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Dear parents and carers 

This week Year 8 enjoyed a trip run by the Design Technology department to Coca Cola and year 10 

Geographers carried out fieldwork in the Surrey Hills enjoying the outdoors and ice cream on the 

warmest days of the year yet. We were also very proud of our U13 footballers who played a plucky 

match at Sutton United the week before in the Sutton Cup Final.  Safeera in Year 10, who won the 

Sutton regional final of the Jack Petchey public speaking competition has learned that she will  also 

compete in the national final in July. Whatever the outcome, the audience will be privileged to hear her 

speak.  

 

For the last half term our gardening club girls 
have been working hard to transform our 
quad into a lovingly attended area. It has 
been a popular place for girls and staff to   
repare to at lunch times in this sunnier  
weather. The club members have begun the 
harder work of cleaning the pond as you can 
see here and they have reached a critical 
point where they could do with some grown-
up help with some of the heavier duty jobs 
or helping to fetch and deliver 
If you are able to assist in some way please 
contact us via the main school office and 
write “ Gardening Club” in the subject line or 
leave a message for the attention of Mrs 
Whiteley and Mrs Triegaardt. 
 
 
In terms of forthcoming events there is an impressive line up from the P.E. department. However, this 
year also sees the introduction of a new event promoted by our student leaders: the The Arts Captain, 
Safia, and her deputies Martha and Elia, will be holding an Arts Award evening together with the     
departments of Art, Music, Drama and Design Technology. This will be an opportunity to present 
awards for the artistic and creative endeavour of our students. We will be delighted to welcome our 
guest speaker to the event, Katherine Jakeways, comedian, actor and writer, whose second radio play 
series  of “North by Northamptonshire” was nominated for a Sony Radio Award.  

 
So we look forward to seeing many of you at our Arts Awards evening on 4 July, Summer Fair on    
Saturday 8 July and Sports Awards evening on 17 July. We are privileged to have such a wonderfully 
active PTA who support all these events along with our regular music teas, the 
next of which will take place on 20 June. 
 
Best wishes for the half term break, 
 
Ms Cavilla 
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It has been an incredibly busy half term for Year 13 as they approach their final      
examinations.  Since we have returned the girls have sat many mocks, completed 
plenty of revision and counted down the days until Study Leave begins!  Whilst 
stress levels and emotions have often run high it has also been a pleasure to 
hear many girls looking back on their time at Nonsuch with fond memories.  
In their final week before Study Leave began the year group dressed up with 
different themes on each day, culminating with the Friday theme of old 
school uniforms which were dug out from storage and nostalgia ruled the 
day!  It was really lovely to see the whole year group make a collective effort 
on these theme days and their outfits were brilliant!  It was even nice to see 
some staff participation with the festivities!  The atmosphere amongst the 
students really was wonderful and it was great to see the year group enter 
Study Leave with such a supportive and positive attitude. 

 

 

On Tuesday of the final week we were blessed with a break 
in the rain for our Picnic and Rounders on the field.  On    
Friday our final Leavers Assembly was a tear-jerker of an 
event with few dry eyes remaining by the end!  With consid-
erate and emotional speeches from form representatives 
and a creative video to boot it really was an unforgettable 
gathering.  And in the evening we were delighted to see so 
many at May Ball; there were plenty of beautiful dresses, 
happy faces and it was a pleasure to celebrate this special 
occasion with the year group.  We hope that they all had a 
thoroughly enjoyable evening. 

 

 

 

As we approach the final examinations we understand that many girls will 
find this period of time stressful and we would like to remind you that we 
are always here to support them.  Whilst many girls prefer to study at 
home, they are always welcome to come in to school (making sure, of 
course, that they sign in and out!)  The Common Room and Library are 
available for private study and if they require any support myself, Mrs. 
Haskins, Miss Johns and subject teachers are all here to help.  The 
School Counsellor and Community Nurse are also still available to all 
students if they wish to make use of this support.  Please don't        
hesitate to make contact if we can be of assistance. 

It has been a real privilege to be Head of Year for this extraordinary group 
of young ladies.  Our time together is not quite over yet and I will now be 
looking forward to seeing everyone as they tick each exam off of their list!  All 
the best Year 13! 

 

Miss Hawkins 

Year 13 
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Vox Celestes’ Double Victory 

Congratulations to our exclusive vocal group, Vox Celestes, who achieved a double victory at The Reigate & Redhill 

Festival. The girls sang very well indeed and received a winner's cup for the senior class (18 and under) and     
likewise for the adult class. 

