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Dear parents and carers, 

Your daughters in Years 11 and 13 particularly have been working extremely hard. We would like to celebrate all 

girls who have entered their university applications via UCAS.  Many girls have already received offers, many others 

have been invited for interview and some interviews have already taken place.  We wish all girls the best of luck in 

their applications as they hear back from universities in the New Year.  

Whilst Year 13s are gearing up for their mock examinations, Year 11 has done us and themselves proud over the 

mock period as they get into the right habits for the summer examination season. They have also competed in  

Inter-house bench ball and been selecting A Level options – two very serious challenges. In a Year of unprecedent-

ed curriculum change, Year 11s have worked hard on the reformed GCSE courses which will stand them in good 

stead for the reformed A Levels. 

Year 7s have been a delightful addition to the school community, performing in the Autumn and Christmas        

concerts, baking cakes for the house competition, and much more. We sent parents in Years 7 and 8 a survey    

yesterday and we are interested in receiving feedback on the new Year 7 assessment framework and how girls are 

faring in Year 8 also. Thank you for completing the surveys – your feedback will be invaluable. 

We will be seeking your daughters’ views also. The School Council sitting this week proved that students have   

valuable feedback to give. They asked questions of the manager of Independent Catering; discussed the ways in 

which they feel school supports their well-being and areas where the school could improve things for them. This 

will be the single item agenda for the next school council. 

The Christmas Carol Concert this week was fabulous as the church was full to the rafters. The Year 7 choir gave full 

voice to the congregational carols and they performed beautifully too. There was an eclectic programme of music 

which was exciting and jazzy and at turns contemplative and moving.  

Our final assembly on Friday ended the term by fundraising for “Save the Children” a charity that fights poverty for 

children all over the world, by joining in the national “Christmas jumper” day – the price for mufti being £1 per 

head.  Whilst reflecting on the ways in which we can make a positive mark on society we also celebrated House, 

Jack Petchey and D of E achievements. The whole school gathered in the Sports Hall as we do at the end of every 

term to share each other’s contributions and talents. The Junior and Chamber choirs sung as did two contestants 

from the House Talent show that ran on Thursday. The Talent Show audience was hugely supportive and          

appreciative and it made for a warm and entertaining lunch time. 

Finally I would like to say a HUGE thank you to our indefatigable PTA – they attend so many events and run others 

– such as the Christmas Fair and the forthcoming Categories Quiz. Their efforts, along with our success in gaining a 

Wolfson bid to contribute to the building of our new science laboratories, will support the school’s facilities         

development. 

With warm wishes for the holidays, 

Ms Cavilla 
Carol Service at St Andrew’s Church 
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On the evening of the 13th December, we held our annual Carol Service at St Andrew’s Church, Cheam. This year the 

whole of Year 7 performed as well as all of our Choirs (Vox, Chamber and Junior), Jazz Ensemble, String Chamber 

Ensemble and  Junior Orchestra. It was a real pleasure to see the church so full – in fact, it was standing room only 

– and it was truly heart-warming to hear the carols being sung with such enthusiasm and vitality! The girls all      

performed outstandingly and should be congratulated on their committed and mature performances. Many thanks to 

all the staff involved as well the PTA for serving festive refreshments at the end of the service.  

Christmas Carol Service 
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Singing success 

Vox Celestes were the winners of the Open Class shield at Sutton Musical Festival on 24th November 2017.         

Congratulations to:  Alice (Year 11), Martha (Year 13), Sonia (Year 13), Elia (Year 13), Grace (Year 11), Ruth (Year 

10), Claire (Year 10), Elena (Year 12), Rachel (Year 12), Grishma (Year 9), Jessica (Year 8), Isadora (Year 9) and Mr 
& Mrs French  

Nonsuch Chamber Choir 

On Saturday 18th November, the Chamber Choir performed alongside Epsom Choral Society at St Martin’s Church, 

Epsom. The girls sang the children’s part in Carl Orff’s Carmina Burana and Rutter’s The Mass of the Children with 

maturity and finesse. The girls received so many compliments from audience members and should be really proud 

of their performance. Well done to all involved! 
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Autumn Concert 

