

attend 3 taster lectures during the evening, which will be run by          

academics between 17:00 and 20:20 on Thursday 29 November. A 

unique opportunity for students to network with academics from various universities. Parents of 

Year 11 students are also welcome to attend. 

Atkins YES! Programme - A STEM (science,  

technology, engineering & maths) programme for 

students to learn about different careers in STEM. 

Last year, students went to Atkins in Epsom once a 

month for 2 hours to experience a different STEM career through fun experiments and          

challenges. Led by Atkins’ STEM Ambassadors and other enthusiastic volunteers, in June the 

following 17 students completed the programme and graduated with a Crest Award: year 8:  

Giorgia, Catherine, Gauwri, Charlotte Jane, Sophie, Ishani, Vania ,Michelle and Sudipta . In year 

9 Tvishi , Vaishnavi, Anna-Sopie, Athisda, Justine, Yahvi, Alma, Diya (all are last year’s year 

groups). This year another 20 students from Y8 have been offered the chance to take part – 

good luck to the female engineers of the future! 

Morrisby Online - Some students are lucky enough to have a clear 

idea of the career path they want to follow but there are many who are 

unsure of what their future holds. Morrisby Online helps to inspire and 

guide students. Online assessments and questionnaires give an insight 

into the student’s strengths and interests. After analysing their results, 

Morrisby give recommendations for careers and subjects that match 

each student’s unique profile. In their own personalised area of the  

website, students can view their results then research careers, search 

for courses and add their own ideas into the mix. Open to Year 10 – 13 Students, the online    

assessments run for approximately 90 minutes and will take place after school on various dates 

next half term. Please look out for further information. 
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Y13 Enrichment Programme – In November students will start the  

enrichment programme which allows them to leave school at lunch time 

to volunteer for a few hours in the afternoon every other week. The  

programme is intended to help students gain valuable employability 

skills and both employers and universities are often impressed by    

students who have volunteered in the community as it shows          

commitment and really can help them demonstrate that they are a    

well-rounded person with some interesting life experience. 

Take Your Daughter to Work Day – At the end of last term, students in 

Year 9 took part in the annual TYDWD Programme. As you can see from 

some of the student quotes, the day was definitely a good starting point to 

help inspire them to think about future careers. ‘It was truly an adventure, 

where I delved into the working and social atmosphere of my parent’s 

workplace. Answering calls, dealing with paperwork, interacting with      

clients; not only do you gain new skills, seeing your parent’s workplace can inspire you when 

thinking about your future’ Sophiha (now 10.5) and Ayesha (now 10.3) said ‘I enjoyed experienc-

ing my dad in action as I learnt a lot from the experience.  I learnt about leadership, responsibility 

and many more skills which are all needed in professions/careers. I also got an insight into an 

average day in the life of a doctor and this was helpful as it inspired me when thinking about    

future careers’. This year, Year 9 students will take part in the programme on Monday 25 Febru-

ary and Year 10 on Thursday 20 June; both are INSET days. 

Further information on our CEIAG (Careers Education, Information, Advice 

and Guidance) and Higher Education (HE) Advice & Guidance              

programmes can be found on the school website via this link. From here 

you will find details of the new Gatsby Benchmarks and how we aim to 

meet them, plus lots of websites that may help you to help your daughter 

make the right choices regarding her future education and career choices. 

You will also find our updated CEIAG overview which charts more detailed information on how 

we aim to meet government guidelines on careers education. 

http://www.nonsuchschool.org/271/careers-education-and-work-related-learning
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MUSIC TEA  
 
On Wednesday 17 October 2018 we were treated to our first Music Tea of 

the academic year. We had a complete variety of performances ranging 

from a song by the pop band Avviici (Sarah and Grishma Year 11) to the 

classical flute work Allegretto and Allegro by Paul Taffanel (Charlotte Year 

12). A particular highlight was Maja (Year 8) performing Variations on a 

Theme of Corelli by Kreisler with the string orchestra. Thank you to the 

PTA for providing us with some delicious teatime treats and to Dr Johnson 

for accompanying our talented students as well as conducting the string 

orchestra. 
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Half term spooky reads…         

If you want to feel spooky over this half 

term, why not check out these newly       

published books?  Scared to Death by      

Anthony Horowitz is a collection of ten  

nightmarish and fiendishly funny short      

stories. City of Ghosts by Victoria Schwab, 

follows 12 year old Cass Blake as she comes 

to terms with her newly founded paranormal abilities.  A Map of Days by Ransom Riggs is the fourth in the  

series of Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children and the Dark Descent of Elizabeth Frankenstein by     

Kiersten White celebrates the 200th anniversary of Frankenstein with a retelling of the story from Elizabeth’s 

point of view.   