Music 

Jazz Night – 4th May 2017 

Last night we were treated to our 10th Jazz Night and what a success it was! 

We had performances from the Nonsuch Big Band, our Year 12 A-level         

students, Vox Celestes, the Hot Club of Nonsuch and numerous fantastic      

soloists! Highlights included Erin (Year 13) on voice and Lauren (Year 7) on 

flute. Special thanks to Dr Johnson for arranging this tremendous event and to 

the PTA for providing the delicious refreshments!  
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Music  Individual successes 

Congratulations to Madusha (Year 13) who has achieved her Diploma (DipLCM) on 

the Piano. This is an enormous achievement and testament to all the hard work 

and practice she has put in over the years!  

 

Marietta (Year 13), who is currently the leader 

of the Sutton Youth Symphony Orchestra, won 
Sutton Music Service's Young Musician of the 

Year on 27th March.   
Congratulations! 
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Paris Trip 
Near the end of March, a group of Year 10 students had the opportunity to go to Paris to learn more 
about France and its culture, as well as immersing ourselves in the language. During our stay in France, 
we got to stay with a French family in pairs or threes. We learnt a lot from our experiences in France and 
it helped us widen our speaking skills and our understanding of French considerably. 

We had the opportunity to go to a French school every morning during our stay. We would be dropped 
off at the school and have French lessons for around two hours (with a break and lunch of course). 
There, we got to speak to French students, allowing us to practise our speaking outside of a classroom 
environment, which we also did when staying with our host families. 

After we finished school, we had the opportunity to visit a large number of different places. We went to 
the Champs-Elysées to go shopping as well as passing by the Arc de Triomphe, to Montmartre to get 
paintings done and seeing the Sacre Cœur and to the museum of Fragonard, an established perfumery, 
where we got to test out perfume samples and find out how perfume is made. We also went to the    
famous Eiffel Tower, which allowed us to see practically all of Paris- and the view looked awesome- even 
if you didn’t go all the way up to the top. We also had an audio tour around the palace of Versailles, 
which was a majestic sight to see, and this is only about the outside. When we went inside the palace, 
we got to explore the many rooms that made up the palace, as well as learn what they were used for. 

What I think was the highlight of the trip however, was the well anticipated trip to Disneyland Paris 
which was near the end of our trip. Many people were looking forward to the attractions the place held, 
such as the rides and the characters and getting those mouse ears that everyone who goes to Disney-
land seem to have. We went on loads of rides and had plenty of fun there! 

All in all, despite a few people being sick on the trip, our experiences in Paris great fun, some of them 
also amusing, and we managed to learn a lot from those 5 days and improve our understanding of 
French. Thank you to all the teachers who organised the trip as we all enjoyed ourselves a lot! 

Athena Year 10 

Languages 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjB5-PRterTAhWBnRoKHccsAkwQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fblog.uniplaces.com%2F7-items-to-pack-for-paris%2F&psig=AFQjCNFdQON61_sMLXjheQFDeoqlwi_gfA&ust=1494680593588999
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Belgian Exchange and Work Experience 

Year 12 French students were given the opportunity to take part in an exchange with the Belgian school 
of Sainte Veronique in Liège this year, along with some girls from Saint Philomena’s. The excitement   
began when we sent profiles of ourselves away to the Belgian school and soon received messages from 
our exchange students – I immediately got on well with Charlotte, my exchange, as we chatted over 
Snapchat. When our exchanges arrived to stay in England with us, we were understandably nervous, but 
our concerns were unfounded as we spent our first full day together showing them the sights in London. 
They took part in work experience during the day, and after school we took them to cafés and school 
plays to make sure they had a good time. Once their week here was over, we were sad to see them go, 
but we were aware we’d see them again in just over a month. 

On March 25th, the five of us (along with Mrs Ash from Nonsuch and Miss Williams from Saint         
Philomena’s) set off for Belgium on the Eurostar. After a long day of travelling, it was great to see the 
familiar faces of our exchanges once we arrived – but somewhat stressful to be suddenly thrown into 
speaking constant French! Charlotte’s family treated me to a delicious meal at a restaurant on the      
Saturday night, and we then spent Sunday exploring Brussels (and buying a lot of chocolate while we 
were there). We were all nervous about our first day of work experience, but this again was unnecessary. 
I worked in a sandwich shop for the week, and my temporary boss and co-workers were very forgiving of 
any mistakes I made, as well as being happy to chat to me and ask questions at quiet moments during 
the day. I was surprised by how much I was able to communicate in French, even if I did occasionally 
have to guess what the boss had asked me to do. Since the Belgian schools only have a half day on 
Wednesdays (which we all agreed was very lucky), we went to see a film in the afternoon; ‘Beauty and 
the Beast’ is great fun to watch in French considering its French setting! 