The Autumn Concert on 22nd November 2017 was a tremendous success and all those girls involved should be     
extremely proud of their performances! We had a complete variety of musical styles on show, with performances 

ranging from Symphony Orchestra to Junior, to African Drumming Ensemble to Chamber Choir. Each ensemble 

showcased their talents with composure and finesse; the quality of musical performance was exceptional! Unsurpris-
ingly, tickets sold like hot cakes and the Hall was completely full! Congratulations to all the girls involved - it was a 

thoroughly enjoyable evening! 
The Music Department would also like to thank all the staff, students and parents who kindly volunteered their ser-

vices to help with the evening’s performance.  
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On 6th December we had our first ‘In Session With…’ organised by Mr Fisher. We were treated to hearing all about 

the bassist, Sandy Beales’, career with One Direction. Sandy provided so many informative anecdotes and interest-
ing stories about life as a session musician. His advice was invaluable and our budding Nonsuch musicians really 

enjoyed meeting someone so famous!  We are incredibly grateful to Sandy for giving up his time to come and visit 
us and many thanks also go to Mr Fisher for organising the event.   
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Alice in Year 11 has been swimming at a high level for a 

number of years and currently swims 8 times a week,       

including training before school. She qualified for the National 

Championships during the summer holidays and we are 

pleased to report that she gained 2 Silver medals in the 50m 

and 100m freestyle. Alice missed becoming National Champi-

on by just 1 millisecond. She has managed to keep up with 

her school work despite her commitment to training. Alice is 

going to treat her GCSE group to a visit to Airhop in Guildford 

to celebrate her Award. 

Lauren who is in Year 13 – and is one of our Head Girls - 

has been awarded our final Jack Petchey Achiever Award for 

the year. She has supported the charity Age Concern. She 

did a sky dive to raise funds for local residential homes to 

hire minibuses to bring residents into school.  She liaised 

with Sutton United Football Club to organise and support 

‘walking football’ for residents in local care homes.  She li-

aised with the care homes and they came to school for the 

football, which took place in the sports hall and they also 

enjoyed a Music Tea. About 50 residents came to the event.  

The Mayor of Epsom was also invited and attended.  Lauren galvanised other students to support both events. After 

the costs of bringing the residents to the events, Lauren was still able to donate £265 to Age Concern. She is now go-

ing to treat the girls who supported the charity event by using her Award to take the girls for a lunch out to say thank 

you for their help.  

Next term the 2017 winners – and their families - will attend a Borough 

Presentation hosted by the Jack Petchey Foundation on Monday 26 February.  

We were pleased to welcome some new students onto our committee this 

term, Abbinaya in Year 7, Lucy and  Ambika in Year 12 and Charlie, Alisha and 

Cheyenne (Year 12) as non-voting members. We look forward to receiving 

new nominations from students, staff and parents next term.  The nomination 

form is available in the Jack Petchey section of the school website. 

Nicola Holmes 

Jack Petchey Co-ordinator. 

Lauren is in Year 8 and was an outstanding achiever in Year 7. She was the only student in the year group who was in 

the top 10% of students for progress, learning habits and achievement. It required a huge amount of dedication,       

determination and focus to do so well and the achievement was even greater because at the same time Lauren was   

supporting her brother who was very unwell. Lauren stayed positive throughout. She is using her Award to purchase 

glockenspiels for the Music department so that more students can use the instrument in lessons. She is also going to 

have a party for her form group. 

The Jack Petchey Committee met this term to make 3 new Awards. 

Former Award winner Khayti in Year 

11 climbed Mount Kilimanjaro with her 

sister Dhara during the summer.  Note 

the Nonsuch     banner which travelled 

with them to the summit. 
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Welcome to the new Online Library  

The Library catalogue, Eclipse is now available to all students on 
school premises as well as externally.  To log in please use this 

link: https://u012367.microlibrarian.net/  
The catalogue contains information for all fiction, non-fiction, 

periodicals, online resources, e-books and reliable web links that 

the library holds.  Students can log on to Eclipse with the 

username and password distributed to them on their outlook 

email.   Once signed in students can manage their own accounts 

by renewing or reserving their library loans.  Book reviews can 

also be submitted and the best one of the week will be given 

house credits.   

Eclipse is also available as an app and can be downloaded free of 

charge on Apple, Android or Window devices.  Just search for 

iMLS and enter the schools postcode, together with your 

username and password.   

Why I love being a library helper 

Library helpers are a pivotal part to the Nonsuch Library.  Not only are they a great help in processing book loans 

and shelving, they also play a big part in recommending books to their peers.  Ruby has written a piece about why 

she loves helping out in the library…. 

 

I think that all the dedicated Library volunteers can agree 

that even if they started helping as a hobby, the library 

quickly became a huge part of their life. Picture this- May 

2017, two girls stood in front of the main desk of the NHSG 

Library. They came to enquire about volunteering there, but 

had no idea how much fun it would be. My friend and I nev-

er thought that shelving piles of books and complaining 

about the vast Jacqueline Wilson section would become the 

most anticipated part of our day. We gradually worked our 

way up from shelving to being fully fledged desk    helpers. 

Even though I’ve now moved on from obsessing over neat 

shelves, it’s still second instinct to shuffle around the books 

until they fit on perfectly.  