National Poetry Day    

On Thursday 4 October, the library invited students to celebrate 

National Poetry Day.  There were numerous poetry related          

activities.  These included: Blackout poetry where students were 

given pages of old and discarded books and asked to “black out” 

existing text to create a piece of poetry with the remaining words. 

Students could then use their design flair if they wished and turn 

the poem into a piece of art work.  Examples of what were        

produced can be seen in the picture.  Other activities included 

shape poems, fold it poems and writing a small poem to add to our 

‘Poet Tree’.  Many students also participated in reciting their       

favourite poem or one that they had written.    

Library Catalogue 

Remember to log in and use the online library, Eclipse  https://
u012367.microlibrarian.net/  The catalogue contains information 
for all the fiction, non-fiction, periodicals, online resources, e-books 
and reliable web links that the library holds.  Students can log on 
to Eclipse with the username and password distributed to them on 
their school email.   Once signed in students can manage their 
own accounts by renewing or reserving their library loans.  Book 
reviews can also be submitted and the best one of the week will be 
given house credits.   

Please also remember to use Jstor,  https://www.jstor.org/action/showLogin which is a database 

of academic journal articles, books and primary sources in 75 disciplines.  This is a great tool for 

those students undertaking research such as the EPQ.    The username is Nonsuch and the  

password is Library.  

https://u012367.microlibrarian.net/
https://u012367.microlibrarian.net/
https://www.jstor.org/action/showLogin
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Can you help? 

We are looking for items (e.g. signed football, 

event tickets) or services (e.g. massage, meal 

out) that we can auction at the RAG show on 

Friday 8 March. If you have donations please    

e-mail  

shortt-h@nonsuchschool.org 

Also if you have any contacts that may be    

willing to offer donations please e-mail as above 

Relationships Education 

This term the Sixth Form –as part of the PSHE provision - received a special workshop on the theme of 

domestic violence and abuse.  This training was provided by staff from The Limes College who receive 

funding from the Home Office to educate the wider community to keep people safe and to raise   

awareness of the issues in our society.   Year 10 students will be focusing on relationships education in 

PSHE in the Spring Term. 

 As students embark on new relationships it is important that they are aware of the dangers they might 

face as they gain their independence.   Women aged 

16 – 24 are a high risk age-group with regard to   

being victims of abuse.   The workshops highlighted 

the ‘normalisation’ of abuse, and how it is seen 

throughout society on television, in games, on the 

high street, in clubs and in some instances the home.   

Abuse can take many forms including psychological, 

financial, sexual and emotional.  Students were told 

that although there are different types of abuse, 

abuse is all about someone having control over you.   

The feedback from the students was positive.  They 

felt the presentation was powerful and informative. 

The Government has further information on the     
following website: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/
domestic-abuse-how-to-get-help 
There is a domestic violence One Stop Shop in Sutton 

for anyone who might be experiencing domestic 

abuse in Sutton.  

 Nicola Holmes – Director of PSHE 

Pastoral 

mailto:shortt-h@nonsuchschool.org
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/domestic-abuse-how-to-get-help
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/domestic-abuse-how-to-get-help


 Page 8 

Newsletter                                               Issue 52 –October 2018  

Duke of Edinburgh Award 

                                                                 Nonsuch High School For Girls                                      

Gold DofE participants travelled to the Brecon Beacons and Snowdonia over the summer 
to complete their Gold Practice and Qualifying Expeditions.   

I’m pleased to report that despite high temperatures on the Practice all the students continued to   
Qualifying.  Well done to all. 

Year 11 students spent three days in the South Downs in September and completed their Silver      
Qualifying expedition.   Noor has written about their trip. 

