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Dear parents and carers, 

I have witnessed many school plays over the years but none has moved me as much as this Nonsuch school     

production of Blue Stockings. The girls’ performances were moving and engaging managing to both incite pathos 

and provoke mirth. They were nothing short of brilliant as were the technical crew managing the stage, lighting and 

sound. The play ended fittingly with a projection of illustrious Girton College Cambridge graduates and Nonsuch 

alumni who are currently at Cambridge or who have offers to study there, thanks to the efforts of the Blue     

Stocking pioneers. 

Another huge production was the Careers Fair on Tuesday which was a     

tremendous feat that Ms Tingley pulled off, ably helped by our old and 

new student leadership team members in the sixth form. I am very 

much looking forward to working closely with the new student leader-

ship teams and sixth form committee.  

A momentous occasion two weeks ago was when Year 12 and 13     

English students welcomed Michael Frayn to Nonsuch on 18 January to 

listen to his personal account of the novel “Spies”; he grew up in Ewell 

and used the area as the setting for the fictitious novel.  The girls    

thoroughly enjoyed listening to his anecdotes and insight into the novel, 

and will forever remember the ‘turning point’ or lack of it! He also     

discussed his friendship with Sylvia Plath whilst they studied at        

Cambridge and worked on the college newspaper together.   After the 

session, Mr Frayn commented on how much he enjoyed talking to the 

girls and how impressed he was with their level of questioning.   

On our return to school there are two important academic preparation 

events for Year 12: the Higher Education Evening on Thursday 23    

February and the Oxbridge Evening on Tuesday 28 February. 

I look forward to seeing many Year 12 students and parents at those events.  With best wishes for the half term 

break. 

Despite all this good news within school we cannot ignore the wider local and national picture regarding school 

funding that threatens educational provision in all schools today. Please see my further email sent to all parents 

today soliciting your support in bringing this to the attention of your local MP. 

            Ms Cavilla 

 Important Dates  

 
20 February – Return to School, Week 1 

20 February – Jack Petchey Achievement Awards Presentation 

22 February – Yr 12 Parents Evening 

23 February – Higher Education Evening 

28 February — Oxbridge Evening 

2 March – Young Musician of the Year Competition 

24 March – PTA Quiz Night 
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School Production 

Blue Stockings by Jessica Swale 

‘1896. Girton College, Cambridge, the first college in Britain to admit women. The Girton 

girls study ferociously and match their male peers grade for grade. Yet, when the men 

graduate, the women leave with nothing but the stigma of being a ‘blue stocking’ – an    

unnatural, educated woman. They are denied degrees and go home unqualified and         

unmarriageable.’ 

On the 8th and 9th of February audiences were treated to an amazing piece of history, a play about the 

history of Women’s education. This extremely moving production followed the story of four women who 

were accepted to study at Cambridge in 1896 and fought for the right to earn their degrees, like their 

male counterparts. They were denied. As a successful Girls’ Grammar School we wanted to produce a 

play that allowed us to highlight the importance of women within education and the poignancy that this 

production holds for the school is undeniable . 

As per usual the rehearsal period was very short, with only 2 hours a week and a full day rehearsal the 

Sunday and Tuesday before opening night. Therefore the girls had to work especially hard and their 

dedication payed off.  They promised us commitment and we got it! We have never been so proud of 

our pupils and the mature and successful manner they approached such a difficult script based in the 

Victorian Era where etiquette was considered the rule of upper society. 

On opening night the girls were very excited and as the preparations back stage went on they got a  

little nervous.  The moment the lights went up their star quality came through and they performed 

amazingly. They have all made us very proud and we thank them for their moving performances in what 

is surely one of the best naturalistic plays we have tackled.  More pictures of all the cast are on the way! 

 

Ms Pinel & Miss Regelous 
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Drama 

Year 10 Exam Performances 

In January Year 10 GCSE Drama students prepared for their first assessed 

performance.  The pieces were in the style of Joan Littlewood’s Workshop 

Theatre and focused on various themes surrounding World War One. The 

pieces were satirical in style and included short sketches, some naturalistic, 

some musical and some pure comedy gold.  On 19 of January the six groups 

showcased their talents to an audience of families and friends. The experience was nerve wracking yet extremely 

rewarding as when we stepped on stage the adrenaline kicked in and everyone performed to the best of their 

abilities. We hope that the audience enjoyed the performances and look forward to the next one knowing that the 

time and effort put in will pay off! 