 

There’s something about the Library- it’s an escape for me. Having a passion for reading helps, it’s great to get first 

picks on new books that come in and being surrounded by a huge range of them, there’s no such thing as boredom 

here. The Library volunteers are a tight-knit group of students all hailing from different years and houses and none 

of this would be possible without them or Ms Connor, our amazing Librarian. Although I must admit that making  

people shelve books while I sit behind the desk is one of the best parts, helping in the Library is more than that- it’s 

an experience that has given me so many new skills and regenerated my love for reading.  

Library News 

https://u012367.microlibrarian.net/
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2017 Soap Challenge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 2017 Soap Challenge took place earlier this term and the students had a superb day, getting to grips with pric-
ing, costs, profits, marketing strategies and most importantly the fragrence of their soap. During the afternoon the 

winning team from each House gave a presentation and the judges were extremely impressed that all the teams 
were able to deliver their message within the alloted time.  The winning team was Pluto, 2nd Mars, 3rd Neptune, 4th 

Venus.   

Nicola Holmes 

Head of Year 7 

I’m delighted to share the news that 270 students signed up to 

enrol onto the Duke of Edinburgh Award this year, our highest 

number to date, including 70 on the Silver Award and 37 on 

Gold.  The students are already uploading information onto 

their programme planners and the range of activities they are 

doing for the different sections is fantastic. It is good to see 

many of the starters going out of their comfort zones and com-

pleting their volunteering in the community. 

Gold expedition 2017  

It has been a busy term, and I have now seen the majority of the presentations following the expeditions last summer. A 

record number of students completed their Gold expedition and their presentations were very interesting, including an 

analysis of the impact of altitude on oxygen uptake and heart rate. The standard of the Bronze and Silver presentations 

has been excellent and included scrapbooks and power points. I am delighted to report that since April, 125 students have 

completed an Award, and I am confident that this number will increase significantly as students upload evidence onto their 

accounts.  8 students have gained their Gold Award this year to date and another 4 are waiting to hear if their Awards 

have been verified.  To achieve Gold while still at school is an outstanding achievement.  Well done to Jessica, Alice, Katri-

na, Ella and Megan who are latest Year 13 confirmed Golds. 

The next date for the diary is the expedition training, Bronze and Gold on Monday 19 February and Silver on 24  February 

(direct entry) and 28 February.  Please refer to the expedition dates information and update 2018 calendars. 

Students can always pop to DofE help club on a Tuesday lunchtime in the PE classroom if they have any queries or they 

can email doe@nonsuchschool.org and Mrs Avraamides or I will answer the query. 

Nicola Holmes, DofE Manager 

mailto:doe@nonsuchschool.org
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Congratulations to year 9 who raised an outstanding £2054 for the Friends of Kipkelion Charity in their charity fair 

on 14th November. We were aiming to raise £1500 for the charity by July 2018 to support their work in a rural part 

of Africa where half the population is under 18, and few families have access to clean drinking water, electricity or 

medical facilities, as £1500 would buy a new water tank to provide clean water to the community.  

Each form in year 9 was divided into three groups, and each group was given £10 seed money by the charity to 

spend on the stall, with the aim of growing their seed money into at least £50. Organisational and entrepreneurial 

skills were tested and developed, and all of year 9 were dedicated to the cause of making a healthy profit for the 

charity. Stalls included a range of craft, food and games stalls, including decorating slime, popcorn, cakes and 

brownies, pick and mix, a tombola, guess the chocolate, as well as a photo booth, but most fun was had at the 

“Throwing wet sponges at teachers” stall. Many thanks to all teachers who agreed to take part. 

Year 9 will continue to raise funds for Friends of Kipkelion over the course of the year, and in the spring some of 

year 9 will be able to Skype the girls who are able to stay in school because of direct funding from the charity. In 

addition, we were able to make our donation to the charity through The Big Give website, which has match-funded 

our donation, meaning that the final total year 9 have raised so far for Friends of Kipkelion is an amazing £4108! 

Two water tanks and another one well on the way! 

Mrs Bond 

Head of Year 9 

Alumni News 

Former student and double Olympic Gold medallist Joanna 

Rowsell-Shand has recently published her autobiography ‘Full 

Circle’.  The book describes how she started her cycling career 

on the school field at Nonsuch when she took the opportunity 

to attend talent testing with British cycling and it records the 

ups and downs of her career and the media response to her 

alopecia.  Nonsuch is highlighted on the very first 

page, so the book would be an interesting read for 

Nonsuch students over the holidays. 
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Design & Technology

Product Design
It has been an extremely busy half term in the Design and Technology department this half term with a 

number of trips and competitions.