On the Friday morning, we parted from our exchanges with promises to meet up again in the future and 
offers to come and stay again. It was a fantastic opportunity, not just for improving my French but also 
for meeting new people and having new experiences. 

Cerian year 12 
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GRANADA - March 2017 

On Sunday March 26th, we had a very early start to Gatwick Airport, where we boarded a plane to Mala-
ga Airport. Our excitement however kept us awake as we awaited the hot, sunny weather. Despite all 
being seated apart we managed to switch around to find our friends so we could all enjoy the flight.  

Our first stop in Spain was la playa de Malagueta where we had some free time. This was the first time 
we really got to try out our Spanish as a lot of us wanted food after the long journey. While some of us 
relaxed on the sandy beaches, others went exploring around the beach front shops. Our next destination 
had a lot of the girls feeling nervous as we were going to meet the families that we would be staying 
with for the next five days. When we arrived, we saw all of the families waiting with welcoming smiles on 
their faces and we were introduced in the pairs and threes we would be staying in. In Spain, it is custom-
ary to greet someone with a kiss on each cheek so that is how we were greeted much to the surprise of 
a few of the girls. The Y10s and Y12s had slightly different experiences with meeting the host families. 

For the Y12s, we were nervous when we met the families we were surprised at how much we            
understood, although it was difficult at first to catch everything that they were saying as they spoke very 
fast. The lady I stayed with had a small Maltese terrier called Luki and a cat called Pipo who were very 
friendly and loved the attention. 

For the Y10s, first meeting the families was quite nerve racking, however, this helped us to improve as 
we picked up new vocabulary. The family I stayed with had a dog called Siri and during the week we 
went with them to walk her at the dog park. 

Throughout the week, we got to try the traditional Spanish meals that the families made. They  were 
keen to ensure we had the full cultural experience and a lot of us tried foods that we wouldn't normally 
eat. Our mornings, for most of the week were spent at the Atlas School for learning languages where we 
completed a ten-hour Spanish course in small groups. On the Wednesday evening, when the Y10's went 
home, the Y12's and teachers went out for tapas. It was a really nice evening. 

We had many exciting trips including to the caves of Nerja (las cuevas de Nerja), Frigiliana and Olive Oil 
Museum and around the Alhambra. We were also lucky enough to be able to have a flamenco lesson in 
the Sacromonte caves and then watch a flamenco show. We can say with certainty that all the girls were 
in awe of the amazing dancers. We also had the opportunity to do a course of Taracea where we were 
taught how to inlay Arabic style designs onto wood. 

On the last day, we said our final goodbyes to the families who had treated us so well and thanked them 
for the amazing opportunity they had provided us. We had one last trip to the beach where the Y12's and 
a few of the Y10's with Sara (the Spanish Language Assistant) played volleyball on the sand whilst some 
other Y10's went to a restaurant for all-you-can-eat paella. Although we were sad to leave Spain, a lot of 
us were looking forward to seeing our parents again.  

It was an incredible trip and we just want to say thank you to the Spanish teachers for making it possi-
ble. 

By Dhara and Khyati  Year 10 & 12 
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G C S E

P R O D U C T  D E S I G N

S H O W

C A S E

Juliette

Coffee table inspired 

by the Deconstuctivism

design movement

Akalini

Jewellery box and jewellery inspired 

by the Tamil culture

Chloe

Jewellery stand and pendant inspired by the 

De Stijl design movement

Hannah

Jewellery stand and jewellery 

made from natural and 

recycled materials

Sivanusha

Bag inspired by the Indian Culture

Yuenixa

Patchwork skirt made 

from recycled materials

Roopanshi

Jewellery stand and jewellery 

inspired by Art Deco

Lucy

Jewellery box and jewellery inspired 

by the Japanese culture

Netra

Jewellery box and pendant 

inspired by the Indian culture
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A 2