For our Duke of Edinburgh Silver Expedition, we spent 3 days in Eastbourne. As a group, our aim was to 
make a presentation on the various flora and fauna that we saw throughout the expedition. We saw a 
large selection of various animals, plants and different landscapes, all within the same area, whilst    
developing our teamwork skills, confidence and navigation skills. We worked efficiently together 
throughout and noticed a great improvement in our navigation skills, which made the whole experience 
worthwhile. As a group, we can all definitely agree that camping together was an enjoyable experience. 
We received much more independence than our Bronze expedition which was something that the whole 
group appreciated. We made our own food, ate ice cream, made our tents and toasted marshmallows 
too! Although we faced many hard climbs and hills, the beautiful views and astounding sense of 
achievement at the end definitely made the experience a memorable one.  
 
I’m delighted that so many students have expressed an interest in participating in the Award this year.  
I am hoping the enrolments will be completed over half-term or just after and the students will receive 
an email with their account details so they can log into eDofE.  This information is sent directly from the 
London office.  Log books will follow in due course. 

Nicola Holmes 

Duke of Edinburgh Award Manager 
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Tennis 

We don’t usually report on tennis in the Autumn Term but I 

am thrilled to share the news that our Tennis Squad 

(Natasha, Yvonne, Lithusha and Vicky) won all their matches 

in the Surrey Tennis Year 10 and under competition in the 

summer and reached the knockout stage of the event.  They 

played their quarter-final match against Surbiton High at 

Nonsuch in September.  They lost 8-4 but played very well 

against strong opposition. 

Surrey Schools Tumbling Competition  

The Under 13 and Under 15 gym teams travelled to       

Guildford High School on Friday 5 October to compete in the 

Surrey Schools Gymnastics Association Tumbling Competi-

tion.   It was a very close competition and less than one 

mark separated our under 13 team, who finished 6th, from a 

silver medal.  The Under 15 team finished in a superb 4th 

position – only 1.5 marks away from a medal.  We are now 

looking forward to the Floor and Vault events which start 

later this term.  Well done to the whole squad. (Sophie, 

Chloe, Sophie, Sophie, Carys, Isabella, Harshita, Amber, Jess 

and Maddy) 

Surrey Schools Swimming 

Our intermediate swim squad participated in the Surrey 

Schools Swimming Gala at the Spectrum on 29 September.  

There were 3 heats in the Freestyle relay due to the number 

of schools competing and we are delighted to report that the 

team won the Bronze medal.  We are now waiting to find out 

if the time is sufficiently fast to reach the National Finals.   

Superb swims from Hannah, Nicole, Hannah and Sophie. 



 Page 10 

Newsletter                                               Issue 52 –October 2018  

                                                                 Nonsuch High School For Girls                                      

Surrey Schools Tournaments 

October saw our U14, U15, U16 and Senior Netball teams travel to King-

ston Grammar Sports ground to compete in the Surrey Schools Netball 

Tournament. The tournament is often a highlight in the school calendar 

with teams from both state and independent schools 

taking part, offering a truly competitive environ-

ment and a chance for the girls to really put their 

netball skills to the test.  

The senior team got off to a tentative start but 

quickly found their feet and through excellent team-

work and perseverance were able to come away 

with two wins, achieving third place. The U16 team, 

with their solid combination of players fought      

valiantly in every match, playing hard until the final 

whistle and growing in confidence as the competition progressed. The 

U15 and U14 Teams put on a fine display of netball throughout the     

competition and showed true grit and determination in all their matches, 

pushing all the way to the end of the competition and making it a true 

contest for the other schools.  

Well done to all those that took part in the Tournaments we are very 

proud of you all.  

Netball  

Aside from netball tournaments our Year 7 and Year 8 A teams played hard fought matches against Old Palace, which saw 

us coming away with two wins and a further boost to our teams confidence levels. Our Year 7 and 8 C teams have also 

played against Wallington 

Overall it has been a very exciting and promising start to the netball season.  Miss McIntyre and I are very proud of all the 

girls that have played in the netball matches and tournaments so far and look forward to continuing to work and develop 

all teams’ netball skills and hope to see some more positive results in the coming months.  