On Friday 3rd November 18 Year 8 students took part in the Faraday 

Challenge, where they were given the task to design an new attraction for 

Thorpe Park and then make part of their design and then present their 

ideas to the judges. We were given the chance to discuss a range of ideas 

and plan which idea to make and what tools and materials we would need 

to make the task more complicated we  had to buy tools and materials 

using ‘Faradays’ currency  using a maximum budget of 100Faradays.

We were expected to use our knowledge of structures, mechanisms and electronics to make our model. 

Miss Hobart and Mrs Doyle made up a teachers team with staff from Wallington. Their idea was fantastic 

as it was an attraction designed for people who don’t like rides and was a place where they could relax in 

an area themed around bubbles, where they can float, sit on a carousel that moves very slowly and 

consume bubbly refreshments. They used 96 Faradays to manufacture their carousel ride.

It was really interesting to see what each team came up with. Unfortunately one of the Wallington teams 

won the completion and will go forward to the next stage. Although it was disappointing not to win, it was 

fun taking part and it helped us develop our problem solving, team working, planning, creative and making 

skills whilst applying our knowledge of science – just like an engineer. It was also an exciting opportunity 

to design something for a real client.

During November we were sniffing out all the creative geniuses 

from across Nonsuch to design one of the new Noses for Red 

Nose Day 2019.

Designs had to be inspired by a character that could live in a 

magical land, be creative and original – we’re looking for a 

Nose like no other, using the main colours red, white, silver or 

gold only although black and white could be used for detail, e.g. 

for eyes. It also had to appeal to a wide audience, but 

especially children and young people.

Well done to winner Eunice and runners-up Olivia, Rhea, Isha, Samantha and Jagori whose designs have 

been entered for the official competition
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Design & Technology

Product Design
A group of 6 Year 10 students found out about the Design Ventura 

competition and asked if they could take part.

Their task was to design a new product for the Design Museum Shop 

with the winning product manufactured and sold at the shop.

They chose to develop a product to hold single tea bags to make them easier to remove from mugs

The girls worked really hard and well as a group with all members taking on an active role to complete 

their idea and submit it in time for the deadline. The panel liked that the team had identified a real life 

everyday problem and made a good start on creating a solution. They also demonstrated good research, 

presentation and prototyping skills. However, the panel felt that more prototyping and testing is needed to 

make this product ready for sale in the design Museum shop and questioned the food safety aspects of 

the chosen material and so unfortunately, their idea was not shortlisted and they did not progress any 

further in the competition.

Sophie and Kim collected their Arkwright 

Scholarships at an award ceremony in November. 

We are looking forward to hearing about any work 

experience they complete and about how the will 

spend their funding.

Year 11 students are currently in the process of completing an application for this years scholarships.
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Recently the Design & Technology department took 30 students to the London 

Transport Museum in Acton for an Inspire Engineering Day which has been designed to

Design & Technology

Product Design
London Underground - Inspire Engineering

inspire students to consider STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) careers through access 

to practising engineers and London Transport Museum’s historic collection.

Interview with and Engineer After lunch, we had the opportunity to question Emily a 

civil engineer and a design engineer.

What is a civil engineer? A civil engineer works with architects, focusing on the 

structure, to  enable their ideas to be built

What is your salary? On the Graduate Scheme I earnt £26,000 per annum. I qualified 

in June and now earn £40,000 per annum in my first job, which is well above the 

average salary for graduates.

The Braking Eggsperiment Our first task of the day was the Breaking Eggsperiment where we had to 

transport a ‘passenger’ in a train along a track stopping safely before it hit the buffers. At first we thought this 

was really easy, but when we started to test out our idea we faced a number of problems e.g. the train fell off 

the tracks, or stopped halfway along, or would go too fast – crashing into the barriers. This was great fun, as 

we were keen to win the challenge and tested and modified our ideas until we found a solution.

What subjects did you study at A Level I did Maths, Product Design, Chemistry and Physics.

Why did you want to become and engineer? I loved building things with Lego and I always liked solving 

problems, so this seemed like the ideal career path.

What do you wear to work? I wear jeans, jumper, t-shirt and boots. When on site I also have to wear a hard 

hat and high-vis jacket.

What projects have you worked on? I have just been working on the Victoria Station Upgrade project.

Are you considering a career in Engineering? 

As part of the Engineering Leaders Award you would need to: 

• Interview an engineer

• Invent a product based on the brief  ‘If you were an Engineer – what would 

you do?’

• Pitch your invention in the form of a letter

If so, you may be interested in taking part in the Engineering Leaders Award.

For More Information 

see Miss Hobart in T3

Deadline: 21st Feb 2018

What is an Engineer? We found out that an engineer is someone who solves problems applying their 

knowledge of maths and scientific principles in a creative way. We also found out there are lots of different 

types of engineers who would specialise in different types of problems. There is currently a shortage of 

engineers in the UK and there are many opportunities to encourage more women into this profession.