Jada , Charlotte , Mellissa  Year 10 Drama pupils 

Year 12 Exam Performances  

On 26th January, the Year 12 Drama class performed their first A-level piece. The groups devised a piece each in 

the style of Steven Berkoff and the Kneehigh Theatre troupe. The girls worked very hard over 4 months to create 

these and ended up with pieces which were engaging and successfully in the style of their chosen practitioners. 

One of the pieces was a creative adaption of The Bet by Chekhov, which was performed as a duologue. This was 

in the style of Berkoff and was focused on the debate: which is more humane life imprisonment or the death   

penalty? An eerie atmosphere was created through the use of mime, stylised characters and sound and lighting 

and overall a sinister and creepy piece was made, which drew in and captured the audience.  

The second piece was a creative adaptation of ‘Rumpelstiltskin’,  a well-known traditional fairy-tale. The piece was 

in the style of ‘Kneehigh’, a touring theatre company who heavily incorporate many comedic features, such as: 

melodramatic movements, a ‘quirky sense of humour’ and the use of puppets and music. Throughout every scene 

the cast included a source of music, whether that be performed live on stage, or pre-recorded music.  Through the 

months of rehearsing the cast created a unique and very funny creative adaptation of ‘Rumpelstiltskin’ and the 

audience was in stiches! 

Though it was hard work learning about the practitioners and performing in front of a live audience it was an 

amazing experience.   

Hannah & Emily  Year 12 Drama Pupils 



 Page 4 

Newsletter                                                 Issue 42   February 2017 

                                                                 Nonsuch High School For Girls                                      

Music 

Our first Music Tea of 2017 was a tremendous success with a variety of performances ranging from students’ own 

compositions, to Elgar, to Mozart. A few highlights included Sabrina’s (Year 11) stunningly moving performance of 

Salut D’amour on the cello and Giulia’s (Year 12) sparkling rendition of Wienawski’s Obertass Mazurka , which is 

not an easy piece to get your fingers around!  

Well done to all the girls involved! 
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Jack Petchey 

The Jack Petchey Achievement Award Scheme continues to thrive at Nonsuch and I am pleased to report 

that the Foundation approved the Awards we presented last term to Elise, Ruth and Tia and as a        

consequence have provided funding for a further six Awards for the remainder of this academic year.  

Maya and Lydia have joined the Nonsuch Jack Petchey Committee to represent Year 7. 

Leader Award 

I am pleased to report that Dr David Johnson has been recognised for his contribution to Music at Non-

such and been awarded a Jack Petchey Leader Award.  He regularly composes Music for individual stu-

dents to play and composed a special piece of 

music for the Year 12 Prize Giving event at  

Epsom Racecourse in November.  He supports 

numerous clubs and orchestras as well.  Mr 

Johnson is now able to apply for a small grant 

to fund a project to benefit the students. 

The 2016 winners will be attending a Borough 

wide presentation on Monday 20 February at 

the Epsom Playhouse.   It will be an evening to 

remember. 

 

The Gold Rush continues.  I am delighted to report that Chloe in Year 13 is our latest student to gain the Gold Duke 

of Edinburgh Award.  12 students have now gained this prestigious Award in the last 12 months.  Overall, 144    

students have gained an Award at Bronze, Silver or Gold since 1 April 2016 so this will be our most successful year 

to date.  I hope other students will be inspired to upload all their evidence so even more girls can gain their       

certificates.   

The expedition season starts on Saturday 18 March 

when the Bronze participants will be heading out to the 

Surrey Hills for a training walk.  Activ will liaise with the 

students and their parents directly regarding the        

arrangements so it’s vital emails are checked and    

medical information is provided.  Please contact Activ 

directly for any expedition queries.  We look forward to 

hearing about the day. 

Nicola Holmes 

Duke of Edinburgh Manager 

Duke of Edinburgh 



 

PTA Quiz Night - Friday 24th March, arrive 7.45 for 8pm start. 