P R O D U C T  D E S I G N

S H O W

C A S E

Charlotte

Garden chair with 

workspace

Francesca

Seating inspired by Deconstructivism

Kanya

Jewellery display and range of jewellery inspired by 

Brunel’s Ironbridge

Fatima

Architects model for a new design 

of the school canteen for Nonsuch

Shorubhi

Child’s toy to develop imaginative play
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A  S

P R O D U C T  D E S I G N

S H O W

C A S E

Kousy

Batman/Joker LED Light

Aman

Architecture inspired jewellery 

display & range of jewellery 

pieces
Emma

Table lamp inspired by Op 

Art

Janine

Op Art inspired jewellery box

Natalie

Table inspired by Spanish 

culture

Poorany

Lamp inspired by the 

Indian culture

Saj

Art Nouveau inspired lamp

Saduni

Aquarium stand inspired by 

Barbara Hepworth sculptures

Zoe

Bench/table for the Nonsuch quad
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The Salters’ Festivals of Chemistry for 11-13 year olds are held at universities and colleges. Activities include two 

practical challenges and a fun lecture with fun prizes and certificates for all. In February we applied to enter the 
competition with a team of four year eight students in order to experience the fun of practical Chemistry. We were 

offered a place at University College of London on the 21st of April, Ama, Megan, Anjola and Grace made up the 
Nonsuch Salters’ Challenge Team 2017. 

Preparations  

Preparations for the competition started with the team meeting up in S10 a Chemistry laboratory and getting to 
know each other. Furthermore, the girls wanted to know what the day would be like so they were very keen to  

listen to Emily and Anna, last year’s competitors who explained what their Salters’ Challenge day was like and what 

to expect.  The account they gave and their recollections were positive and encouraging so the Nonsuch team were 
eager and ready to compete. But in order to make the most of the experience and rise to the challenge they    

needed to learn to work as a team, so the girls were given some mysteries to solve.  They soon learnt to share out 
tasks and to listen to each other’s ideas as well as reviewing the work done. 

The Challenge Day 

On our arrival along with twenty four other schools we were directed to the Chemistry Lecture Theatre for introduc-
tions and welcome and before long the teams were allocated a space in a very big laboratory normally used for  

undergraduates. They had an hour and three quarters to complete The Salters’ Challenge, then eat their packed 

lunches followed by The University Challenge. The final activity was watching an amazing demonstration by       
Professor Andre Sella. His final trick was making ice cream with liquid nitrogen; this was very quickly consumed by 

the competitors and their teachers. A very busy day. 

Congratulations 

Nonsuch were awarded third prize for their performance in The Salters Challenge – very well done girls! We all 

agreed that it was a fantastic opportunity for learning outside the classroom, with the right level of challenge and 
fun. 

                Mrs Arogundade 

Salters’ Festival of Chemistry  
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Black Country Living Museum  

The History Department (and a few other enthusiastic teachers) took all of Year 8 to the Black Country to investi-

gate what life was like in the Victorian age.  The Museum is a living, working village and students were able to see 
a range of different aspects to their lives.  From the hardware store to the houses, from the chainmaker’s to the 

Worker’s Institute, the students were fully immersed in life during the Industrial Revolution.   

A highlight for many was the journey down the mine.  In the nineteenth century, this would have been a          

back-breaking job where many would not have lived past the age of 40.  With our hard hats on and spending only 
thirty minutes down the mine,  we were nevertheless able to get a good idea of the dark, the dangers and the  

loneliness for many who worked in the mines, for those often as young as 10.  Although women and girls were 

soon banned from working down the mine, Nonsuch girls were not amused to hear of the female role of the ‘pit 
bonk wenches’ who did exhausting work shovelling coal at the surface.  Another highlight was the school           

experience.  Nonsuch was definitely a better alternative than writing on slates and at risk of a flying board rubber or 
beating!   

An exhausting but rewarding day was had by all.  Students will now use their experience to help with them their 
exams on the Industrial Revolution. 

History & Politics Newsletter April – May 2017 
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Suzannah Lipscomb Visit Monday 8 May  
Dr Suzannah Lipscomb, a historian renowned for her work in 16th century English and French history, 
visited Nonsuch and delivered two captivating lectures. Suzannah is a former pupil of Nonsuch, and stud-
ied here until she was 16, later receiving a Jowett Scholarship at the prestigious Balliol College, Oxford.  
She graduated with two firsts in History for her PhD.  Following this, she has worked at Hampton Court 
Palace, the New College of the Humanities, as well as setting up her own business venture of History 
Masterclass – just naming a few of her achievements.  She has also presented numerous programmes 
including Hidden Killers and Henry VIII and his six wives. 