After lunch we had the opportunity to interview engineers to find out more about this career path.

This was a really interesting trip and some of us are now considering engineering as a career 
option.
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On 8th November The Design and Technology department took 60 very 

excited students to the Warner Brothers Studio, to be honest I am not sure 

who was more excited the students or staff. Miss Percy was even 

considering dressing up in her witches costume!             

Design & Technology

Product Design
Warner Brothers Studio Tour

As part of our tour we had a lesson booked. This was really interesting as we found 

out about the materials and techniques used to create several of the props and 

costumes used in the Harry Potter films.

On our arrival we watched a short clip, the screen then lifted to reveal a door which 

opened to reveal the Great Hall – decorated with pumpkins for Halloween and the 

start of our tour.

Isha wore a  goblins mask and ears and Maryam and got to hold  up Hagrid's actual trousers. – which were 

enormous. We also discovered that Hagrid is actually played by two actors – Robbie Coltrane. For the close 

up shots and Martin Bayfield, a 6’10’’ rugby player, when you needed to see his giant size.

We also learnt about the many creative jobs in the film industry including costume designers, set designers, 

graphic designers and prop designers. This was really interesting as we could see how the skills we learn 

and develop in Design and Technology apply.

The studio and films sets on the site are still used for shooting scenes and we all got very excited when we 

found out that Johny Depp and Eddy Redmayne were filming Fantastic Beasts and Where To Find Them 2, 

not to far away from us.

After the lesson we continued our tour, looking at the sets and costumes used in the films and completing 

our passports. Some of us had photos taken on broomstick or for ‘Wanted’ posters. Others practised their 

wand waving, tried to get onto Platform 9¾ or took the short cut to avoid the spiders in the Forbidden Forest.

At lunchtime Miss Percy sampled a Butterbeer, giving her a moustache. This drink was disgusting and I 

definitely would not recommend it. Continuing our tour after lunch we walked down Diagon Alley, saw the 

amazing graphics, tried the computer animations of Dobby and observed the huge model of Hogwarts. Our 

trip ended in the shop where students purchased a range of merchandise from wands to T-shirts to 

keyrings. It was a fantastic trip and I had a very enjoyable day and learnt a lot about the film industry and the 

making of Harry Potter.
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Wishing you a Merry Christmas from the 

Nonsuch Design Technology department 

We thought you would like to take a look at some of the 

wonderful products your daughter might have made this 

term and brought home or will be doing so in the New 

Year. A letter went out to all parents asking for a          

contribution towards these and although some of you have 

paid we need all of you to do so in order for us to continue 

to support your daughters in producing such great work! 

Please could you check Parentpay for details. Thank you. 
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Geography Fieldtrips 
For the Geography Department it’s been a busy term of trips across Year 7, Year 8, 

Year 10 and Year 13. Students have been to local areas, such as Cheam and    
Sutton, as well as further afield to Stratford and the Olympic Park in north east 

London, and Camber Sands on the South Coast.  

There’s been a lot of walking, some coach breakdown drama, but more            

importantly, some fantastic, Geographic days out! 

Miss Morgan, Head of Geography 

CHEAM VILLAGE 
In October 2017, all the Year Sevens were taken on 
their first Geography fieldtrip. The purpose of the field 

trips was to unravel and understand the settlement of 
Cheam. We were first taken to the heart of Cheam 

Broadway.   

Our class was split into five groups. Each group had a 

different task:  

Group A- Land Use Survey 

Group B- Traffic count 

Group C- Estate agents and cost of houses 

Group D- Pedestrian count 

Group E- Survey / Interview the public 

After the activity we were taken for sightseeing around 

Cheam. We visited:  

Whitehall 

St Dunstan’s Church 

Lumley Chapel 

Church Farm Road 

 

We recorded all our important research and headed 

back to school where we analyzed our results. An     

individual from each of the above group’s were tasked 
to share their research with other members of the class.  

We shared different viewpoints which made this task fun 
and creative.  

This fieldtrip enhanced my knowledge of Cheam and my 
understanding of settlements; there were also new 

things which we learned with the importance of Cheam 
as a spring line settlement, its origin and changes over 

time. This task not only helped us improve our         
understanding of Cheam but also 

our skills to work as a team col-

lecting fieldwork.  

Dia , 7 Jupiter 

7N striking a pose in Cheam Village 

7N walking through Nonsuch Park 
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3.11.17:  

Day out at Camber 
Sands  

with Year 13  

investigating the 
sand dune          
succession.  

Stunning view!  