     The PTA would like to invite all parents and students to their annual fund raising Quiz Night on Friday 24th March in 

the sixth form common room. Mr Barrett has kindly volunteered to be our quizmaster, and he is compiling the rounds 

so there will be something for everyone. So bring your friends and family and come and test your general knowledge!  

      Ticket price includes pizza and soft drinks, and you are welcome to bring your own refreshments and snacks. There 

will be a licensed bar and snacks available to buy too.  

       Please note  that students need to be of secondary school age, we cannot accommodate younger children.  

      The ticket application form may be downloaded from Frog, and please post completed forms and payments in the box   

in reception marked 'PTA Quiz Night' by Monday 20th March. You will receive an email confirming your payment.  

      Look  forward to seeing you all there! 
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Why did you win your JPF 
award? 
  
  
  

I won the award for the volunteering I have been doing at care homes. I 

go to a nearby care home to talk to residents at least once a week, I also 
sing at that particular care home along with two others on alternate weeks 

each month. 

How did you spend your 
award money? 
  
  
  

I gave the money to the music department at my school. The money is 

being spent on music for the chamber choir that I attend. 

Has having the award impact-
ed on your choices in life or 
what you believe about your-
self? 
  
  
  
  

I honestly had no idea that I would be chosen to receive the award. The 

reason I volunteer at the care home was not to be recognized for it but to 
give back to the people that were once a big part of our community; I feel 

like helping others is not something I may do for ‘extra credit’ but as a 
duty. Since starting talking to the residents I have learnt a lot about what 

people’s lives were like ‘back then’. I personally feel that the award has 

impacted the lives of people around me more than my own life because by 
people knowing that I have received this award and what it’s for can make 

more people know about how just talking to people can really have an 
huge impact in their day to day lives. Hopefully, by getting this award 

more people will be encouraged to help out at care homes. 

How important has the 

award been to you? 
  
  
  
  

This award will be a something I will remember forever. I plan to keep the 

certificate and the medallion in my bedroom so that when I see them I can 
be reminded at how by volunteering I am touching the lives of people and 

hopefully bringing some joy into their day. 

What are you doing with your 
life now? 
  
  
  
  

I am still volunteering and I plan to do so for as long as I can. I hope that 

with this award I can aspire to get more achievements like this. Right now 
I want to focus on fulfilling my potential; I want to be known as the un-

stoppable girl that gets things done. 

If you know of someone who should be recognised for their achievements please complete a Jack Pet-
chey nomination form and return it to the box in main reception. 
N. Holmes  Jack Petchey Co-ordinator 

Ruth in Year 9 has written the following case study having received her Award which sums up why she 

was a worthy winner. 
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biology 

The year 13 Biologists have been taking part in the Biology      

Olympiad, a competition which assesses their extensive knowledge 

of the A-level Biology curriculum. We would like to congratulate all 

pupils who took part. They sat two very challenging papers and 

many of them achieved excellent results and received awards.    

Below are the pupils’ names who achieved Gold, Silver and Bronze. 

Neil Jones 

GOLD 

AWARD 

SILVER 

AWARD 

BRONZE 

AWARD 

Marietta  Helen   Zoha  

Sinthu      Malinya  Jasmin  

Nancy   Chloe 

Uma   Juliet  

  Vrishti  

Top of the Bench is a national competition for KS3 and KS4 students designed to encourage and reward high 
achievement of school chemistry students. These are a great opportunity to showcase chemistry talent in your local 
area.  The winning team from each section progresses to a national final organised by the RSC Education            
Department in April 2017.   

 

The following girls took part in the competition, Jill Year 11, Shruti Year 10, Emily  Year 9, Yana year 9. 

They had 45 minutes to complete practical experiments following RSC instructions and record their quantitative and 
qualitative observations.  This was immediately followed by a challenging written exam under examination           

conditions. 

 

12 schools were entered  at The City of London Freemen’s and we secured 3rd position, so we are very proud of our 
girls. Their achievement was be celebrated by the presentation of a Certificate to each participant in the relevant 
year assembly. 

Chemistry—Top of the Bench 



 Page 8 

Newsletter                                                 Issue 42   February 2017 

                                                                 Nonsuch High School For Girls                                      

On 1st February 2017, 18 students of Latin and/or 

Greek from Years 10-13 attended a performance of 

the Ancient Greek drama “Antigone” by Sophocles. 