During an afternoon at Nonsuch, when meeting the sixth formers, she presented research on ordinary 
women in Nimes, a topic which she says has often been overlooked as many of these women were not 
able to express their wishes in society as they neither had the desirable status or gender.  This lecture 
was delivered superbly, with much audience participation making it both immensely interesting as well as 
informing.  This was followed by a lecture on, perhaps her most well-known topic, Henry VIII.  This was 
given to a large audience of Year 7 to 13s who had come to listen, interested in the year that changed 
Henry VIII, 1536.  The huge chain of events that led to a young, amiable prince turning into the despised 
tyrant we know today including the infamous execution of Anne Boleyn, the death of his beloved son, 
Henry Fitzroy, and the dissolution of the monasteries.  All in all, the lectures were fascinating and with 
the friendly manner with which they were delivered, it was an honour to receive her and hopefully she 
will serve as inspiration to any future historians. 

Stephania 9 Pluto  

Ms MacPherson  



 

I am delighted to report that our final completions figure for the last reporting cycle was 172.  119 of these were 

Bronze, 41 Silver and 12 Gold.  I am very much looking forward to seeing more completions in the coming months 
as students find time to upload their evidence. 

149 Year 9 students set out on the Bank Holiday weekend to complete their Bronze Practice Expeditions.  On arrival 

at the various campsites they set about pitching their tents and then prepared their evening meal.  The weather 

was kind and they seemed to be in good spirits, despite some of them taking some very long (unplanned) routes 
around the Surrey countryside.  The girls all made it home safely on Sunday and are now looking forward to their 

Qualifying expedition on 1 July. 

Our latest Gold Award winners are Anjli who is in Year 13 and Sanjana Sridhar who left last year.  Some of students 

have now been notified that they will be receiving their Awards at Buckingham Palace during the summer which is 
exciting news. This year’s Gold expeditions involve record numbers of students heading off in the last week of term. 

We wish them well in ‘wild country’. 

A reminder for Silver participants that route planning is on Monday 12 June and the Practice Expedition is on Friday 

7 – Sunday 9 July.  

Nicola Holmes 

Duke of Edinburgh Manager 

Duke of Edinburgh Award 
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Nonsuch Palace Trip  

After the Year 13 tutorial picnic, Mr Coy took a group of Year 13 Historians and Ms 

D’Souza and Ms Budden to visit the site of Nonsuch Palace.  

Unfortunately there is little left of the palace itself, apart from three marker posts 

and a notice board, but this was still sufficient for the group to imagine themselves 

standing at the entrance of Henry VIII’s great palace, begun in 1538 (but not fin-

ished in Henry’s lifetime) to be more magnificent than anything his royal rivals 

might possess.  

Whilst there, the students acted out several key scenes from the palace’s history – 

the signing of the Treaty of Nonsuch and Earl of Essex’s outbursts.  The most well-

known is that of 1599 when Essex burst into Queen Elizabeth’s royal chamber, be-

fore she was properly dressed and ready to receive visitors. Not surprisingly she 

never forgave him for this impulsive act… 

As we walked back to school the Year 13s, with only several days left before study 

leave, reflected on how fortunate we were to have such a historic site so close to the 

school, located in such beautiful surroundings. 



 

House News 
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At the end of last term we held a whole school House Assembly to reflect on the activities and achievements in the 

House competition over the Spring term.  This assembly was extra special as, for the first time, students dressed 

up in their house colours and sat together with fellow house-mates. This created a fantastic atmosphere in the 

sports hall as the certificates and prizes were awarded to top students and overall winning Houses in the competi-

tions. 

The following students were the top 3 in their year group with our overall winning student being Sophie in       

Neptune with 176 credits.  

Maaya  Pluto 123 

Kanirthi Mars 115 

Lydia Pluto 103 

Sophie Neptune 176 

Adchaya Neptune 172 

Margarita Neptune 148 

Sachi Saturn 87 

Rishika Saturn 70 

Deeksha Mars 70 

Amy Mercury 82 

Isabel Mars 48 

Sophia Saturn 46 

Sabrina Saturn 70 

Rachel Saturn 56 

Jillian Mars 51 

Here are the results for the winning house in 

each year group 

And our House standings were 

as follows: 



 

Sutton Regional final of The Speak Out Challenge 
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Shortly we will be advertising for our final big event of the year – Battle of the Bands – in which the House team 

join forces with Miss Waller and the Music team. We know there is a lot of musical talent at Nonsuch so we hope to 

see a number of acts signing up for auditions which take place on Thursday 29 June in the music classrooms.    