Year 10 trip to Olympic Park 

By Rushana & Karen 

Our trip to the park started with a morning call at the canteen at 8:15, waiting for a great day ahead of us. As we 

got on the coach, we were told about the plan of the day and how long each activity would take. Even though we 

left quite early, we were unfortunate to have our coach break down nearer to our destination but that didn’t stop 

us from enjoying the rest of our time. Despite the complications on the way, we didn’t arrive too late and 

adapted our plan for the day.  

Once we arrived, we were introduced to our tour guide Stan who gave us a detailed explanation of the layout of 

the park and how it went through some of the changes that occurred in Stratford and the rest of the city as a   

result of the Olympics. The development that was undergone completely changed the landscape and provided 

new facilities for the locals, such as the new state of the art Aquatics Centre.  Taking a look around, we complet-

ed surveys and questionnaires of the park by asking people for their opinions of the changes over time. Stan 

then introduced us to the ArcelorMittal Orbit, a 178m high sculpture and is the tallest British piece of art. After a 

bite to eat, we stopped by the River Lea which is now considered to be the cleanest river in the country and as a 

result of the cleaning plan for the Stratford City project; it is now home to over 20 species of fish and is an envi-

ronmental magnet for birds and flora. Lastly after a long day, our new coach had arrived and we packed up all 

ready to head back to school, looking out for our broken coach which surprisingly, was still there!  
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a team of 9 year 7s took part in the Junior Galactic Challenge at Imperial College on 2nd December.  They were 

teamed up with students from Eltham College and formed the youngest team in the competition. They were 
then given the challenge to plan, design and present a proposal for a research base on Mars. They only had four 

hours to complete the task and had to work as a highly organized team to cover all the proposal points. Though 
they did not win they worked extremely hard  

Khushi, Maya, Dhriti, Saanchi, Francesca, Tharsika, Jenapa, Olivia, 

We would like to say a huge well done to all 

our sixth form students for all their hard work 

this term. Year 12 with settling in to their A 

Levels and elective programmes and Year 13 

for completing their UCAS forms or deciding 

on their next steps. We have had some excel-

lent tutorial sessions but the highlight was the 

sixth form inter house bench ball – which 

Mars won. Year 13 also had a powerful tutori-

al for the  Daniel spargo-mabbs foundation 

about the dangers of drugs. Year 12 mean-

while had a talk on the leadership opportuni-

ties available to them and we hope that lots 

of them apply. Year 13, we know you have 

mock exams coming up but, we wish all our 

students a restful and enjoyable Christmas 

break and look forward to seeing you all in 

January. 

Mrs Haskins & Miss Hawkins 

Sixth form 
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Live-Streaming Services 

Social Media platforms such as Facebook, Instagram and Snapchat all now allow some form of live-streaming 

capability, allowing users to broadcast live video of themselves across the internet. As well as the established 

channels, pure live-streaming services such as Periscope, Omegle, Liveme and Lively are also growing in 

popularity. 

Students might be attracted by the potential of broadcasting themselves in this way, but, according to the  

National Crime Agency, there are considerable risks in doing so. While some services limit the number of 

people who can view a broadcast, there are others, particularly if safeguards are turned off, which are open 

for  anyone to view, including potential predators. A recent BBC investigation revealed that some broadcasts 

involving children led to viewers making increasingly obscene requests and demands and also requesting 

personal details from those involved. The services are meant to have age ratings and be moderated but in 

practice this does not seem to be being carried out consistently. 

We would therefore recommend that if students use these services, they do so with extreme care and close 

supervision, and with all safeguards turned on. Users should never reveal their personal details and report 

suspicious activity immediately. Below are details of some of the most popular services and their security  

settings: 

Facebook Live: 

Minimum Age: 13 

Settings: Decide who sees live stream and timeline, block users 

 

Skype 

Minimum Age: 13 

Settings: Hide age, date of birth, gender, only allow people on contact list to get in 

touch. 

 

Periscope 

Minimum Age: 13 

Settings: Hide location, set private broadcast so only invited people can watch, restrict 

chat to only people you follow. 

 

YouNow 

Minimum Age: 13 with parental permission, 18 without 

Settings: Use a nickname, hide location and block people 

 

musical.ly and live.ly 

Minimum Age: 13 with parental permission, 18 without 

Settings: Make account private, let only friends send direct       

messages, block users, hide location 
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2017 Borough Cross Country 

On Thursday 19th of November, 30 Nonsuch girls took part in the annual Sutton 

Schools Cross Country Championships at Sutton Grammar playing fields. The girls 

were outstanding on the day and came away with some of the best results we have 

had at Nonsuch.  