This English-language production was by students 

of University College London and was presented at 

the Shaw Theatre on the Euston Road. The play is 

among the best known of the classical Greek      

tragedies. It tells the story of Antigone, a princess 

of Thebes. Her brothers and heirs to the throne have quarrelled and 

brought about civil war. They have just killed each other in the final battle.         

Antigone’s uncle, Creon, is now in charge. Creon buries the “defending” 

son, Eteocles, but denies burial to the “attacking” son, Polynices, on pain 

of death by stoning. Antigone, unlike her hesitant sister Ismene, is         

determined to provide due rites to the girls’ unburied brother. Thus, in the 

persons of Creon and Antigone the play dramatizes the conflict between 

civic obligations and moral, “unwritten” codes of conduct. UCL gave full 

effect to this tension in an imaginative and intense production suggestive 

of the early 20th century but with a chorus split between civil servants and 

other-worldly caged prisoners. The Nonsuch girls enjoyed the perfor-

mance, many taking great pleasure in discussing the merits of individual 

actors by reference to their biographies in the programme. This visit 

helped remind students that theatre texts of 2,500 years ago are still    

capable not only of engaging and entertaining us today but also of making 

us reflect on our moral obligations to our loved ones and to wider society.               

A Key 

Classics 

In rehearsal: Antigone confronts her 
sister Ismene. 

For the second year the Languages Department ran a competition for year 7 and 8 students entitled “Love 

Languages”, the aim of which was for the girls to perform a song, dance, sketch, rap, play or similarly  

inventive piece in French, German, Spanish or all three! We were extremely impressed by the way in 

which so many girls threw themselves into the competition, and also by the very high quality of the      

entries, which included songs, dance routines and comedy sketches. The overall winners, as judged by the 

Sixth Form Languages Committee, were Orla, Adchaya, Margarita, Lydia and Sophia in 8N, who will go on 

to represent the school in the final at the City of London Freemen’s School in Ashtead, accompanied by Ms 

Geraghty, who did a tremendous job organising the competition. The girls will perform a sketch in all 

three languages! We wish them the very best of luck and hope they have a wonderful day. 

P Johnson 

Head of Languages 

Languages 

Key Stage 4 and 5 Classicists attend UCL’s “Antigone” 



 Page 9 

Newsletter                                                 Issue 42   February 2017 

                                                                 Nonsuch High School For Girls                                      

Design & Technology

Product Design

Coming Soon:

Trip to The London Underground, Surrey Satro final, Arkwright Scholarship news

Year 10 were feeling particularly confident on the outward journey to the annual Surrey Satro competition  

claiming that ‘they were going to win’.

We arrived early, giving the competitors an opportunity to chat and take in sugary fuel ready for the 

challenge ahead. Miss Hobart and Mrs Wood treated themselves it iced buns and the funniest part of the 

night was when Mrs Wood pulled her bun out of the box and it fell face down onto the floor – you’ve heard 

of the 5 second rule. It just so happened that we all looked over and saw it happen – how embarrassing!

This year’s challenge was another complex task to design and make a wind powered elevator to carry a 

load from the floor to the table top. On reaching the top floor, the elevator had to stop and was not allowed 

to fall back. Students discussed and modelled ideas, working well in their teams and sharing out tasks and 

helping each other, which was great to see. The KS5 team, as usual, left it until the last 20 minutes to 

actually come up with an idea and make it. A KS4 team from another school produced a very impressive 

looking and working model which Miss Hobart and Mrs Wood thought would win, but the KS4 and 5 teams 

remained optimistic!

Judging was mixed. KS3 tried their best, but I think realised that blue tac wasn’t really strong enough to 

hold parts of their design together. KS5’s working model failed during judging, so they asked if they could 

have another go and the KS4 teams temperamental model worked extremely well carrying all 27 Polos to 

the top of the elevator and stopped at the top in under 5 seconds. 

Problem Solving Challenge

It was then time for the results. Their confidence paid off as the Year 10 team won the KS4 competition, but 

also scored the highest number of points across all the teams. Which was a fantastic result – well done! 