Details will be advertised on the student electronic message board soon!  

Rules for Battle of the Bands: 

• Your band must be made up of performers who are all in the same House. 

• Your band can use performers from a mixture of different year groups. You may perform any style of music 

you would like except for Western Classical Music e.g. pop, rock, world, folk music etc. are all ok! 

• There must be a minimum of 4 people in your band. 

• There must be at least one singer in your band. 

• Your piece must not last any longer than 2 ½ minutes in total.  

• You must be able to perform your piece accurately and without memory slips all the way through. 

• You must have a band name. 

 

Mrs Traynor 

House Coordinator  

Interhouse Netball and Hockey 

The PE department with the help of the Sports Officials ran the fiercely competitive lower school interhouse netball 

and hockey competitions, with the following results: 

 
 

Well done to 7 Venus for being the first VENUS class to win a sports interhouse. It was a close call however, pipping 

Neptune to the post by just 1 GOAL!  

  Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 

Netball Saturn Mercury Saturn 

Hockey Venus Jupiter Pluto 

 
Congratulations to Safeera in Year 10 who won the Sutton Regional final 

of The Speak Out Challenge. The event took place on 3rd May at        

Carshalton and she came first in the face of some fierce competition 

from many other local schools. ’What’s your story?’, her winning speech,  

was delivered with considerable passion and memorable aplomb.        

Already an outstanding achievement,  Safeera is now in strong          

contention for a place in the Finals.  

Breaking News 

 Safeera is now in the Grand Finals of the JP Speak Out  Challenge 

which will take place  in London (Cambridge Theatre) in July. She is 

in the top 15 from  19,191 entrants! 



 Page 17 

Newsletter                                                 Issue 44  May 2017 

                                                                 Nonsuch High School For Girls                                      

We held our first Interhouse Chess competition for some years on Thursday 4 May with 26 entrants    

taking up the challenge. After the first round matches we created a Champion’s competition for the   

winners to go head-to-head. The remaining competitors faced off in the plate competition.  

Within the limited time available the students had to choose whether to play aggressively in the hope of 

a quick win or stick to a defensive strategy but with the risk of not taking enough pieces to achieve    

victory. Mr Vernon and I were delighted that spectators came along to watch and support friends within 

their house and this added to the buzz of the event! Our overall winners were Yana in Mars, Alina in  

Saturn, Ashrita in Saturn and Enya in Jupiter. All results can be seen below with winners highlighted in 

yellow, green signifies a draw. Credits and certificates were given to all competitors with prizes for the 

winners. Mr Vernon hopes to see more students at chess club due to the success of this Interhouse! 

Champs Competition 

Yana - M v Diksha - N 

Alina - S v Yenny - J 

Ashrita - S v Anna - My 

Dia - P v Enya - J 

Zoha - S v Poonam - J 

Zara - J v Shimona - P 

Georgia - M v Catharine - My 

Plate Competition 

Emily - J v Hannah - S 

Sacha - J v Hana J - J 

Keerthana - J v Azka - M 

Sudipta - S v Catharine - My 

Ishani - P v Ela - J 

Natalia - J v Isha - S 

Chess competition 

 



 

P.E 
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Gym & Dance Display  
 

The theme for this year’s Gym and Dance display was ‘A Night at the Movies’. We had some amazing performances 

over both nights to songs from movies such as Grease, Mission Impossible, James Bond and Mary Poppins. 

 

As always our gymnasts put on a great display with group balances and breath taking tumbles. There was also an 

array of dance styles including tap and ballet. All the performances were thoroughly enjoyable but of particular note 

was the Year 11’s routine to a medley of Lion King songs. They worked really hard to put the piece together despite 

being in the midst of revision for their GCSE’s, their routine was a firm favourite with the audience on both nights. 