A special mention must go to Maya in year 7 who won her U13 race convincingly, an 

excellent performance, which puts her straight through to represent Sutton at the Surrey Schools Cross 

Country in January. The U15 team came second in their age group overall, with Matilda, Sophie and  

Lydia placing in the top 10 runners. The senior team placed first overall in their age group, where Elsa, 

Kate, Gemma, Megan, Secoura and Mollie all placed within the top 10 finishers. 

Overall, Nonsuch placed FIRST out of the 8 competing girls schools on the day! An exceptional           

performance. 

12 girls across all the age groups placed in the top ten positions and a further 7 girls placed in the top 

15.  

The top 10 finishers have the opportunity of representing Sutton at the Surrey Schools Cross Country in 

January. 

A huge congratulations to all of the girls who participated on the day! 

U13 runners  
U15 runners (placed second overall)  

Senior team  Nonsuch cross country team 
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Badminton 

On Tuesday, 28th November, Nonsuch KS3 A and B badminton teams competed in 

the Borough Badminton Competition. We had stiff opposition from St Philomena and 

Wallington High School in hopes of proceeding to the next round on the way to    
nationals. Our A team included: Tvishi, Pragya, Lousia, Trinity and Harshita. We 

played well and beat St Phils and Wallington without losing a single game which 
means we are now through to the next round of this competition. Our B team      

included:  Suhani, Mihika, Imaan, Khushi and Yena. They also defeated St Phils and 

Wallington which means both of our teams have qualified for the next round of the 
competition. The next round is going to be the qualifying round for the London youth 

games. If we win that then we will reach the London youth games and then finally 
there will be a Nationals school final which we hope to reach. A huge thank you to 

our coach Vib, and to the Sixth Form helpers for doing a fantastic job in helping to 

organise our teams. 

Written by Tvishi Y9 

Football report 

Football at Nonsuch is thriving. Year on year we have managed to grow the sport through taster sessions, forming 

club links with Crystal Palace and by taking part in a host of competitions including the Sutton Schools League, the 

League Cup competitions and the prestigious Surrey Cup Competitions. This has been our busiest year yet as we 

have 4 squads, including an U18 team, competing regularly.  

At the mid-way point through the season our U12’s are leading the way winning 2 league matches, a league cup 

match against St Phils and coming through 2 nail biting penalty shoot-outs in the Surrey Cup to reach the Quarter 

Finals. This match will be played on Monday 15 January at home to Greenshaw.  

Our U14’s lost to Greenshaw and Cheam but beat St Phil’s. Meanwhile the U16’s played a thrilling 5-5 draw away 

at Wallington but suffered some losses at the hands of Greenshaw and Stanley Park; teams who are competitive at 

national level. It’s been great to see so many students at training and to introduce new squad members to the 

team, including students who are being assessed for their GCSE PE practicals.  

Our U18’s are playing in a mini-league with away fixtures played against Ursuline (lost 8-0) and Coloma (drew 4-

4). We look forward to hosting these teams at Nonsuch in the new year (Thursday 18th and Monday 22nd January). 

As this photo proves, the girls have thoroughly enjoyed taking part in the competition so far and it’s great to see 

so many girls playing football into key stage 5. 
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Step in to Dance 

 

Our Year 10 GCSE PE students and members of the Step in to Dance programme at Nonsuch travelled to Cheam 

High School to undertake a contemporary dance workshop at the end of November. They had the opportunity to 

work with students from Cheam High to explore different pathways and techniques led by industry specialists. The 

routines that they showed at the end showed creativity and individuality. Some of our students will be submitting 

dance as part of their practical coursework so this was a great opportunity to learn some new skills – keep         

dancing!  

Surrey Schools Under 19 Floor and Vault Competition 

 

We attended the Surrey Schools Under 19 Floor and Vault Gymnastics Competition on Wednesday 18th October. 

We first competed on vault followed by a self-choreographed floor routine.  Our scores from both pieces of     

apparatus were then added together to give the team result. The team consisted of five gymnasts: Jessica in 

Year 11 and four students from Year 13: Secoura, Anna, Camille and Anya. It 

was a really enjoyable day and to come away with silver medals made it even 

better! Thank you to Miss Scovell, Mrs Hooper and Mrs Holmes for their sup-

port.   