Year 10 will now attend the final in March, where they will compete with the winners from the other heats.

This year, for the first time, four Year 11 students have applied for a prestigious 

Arkwright Engineering Scholarship, which is for students who aspire to a career in 

engineering, computing and related areas of technical (as opposed to aesthetic)

design. As part of the application students worked on independent projects and sat a written exam. 

Selected students are then invited to an interview and a problem solving challenge before finding out if 

their application has been successful. Good Luck Hannah, Sylvie, Kimberley and Sophie.
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House News 

Since the last Newsletter we have held the Termly House and Jack Petchey Assembly where the credit totals for 

the whole of the Autumn Term were announced. Congratulations to the following students who have the most 

credits within their year groups.  

 

 

 

Kanirthi Mars 79 

Lauren Mars 63 

Aishanee Neptune 57 

Shivarni Neptune 57 

Tatiana Pluto 57 

Faiza Jupiter 54 

Deeksha Mars 51 

Helena Mercury 49 

Rishika Saturn 49 

 

 
 

Amy Mercury 41 

Isabel Mars 35 

Ayah Neptune 30 

Sophia Saturn 29 

Theodora Mercury 44 

Jillian Mars 44 

Sabrina Saturn 41 

Rachel Saturn 32 

The winning house in Y7-8 was   

Neptune with 1782  

The winning house in the 9-11    

competition was Mars with 1235 

credits.  

Before the Christmas break we ran our ‘Decorate your form room for Christmas’ competition, which helped to add 

to the festive spirit.  Forms were galvanised in their efforts to hang tinsel and create elaborate paper chains and 

snowflakes, including some festive door designs.  All entries received 10 credits and the winning forms received 20 

credits; congratulations to 7 Saturn, 8 Mars, 9 Pluto and 10.5. 

 

Adchaya Nep-

tune 

141 

Tanushree Jupiter 109 

Sophie Nep-

tune 

104 

Margarita Nep-

tune 

88 
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As we entered 2017, house spirits ‘hotted up‘ with our Masterchef competition! For the first round students were 

asked to create a ‘delicious dessert’; house officials and some hungry staff members relished the task of judging the 
entries based on taste and presentation. Finalists were selected from each house to take part in a lunch time     

cook-off with the challenge to create a delectable main course meal.  

The 5 Grand Finalists selected were: Maia in Jupiter, Shianne in Mars, Amy and Ambika in Mercury, Abivarshini in 

Neptune, Niamh in Pluto, Sachi in Saturn and Katharine in Venus (below).  

Ms Percy presided over the chefs as they chopped, fried, baked and stirred 

with the House officials on hand to provide encouragement as the dishes be-
gan to take shape. When the 50 minutes had finished the judges grabbed 

their knives and forks and eagerly delved into the array of creations you can 
see here. 

Niamh’s chilli and lime salmon  Amy’s Roast Moroccan lamb 

with couscous and harissa 

Katharine’s Pork in Plum 

sauce  

Maia’s chicken Pad Thai  

Abivarshini’s spicy salmon  Shianne’s Jamaican curry 

with coconut rice  

Ambika’s sweet chilli salmon  

Sachi’s salmon with mash, kale 

and a beetroot horseradish sauce  
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Not only did the students produce delicious food, they had also thought 

carefully about how their dishes should be plated in order to entice the 

eater! Ms Percy was particularly impressed with the standard this year so 

she had a very tough ask, along with the House Officials, to make the  

final judgement. For a dish that everyone agreed was both expertly     

presented as well as being exquisite to eat we crowned Shianne in Mars 

as our Masterchef Champion, with second place going to Katharine in   

Venus and third place to Sachi in Saturn.  

This week we held the House Karaoke competition with students from all years signing up to belt out 

some Bieber along with many other pop favourites. Audience participation was encouraged as old     

classics like Jessie J’s ‘Price Tag’ got the crowd off their feet! The event was rounded off with the offi-

cials singing One Direction’s ‘History’ – a farewell to the students as they finish their term in post. A 

huge thanks to the House Team for all they have done; without them the events we run could not take 

place.  

After half term look out for information on World Book Day events and the Recycled Fashion Show! 