 

It was particularly pleasing to see how many girls took part with large groups in both Year 7 and Year 8 Gym 4 All, 

as well as a class dance from Year 8. Well done to all our performers and we look forward to seeing you all again in 

next year’s show. 
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U13 Sutton Schools Football Cup Final 

Before Easter our U13’s completed a successful cup run, beating the Beacon and Greenshaw along the way, to 

reach the final of the Sutton Schools Football Cup. The occasion was made even more prestigious as we were able 
to hire Sutton United’s ground, giving the girls a real desire to play hard and do theirselves proud. Despite the Year 

7’s playing in a separate league to the Y8’s, the squad have gelled nicely and their success in the cup is testament 

to this. Our Year 7’s achieved some great results in the league with our defensive record being highly impressive; 6 
clean sheets out of 8 matches played! The league game against Stanley Park was a hard fought 3-3 draw so all 14 

players were up for another opportunity to go head-to-head with a physically imposing and technically strong team. 
Tactics discussed and motivational speech complete, the teams walked out onto the hallowed turf at Gander Green 

Lane. In the first half we were defensively sound, with some strong challenges being made by all of our back four 

and a number of stunning saves from Ella in goal. The pace of Ninsola and Somtochi up front created a few oppor-
tunities and Grace’s runs down the left wing looked dangerous. At half time the score was 0-0 and with every player 

matching the Stanley Park girls for physicality and skill it was all to play for. In the second half the Stanley Park 
players managed to capitalise on a few chances and soon we found ourselves 3-0 down. Not wanting to go down 

without a fight, Lydia bent a free kick expertly around the defensive line with Margot connecting with a deft flick, 

but the keeper showed good awareness to pluck the ball from the air. As the final whistle blew the players were 
disappointed but Miss Richards and I could not be more proud of the commitment and dedication shown by our 

squad.  Overall we hope that this was an enjoyable experience for everyone involved! It was fantastic to see so 
many staff, parents and friends supporting our girls at the match – it made a huge difference to the team so thank 

you everyone. We would also like to say a special thank you to today’s lineswoman, Tia Foreman as well as Shan-
jika Mahalingham and Maddy Morrison for helping to coach the girls this season.  

Players: 

Lydia (C), Ella, Gauthami, Ela, Hannah, Grace, Yasmine, Margot, Ye Eun, Efia, Shianne, Somtochi, Ninsola, and 

Chloe. 
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Well here we go again, after a memorable victory at the London Youth Games Final, we are once again at the    

National Schools Championships Final in Milton Keynes, the home of English Badminton and Olympic Champions. 

We arrive very proud having earned a place amongst the top 9 schools in the country from 6,400 schools who   

competed this year. Our team of Jennifer, Eleanor, Deeksha and Tvishi though having less experience than our 
team last year, had worked very hard with coach Vib to produce strong doubles partnerships, so we knew that if 

luck was on our side with the draw that we could produce a close result. 

As it happens in our first round match against Altrincham Grammar we got off to a flying start. Tvishi, playing as 
our number one singles player won her game fairly easily, this meant that we were very likely to win most of the 

remaining games, especially the doubles. And as expected, we did eventually win 5-0. So on to the next match, 
knowing that a win here would mean that we were guaranteed a medal. This time we were playing against Chelms-

ford County. Watching Tvishi lose quickly against their first singles player and then with Eleanor losing against their 
second singles player even more quickly, we knew that playing against a team with two experienced county players 

in their squad was too much of a challenge. Still, Jennifer and Deeksha played magnificently to win their doubles 

game to avoid a total whitewash. So having lost 1-4 we were through to the 4th, 5th and 6th place playoffs. No 
medal but we were in fact doing far better that we could have hoped for. 

In our next round matches we won the first against Outward Valley 3-2 and lost the second against Kendrick 1-4. 
So after a hard fought competition we ended up 5th and extremely grateful for the experience of playing against 

the best junior badminton players in the country. Tvishi had the tough role of being our number one player so al-

ways faced the strongest player in the opposing teams but still fought for every point. Eleanor did magnificently and 
is so much stronger this year. Jennifer and Deeksha were sensational as our doubles specialists and were unbeaten 

throughout the competition. 

A personal comment from Vib our coach. “Girls, I’m very proud of your commitment and dedication to 3 months of 

training and making yourselves into such a cohesive and supportive team. I hope the joy of winning the London 
Games stays with you forever and in the future you will all enjoy even more great moments.” 