Secoura and Anya  
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Surrey Schools U19 Netball Tournament  

I could not be prouder of this group of    

players. All of them are determined and  

tenacious netball players they are superb 

role models for the younger girls. We knew 

at the start of the day that competition was 

fierce in our pool, with all four other schools 

having progressed to finals last year. We 

came out fighting and a nail bitter of a first 

game resulted in a draw between St     

Catherine’s and ourselves largely due to Simi 

and Kate’s outstanding defensive work. We 

had a game off to regroup and then went on 

to beat Riddlesdown, Scarlett played       

superbly and when combining with Annie 

they were able to convert the goals that 

gave us the win. Riddlesdown had two    

surrey storm players in their mist and we 

knew we had to stop them linking up in order to win. Annabel’s tracking in defence was brilliant and Gemma’s 

reach was outstanding throughout the day but particularly in this game. They worked well with Fiona and Riley to 

create a near impenetrable defensive zone. Our third game was the hardest and we narrowly lost out to Coloma 

despite strong mid court work from Mollie and Kitty.  We finished strongly with a win against Rosebery and an 

excellent circle display from Lucy and accurate feeds from Lauren. We missed qualification to finals on goal differ-

ence and whilst this is hard to take I know that the girls gave 110% and I know how superb they are! We look 

forward to the Year 13 vs Year 12 show down in the Borough tournament in March.  

Mrs Haskins   

U15 Hockey Tournament 

On Tuesday 28th November 2017, the U15 hockey 

team (plus a few year 9s), accompanied by Miss 

Whelehan and Miss Smith, attended the annual Surrey 

Hockey tournament hosted this year by Epsom       

College. 

We played four matches, although our pool was full of 

tough opposition; Epsom College, Alleyn’s School, 

Kingston Grammar and City of London Freemens 

School. Even though we tried our best and battled 

hard we were unable to proceed out of the pool    

stages. However, through this we have been able to 

improve as a team and will continue to do so moving 

into the second half of the season after Christmas. The 

whole team is thankful for the encouragement and 

support of Miss Whelehan and Miss Smith. 

Players: Sophie, Alexis, Panusha, Sooyon, Tilly, Molly, 

Hanna, Maryam, Charlotte, Emma, Emma, Sophie, 

Nirvana and Hannah. 
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Year 7 London Youth Games Netball Tournament 

Our Year 7 A&B Netball teams competed against the rest of the schools in the borough for the chance to represent 

Sutton at the London Youth Games in March 2018. The A team started strongly with a good 4-0 win against  

Greenshaw, beating St Philomena’s and drawing with Stanley Park. The B team also had some good wins. The  

tournament was a great early opportunity to test out our set plays and shooting combinations in preparation for the 

end of season borough tournament. Well done Year 7!     

Year 9 & 10 Borough Competition  

The Year 9 & 10 volleyball teams travelled to Stanley Park for the Borough Volleyball competition. Many of the girls 

having just taken up Volleyball in September this was their first competitive match and there were lots of positives 

to take. We came 2nd and 3rd in the Borough with Stanley Park going through to the next round. We look forward to 

building on our success next year and challenging for the title. A big thank you to Meena and Karina in Year 12 for 

coaching the girls this term they are really benefitted from your expertise!    



 

CCF 
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Twenty six girls from year 9 recently got their first taste of   

cadet life as they spent a weekend on the CCF new recruit’s 

camp. The camp took place at St Martins Plain training camp 

near Folkestone. The girls took part in a range of exciting    

activities, such as; orienteering, teambuilding exercises and 

camouflage and concealment. One of the highlights of the 

weekend was the obstacle course which involved scaling a 7m 

high cargo net. The camp was excellently organised and run by 

a team of sixth formers 

from Nonsuch and    

Sutton Grammar. The 

weather was cold but 

fine  and a great time 

was had by all.          

Remember next CCF 

camp is coming up in 

February! 

In June last year Annabelle took part in the Cambridge Chemistry Challenge.  This is a written paper aiming to 

stretch students to think of chemistry beyond the syllabus and in the way they would at university.  Many of our 

students did well and Annabelle came in the top 50 of well over 7000 entries and was awarded the highest ranking 

Roentgenium Prize and a free residential camp held at the University of Cambridge at the end of August.  The    

students experienced university life by living and dining in college, attending lectures and practicals at the         

University Chemistry Department.   

Following on from her success, Annabelle and her teacher were invited to attend a Roentgenium Prize Winners’ 

Reception held at the prestigious Goldsmiths’ Hall in the City of London earlier this month.  48 students from 38 

different schools attended and each student was invited to prepare and deliver a talk on an element of their 

choice.  There was a wide variety of styles of presentation with some using demonstrations such as a gallium 

spoon in hot water and one presenter chewing 

his element of choice!  Annabelle chose silicon 

and on arrival she discovered she was to deliver 

her talk last as they were ordered in            

accordance to their abundance in the Earths’ 

crust.  It was a long wait but Annabelle gave a 

fantastically engaging and interesting talk on its 

uses in mobile phones and Gorilla Glass. 

To commemorate her achievement, Annabelle 

was presented with a crystal trophy, of the 

probability distribution of an electron in the 2p 

atomic orbital, by Dr Peter Wothers, MBE, the 

renowned University of Cambridge chemist. 

 

Well done Annabelle! 

Beyond Gold in the Cambridge Chemistry Challenge 