Mrs Traynor 

House Coordinator 
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Growing Up Digital 

 

In January the UK Children’s Commissioner released the latest 

report on young people’s use of the internet and digital media. 

Clearly it plays a huge role in their lives – 1/3 of internet users 

are under 18, and 12-15 year olds are estimated to spend   

approximately 20 hours online every week. Despite this      

increasing use, there is a growing concern that children are not 

properly equipped to negotiate their lives online and that skills 

such as how to behave appropriately when communicating with others, and how to tell the difference between   

solid factual evidence and “fake news” online are not well develpoed. Here is a summary of some of those key skills 

that are needed: 

To be able to manage your online presence effectively 

To know who has access to your data, why and for what purposes 

To know where to turn to for support when something online is distressing 

To know that the internet can be overly demanding and you have the right to switch off. 

To have a “digital literacy” both in reading and creating material on the internet 

An example of where students may feel that they are not yet fully digitally literate is in the terms and conditions 

that most social media platforms provide.  56% of 12-15 year olds using social media for example have an        

Instagram account. The terms and conditions for this are currently 17 pages long, using language that most    

teenagers would find hard to follow. The Law Firm Schillings rewrote these conditions in more easily understanda-

ble terms, which included these points: 

4. It will be assumed that you own what you post, and what you post does not break the law. If it does, and you 

are fined, you will have to pay that fine. 

5. Although you are responsible for the information you put on Instagram, we may keep, use and share your      

personal information with companies connected with Instagram. This information includes your name, email      

address, school, where you live, pictures, phone number, your likes and dislikes, where you go, who your friends 

are, how often you use Instagram, and any other personal information we find such as your birthday or who you 

are chatting with, including in private messages (DMs) 

10. We can change these rules whenever we like by posting an update on Instagram, whether you notice it or not. 

The full list of “translated” terms and conditions (which is highly recommended) can be found on the Children’s 

Commissioners’ Website: http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/ 

Students and adults should therefore be aware when using any social media account and agreeing to terms and 

conditions that: 

They are effectively waiving their rights to privacy 

The app can track you, even when you are not using it 

Your personal data can be bought and sold 

The terms and conditions can change at any time without notice 

The app can terminate its account with you at any time at its discretion. 

Nonsuch will do all that it can to educate students to become better digital users, but the internet is changing all 

the time, and the best strategy is for everyone to be as well informed as they can be. 

Pastoral 

http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/
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Year 13 

It has been a very busy year for Year 13 so far.  This term has seen more offers coming in for students, several of 

them unconditional, and this is an exciting, yet nerve-wracking, period of waiting to hear from Universities. We 

have been delighted to see 10 girls receive offers from Oxbridge universities – well done!  Several girls have had 
interviews with some more still to come and we hope that they have found this an enjoyable experience.  

 

Another highlight from this term has been Interhouse Public Speaking which took place on 31st January. The      
atmosphere in the Hall was excellent with the entire Sixth Form listening to speeches from their peers.  There was 

an entry from Year 12 and Year 13 in each house and topics ranged from self-confidence and self-belief to       

prejudice and racism. Thanks to all of the girls who took part and congratulations to our winners: Kauther in Year 
12 and Karolina in Year 13. 

 

We appreciate that Year 13, and in particular the UCAS process, can be a very stressful experience and Form     
Tutors and the Sixth Form Team keep a close eye on our students. We would encourage any student who is     

feeling the pressure to speak either with their Form Tutor or one of the Sixth Form Team about how they are    
feeling.  Alternatively, if you know that your daughter is struggling please don’t hesitate to contact me or her Form 

Tutor so that we can help. However, some girls may prefer to talk to someone in confidence in which case they are 

always welcome to see the School Counsellor.  She offers a Drop-In service on Wednesday and Thursday 
lunchtimes from 1.30-1.50 which any student can use for any reason.  

 

Year 13 are sprinting towards their Summer exams and their last days in school. I hope that they have a restful, yet 
productive, half term and I look forward to seeing them back for their final full half term. 

 

Miss Hawkins 

Head of Year 13 

Bonus Quiz! How many of these social media icons can you recognise? 
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Year 12 have been very busy again this term.  