National Badminton Finals  
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Killington Ski Trip  

After months of excited anticipation we met at 

Heathrow airport, terminal 5, at 9am, ready to 

take on ‘The Beast’ the name of the mountain at 

the Killington Resort.  Although we had       

complained  about the colour of the compulsory 

ski hoodies, bright magenta pink, it turned out 

to be very helpful when navigating around the 

busy airports- you could spot any Nonsuch girl 

for miles. Even though the flight was 7 hours, 

Delta supplied many things to keep us          

entertained. 5 movies later, we landed in New 

York at 3.50pm. It took about 3 hours to get 

through customs and the coach was waiting for us when we left JFK airport. Throughout the 6 hour coach journey, 

Walter White, our coach driver, pointed out the New York skyline while we crossed over to the centre of the city. We 

got to experience some American culture by dining at the infamous Taco Bell. Finally, at nearly 2am, we arrived at 

the Killington Mountain Lodge, our home for the next week.  

 

Although the jet lag itself wasn’t too bad, waking up at 6:30am on day 

2 for our ski fitting was interesting…. Loaded up with our new skis, 

poles, helmets and ski boots, we were able to make our way onto the 

slopes.  

We were split into smaller groups based on ability and past experience, 

so the more advanced groups ventured straight onto the harder slopes. 

The first time skiers group spent the first half of the day getting to 

grips with the equipment, and trying our hardest not to completely 

stack it down the baby nursery slopes we were practising on. At the 

end of the day, we all took the gondola up the highest peak of the 

mountain to see the amazing views of Killington.  

Sunday got off to a better start, as we didn’t have 

to wake up as early and we were starting to get 

the hang of how skiing worked. The advanced 

groups were attempting (and for the most part 

completing successfully) the more difficult slopes, 

while the first time skiers and beginner groups 

started getting comfortable with the concept that 

skiing is very different from walking, and that   

going straight down the slope is not the best idea. 

Some of the first time skiers even managed to fall 

completely off the magic carpet conveyer belt, 

where all you have to do is stand still.  

Each evening, we had a different activity to pass 

the time, as we got back to the hotel relatively 

early each day. One night we took a walk to the 

nearby pizza restaurant, Outback Pizza. We demolished plate after plate of pizza, saving some room for brownies 

afterwards. Another night, we were taken bowling. On the way there, in our stereotypical yellow American school 

bus, we got the chance to stock up on sweets at Walmart.  
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Day 4 and 5 consisted of each group     

levelling up in the difficulty of slopes. The 

first timers had finally overcome their    

tendency to stop simply by crashing into 

another person.  Their instructor, Larry, had 

even fondly named them his “British Rugby 

Team”.  

 

At the end of each day the teachers and 

students nominated a “Wally of the Day”, 

who had to wear a jester hat on their    

helmet the following day. Our favourite  

story, being a year 8, who managed to fall 

and slide gracefully straight through the legs of her ski instructor.   

 

We had an amazing time and it is a trip we’ll never forget. We would like to thank everyone from the PE            

department who helped organise the trip for us, with a special thanks to Ms Haskins, Miss Whelehan, Mrs Stratford, 

Miss Scovell and Ms Richards for taking us and looking after us.  

 

Rachel & Georgia - Year 10 

Tennis News 
 

The tennis squad have played brilliantly this half-term.  Nonsuch entered Division 2 of the LTA Surrey Year 7 & 8 

Aegon Team Tennis Competition. (Lithusha, Anjana, Ekaterina, Gemma and Natasha.) They played Croydon High 

and Lingfield and won both matches without dropping a set.  The team is now waiting to play their last match to 

see if they can go ahead to the regional round. The squad then played Kings School in Wimbledon in the 

Branston Shield. This is a tournament for Under 18 players, but Nonsuch allows younger players to participate. I 

am pleased to report that the team won this match which means they are through to the semi-finals of this 

event. 

 

The Surrey Tennis Festival took place at St George’s College in Weybridge. This is a very high standard tourna-

ment, including schools that have tennis academies. In fact Nonsuch was the only state school at the event. The 

Under 15 team (Daisy and Andrea) played well but faced challenging opponents on the day. The Under 14 team 

(Vicky and Lithusha) fought their way through the round robin stage and faced St George’s in the semi-final. 

They won this and had to play Surbiton in the final. Nonsuch finished the day as runners-up which was a fantas-

tic achievement in a field of 21 schools in this age group. 
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PE dates for your diary 

 

Sat 17th - Sun 25th June  Ball girling at the Aegon                                                                                       

          Championships 

Wed 21st June    Borough Athletics Championships  

Wed 12th July    Sports Day 

Mon 17th July    Sports Awards Evening 7pm 

Wed 19th July    World Para Athletics Championships 

            visit 