Miss Smith 
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Sutton Schools Tournament  

The Year 7 A and B teams got their first taste of secondary school netball when they attended the Sutton 

Schools Tournament held at Wallington. Both teams played some excellent netball throughout the competi-

tion and it was great to see the beginnings of some outstanding combinations and talented performers.  Both 

teams were able to develop their play and teamwork from match to match, which allowed us to win the      

majority of our matches, leading to us finishing 2nd in both the A and B pool. Considering this was the first 

time the teams had played together it was a superb result and we are very proud of all those girls that took 

part and look forward to improving further over the year. 

During this half term the English Department  - ably    

assisted by a team of sixth formers - has been delivering 

English masterclass lessons to 20 boys and girls from 

Wallington Primary Academy.  Using Henri Rousseau’s 

mysterious image of ‘The Sleeping Gypsy and Lion’ as a 

stimulus, we have been focusing on the art of storytelling 

and its individual components e.g. descriptive writing, 

narrative structure and narrative hooks, culminating in a 

group story writing task.  The last session (which took 

place on 17 October) welcomed Wallington Primary      

parents for a tour of the school; a Q&A session with Mr 

Sides; and a final celebration in the library of the pupils’ 

achievements and certificate ceremony.  Our collaboration 

has been enriching and exciting; it has been most reward-

ing seeing the children entering and leaving Nonsuch with 

a spring in their step and a mind full of ideas. 

Outreach  

Wallington Primary Academy Masterclasses 

The Sleeping Gypsy and the Lion,(1897) 

Henri Rousseau 
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Design & Technology

Product Design

However, at this stage, we do not have a suitable Sponsor available to enable 

us to award these candidates an Arkwright Engineering Scholarship. 

Sixth Form ‘Cooking for Uni’ 

Course

The DT department is running a new club - ‘Cooking for Uni’ for 6th formers. 

These sessions will help prepare students for living independently at 

university by boosting their confidence in cooking a variety of quick and easy 

student meals. 

Students will also be given information on different aspects of meal planning 

such as healthy eating, buying food for less, essential equipment, hygiene 

and safety.

This will also be a great opportunity for students to discuss any 

questions/worries/expectations that they may have about living alone at 

university.

Every Wednesday in T1 3.30 – 4.30pm
Recipes for each session can be found pinned to the door of T1

‘Well done to Claire who 

made a delicious stir fry 

which is a perfect student 

meal - Cheap, Simple 

and Nutritious!’

Students in Year 7- 9 have been invited to take part in a 

national robotics challenge that will see student teams involved 

in ‘aviation missions’ at the RAF Museum in Hendon.

Students have started to work together to solve

real-world engineering, technology and computing challenges. 

If you would like to find out more come along and join us every Wednesday inT2 at 
lunchtime and after school

Year 11 & 12 students have been selected to attend the National Saturday Science 

and Engineering club at the University of Westminster Cavendish campus. 

The club aims to enable young people to develop skills and gain confidence in their 

ability to achieve more and progress further in STEM through the integration of 

electronics, mechanics, and computer engineering. Students will design, test and 

build their own robot whilst learning about the valuable stages of any successful 

project.

The Year 12 Robotics elective group are working hard to solve everyday transport problems in London.

This week engineers and staff from the TfL Innovation Team came and visited students and launched 

the ‘Innovate TfL: School Challenge’. We look forward to updating you on their progress. 
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Product Design

However, at this stage, we do not have a suitable Sponsor available to enable 

us to award these candidates an Arkwright Engineering Scholarship. 

What will cities look like in 2050? 

How will they be powered to be vibrant, healthy and clean places to live? 

Working in teams of 2-5 students you would need to:

Complete one student Booklet to show your team’s progress in the challenge

You could also include supporting materials in the form of:

• A 3 minute film

• A physical prototype

• 2 x A4 pages of drawings and photos of your idea

If interested please see Miss Hobart for more information and visit the website below

https://www.shell.co.uk/energy-and-innovation/make-the-

future/schools/bright-ideas-challenge.html

For more information visit: https://leadersaward.com/

As part of the Engineering Leaders Award you 

would need to: 

• Interview an engineer

• Invent a product based on the brief  ‘If you 

were an Engineer – what would you do?’

• Pitch your invention in the form of a letter

If interested please see Miss Hobart in T3 for more details
Deadline: 3.20pm Thursday 14th February 2019

Are you considering a career in Engineering? 

Nonsuch students have performed very well in this 

competition in previous years with 3 winners and two 

distinctions achieved.

Jagori won the competition 

in her category earlier this 

year. This was a 

tremendous achievement as 

there were only 22 award 

winners out of 37 000 

entries. She was invited to 

an Awards Ceremony and

If so, you may be interested in taking part in the 

Engineering Leaders Award.

Private Exhibition at Kingston University where she 

was presented with a trophy.

Open to students in Yr 7 – 9 only

Open to students in Yrs 7 – 13
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Design & Technology

Product Design
Design Ventura is a competition open to teams of 6 students 

from Years 9,10 and 11.

However, at this stage, we do not have a suitable Sponsor available to enable 

us to award these candidates an Arkwright Engineering Scholarship. 

The task is to design a new product for the Design Museum 

Shop with the winning product being manufactured and sold 

in the Design Museum  shop. There are also a number of 

other awards to be won and the top ideas are publicly 

exhibited at the design Museum.

The project places creative design skills in a real world context, and supports  students in developing a 

range of employability and personal skills, such as:

• Teamwork

• Communication and presenting an Idea

• Iterative design approach, analysing and responding to a design brief

• Resilience, self-confidence flexibility and a ‘can do’ attitude

The Winning Designs 2017

As you can see the products do not need to be particularly complicated and should cost under £10.

The deadline for competition entries is 14 November 2018. 

For further information and a registration form please see Miss Hobart or look at the following website

ventura@designmuseum.org

Five students have been nominated to take part in the Arkwright 

Scholarship this year. 

Good luck to Tanvi, Jahnavi, Narine, Sophia and Karen as they 

complete their applications for this prestigious award.

Coming Soon:

Faraday Challenge, Be Inspired London Underground Trip, Warner Brothers Studio Tour
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Drama Students Explore Greece:  Where Theatre Began! 

In July 2018 GCSE and A Level Drama students at Nonsuch took part in the first joint trip between     

Nonsuch and Wallington. Pupils  had the opportunity of a life time – to take part in a workshop based 

Drama trip to Greece, the country where theatre began!  Each morning pupils took part in specialised  

theatre workshops led by a professional practitioner in which they focused on Greek Choral               

techniques.  Each afternoon pupils then went on to explore the theatrical sites of Athens, Corinth and   

Epidaurus. Pupils were awe struck at one of the largest and earliest Greek theatres still standing when we 

toured Epidaurus and even had the opportunity to try out how the echo effect of these ancient theatres 

worked. In Athens they visited the Acropolis, focusing on the Theatre of Dionysus; this is largely regarded 

as one of the first theatres ever.  As students study the Greek classics, specifically Sophocles’ Antigone 

this experience will aid them in their exam work and in their performances.  This was a truly memorable 

trip and  we are already looking at where we can go next! 

The Theatre of Dionysus at the Acropolis  
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Since the beginning of term, 76 of our sixth form students have been working tirelessly to submit their 
applications to Oxbridge.  On the 11 October, our year 13 Oxbridge applicants were involved in an       
Oxbridge application preparation session in which they all gave a talk on an area of the subject for which 
they are applying.  In preparing for the talk, students read deeply into a particular area of interest,     
helping them to develop their subject knowledge in advance of interviews at Oxford and                   
Cambridge.  They also had to be prepared to answers some tough questions from their peers applying for 
the same or similar subjects.  The talks given and the questions asked were incredibly impressive!        
Students demonstrated depth of independent thought and genuine intellectual curiosity.  We were also 
very pleased to see that several year 12 students took up the invitation to attend these talks, providing 
them with an early chance to engage with the academic rigour required when making an Oxbridge       
application. 

 A date for your diary! A warm invite to our Sixth Form Open Evening which will take place on Wednesday 
14 November. We look forward to seeing you there. 

Year 7 completed the Soap Challenge on 25 September.  They embraced this team building day with 

great enthusiasm and worked hard to design their soaps and packaging to make it a ‘best seller’.  The 

presentations in the afternoon were excellent and all Houses kept to the 2 minute time limit, while still 

providing key information about their product. 

The winning team was Neptune who created ‘Tropical Dreams.  The (sixth form economists) judges    

particularly liked their Polly Pineapple logo.  Venus was 2nd, Jupiter 3rd and Saturn 4th. 

Year 7– Soap Challenge 
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Dr Kate Shaw 

We were delighted to welcome Dr Kate Shaw to Nonsuch on Tuesday 16 October.  She is a Physicist at Sussex   

University but she also works at Cern on the Atlas Experiment, analysing data from the Large Hadron Collider.  Dr 

Shaw is passionate about Physics being accessible to people all over the world and working within UNESCO she 

started a programme called Physics Without Frontiers and she travels across the world taking Physics to many 

countries.  She gave a talk at lunchtime about her work at Cern and across the world and in the afternoon she had 

a question and answer session with the A Level Physics students.   We were delighted she was able to visit us and 

share her experiences despite a busy work schedule. 

Professor Clare Rusbridge  

We would like to give special thanks to Professor Clare 

Rusbridge for giving up her time to come and to give an 

inspirational talk to our students from years 7 to 13.     

Professor Rusbridge (a neurosurgeon of Fitzpatrick Refer-

rals, home of the programme ‘The Supervet’) - visited the 

school to give a talk on life in the neurology team. She 

spoke of several interesting cases and surgical procedures, 

as well as the rewards and challenges of the veterinary 

profession. Overall the event was very  successful and 

well attended.  The students asked some excellent      

questions and were provided with excellent career advice 

in this field. 
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Drama and Music
School play auditions were held in the last week of September, earning the school a cast of over 40 for Shakespeare’s
‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’. Contrasting to previous years, the performance will be held in ‘the round’ in mid-
February. (This is a staging style in which the performance space is circular and the audience sit around it.) For the next
six months, the drama department and the cast will rehearse at least once a week to ensure a flawless performance in
the spring term.
Chamber choir is preparing for the upcoming Autumn concert in November. New additions from every year of the
school have been added to increase the size of this choir. Currently, two songs are on the go; ‘Flying Free’ by Don Besig
and ‘The Rose’ by Amanda McBroom. Although it is only October, the choir will also begin their practice of Carol
Concert songs. The Nonsuch Carol Concert is always received well in St Andrew’s Church by associates of the school as
well as locals.

Introduction and welcome!
Hi, we’re the Arts team, and are currently working around the school
to promote the arts through various events and to inspire people to
get involved in unique ways. We hope to raise the profile of the arts as
well as make people aware of all the opportunities available through
them, whether that be career wise or just as a hobby. This applies to
everyone, even those who may have dropped the more creative
subjects as the arts are an enjoyable creative outlet as well as being
integral in forming meaningful connections.
The team consists of Becky ,Ash, Alice and Laura - we hope to see you
getting involved with arts around the school!

From November, we’re going to be introducing Artwork of
the Month. This will consist of one piece of artwork
selected by the Arts Team and Art Department for
creativity and endeavour. We’re looking forward to
launching this and seeing everyone getting involved!

Design & technology
In textiles, we are preparing for the annual fashion
show next year with A-level students making
garments and shoes inspired by fashion and textile
designers. All students are constantly adding to their
sketchbooks, which are overflowing with ideas and
swatches. This term, textiles students will be
attending the ‘Knit and Stitch Show 2018’ where they
will take inspiration from the artists featured there.
From historical briefs to cultural ones, everyone is
enjoying the subject and we look forward to seeing
the final products next year!

Design and technology have been busy creating
circuits and clocks using different materials and
machinery. The department also warmly welcomes
two new teachers into the school who have made a
great first impression on students by getting involved
and starting new clubs. From the ‘university cooking
course’ to the ‘coca-cola trip’ which is coming soon,
exciting products will start to appear from the
technology department which will be showcased at
the next school open evening.

Arts Team

Art and photography
With the return and additions of students this September,
the Art and Photography department has been busy
warming up in preparation for the rest of the year. With
year 7 working on the theme of Identity and observational
drawing skills, year 8 with ‘Crafty Bugs’ and year 9
beginning with Contemporary Issues formatted in a similar
format as the GCSE coursework to give the girls a taste of
what it is like to take Art as a GCSE, both the students and
the department itself are eager to continue. In addition to
the KS3 classes, a new GCSE cohort has joined the KS4
team, with the year 10 photography students becoming
more comfortable with their new DSLRs and the Art
students getting back into the swing of things. In addition
to the year 10s, the girls in year 11 are currently in the
process of preparing for the mock examination which will
take place in December.