 

On 31st January year 12 pupils from each house took part in the Interhouse Public Speaking competition. Each  
entrant gave a speech on a topic of their choice, including recent political events and the way language evolves, 

and the standard was particularly high this year. Thanks to entrants and congratulations to the winners Kauther   

Al-Kaaby from Mars in Year 12 and Karolina Zielinska from Neptune in Year 13. 

Tutorials this term have included responsibilities in the sixth form, a talk about engineering and a reflection about 
the Holocaust, led by two year 13 girls who visited Auschwitz when they were in year 12 as part of the Holocaust 

Educational Trust.  They talked about what they had seen on their visit and the relevance for today’s society, and 
we are pleased that once again two year 12 pupils will have the opportunity to visit Auschwitz on 8th February and 

continue the work of this important project. 

Another highlight was the Silver Arts Award exhibition earlier in the term, where pupils working towards the Silver 
Arts Award as part of the elective programme showcased their work so far and received feedback from their peers. 

Artefacts included an original film score, fashion designs, a video about the seven deadly sins, some short stories, 

book illustrations, as well as photography projects. Pupils will now go on to complete the second stage of the 
award, which will mean organising and running projects both in and out of school.  

Interviews took place for the Sixth Form Leadership team towards the end of January. We were very impressed by 

some of the ideas put forward on how to develop the role of the sixth form within the school and it was a very   
difficult choice, but congratulations go to new Head Girls Lauren Emanuel and Annabelle York, Deputy Head Girls 

Izzy Zani, Jordyn Killoran and Sneha Mehrotra, Sports Captain Tia Foreman and her deputies Mollie Ring-
Hrubeshova and Annie Couchman,  and Arts Captain Safia Merchant and her deputies Elia Waymouth and Martha 

Dean. We are sure you’ll do an excellent job under the guidance of the outgoing team, and we’d like to take this 

opportunity to thank them for all the hard work they have done during their year in position. 

The first official job for the new student leadership team will be helping to organise the Careers and Networking 
Event on Tuesday 7th February. We are looking forward to welcoming 57 speakers to Nonsuch, as well as pupils 

from Wallington High School, and are sure that the pupils will find this a positive and useful experience in planning 
what they would like to do in the future. Many thanks go to Mrs Tingley for organising the evening for the girls.  

Mrs Bond 

Head of Year 12 

Nonsuch Gardening Club 

With spring, hopefully just around the corner we shall be launching 

our “Nonsuch Gardening Club”. The aim of our club is to improve 

the external environment for the Nonsuch community; we envisage 

our starting project will be to redevelop the central quad and      

improve the area around the main school entrance. After half term 

we will be recruiting a team of students from across the year groups 

to begin the planning and initial work. 

In order to facilitate our project we are looking for the following: 

 Gardening equipment such as trowels, hand forks, 

small spades and forks, watering cans and secateurs  

 Compost and manure 

 Bedding plants and herbs 

 Herbaceous plants – should you be dividing in the 

spring 

 Very large pots, planters and containers  

If you are able to donate any of the items listed above please     

contact us via the main school office. 

Mrs Whiteley and Mrs Triegaardt 
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Peer Mentoring at Nonsuch High School for Girls 

 

In an effort to support students further with their well-being, the Peer Mentoring scheme is continuing 

to run successfully at Nonsuch High School for Girls.  There are about 30 peer mentors from Years 10-

12. The mentors support students, based on a specific issue which a member of staff has raised.      

Students can and have referred themselves too. Miss D’Souza undertakes the introductory meeting and 

then the students, in pairs, meet with their mentees once a week. A teacher is not present at this meet-

ing, but the mentors are fully trained and have been briefed that if a serious problem/issue is disclosed 

they must share that with Miss D’Souza or Ms Southart. The mentors are carefully chosen, as the job 

entails skills such as: discretion, integrity, empathy and professionalism. Recently 10 new mentors were 

selected from 60 applications in Year 10 to be part of the committee.  

For students today the pressure of a combination of expectations, work-load and grades can on occa-

sion overwhelm them and thus it is essential for a supportive scheme such as the Peer Mentors to be 

available to fall back on in times of need.   The scheme enables students to speak to their peers about 

issues, such as coping with the pressures of work, and friendship problems. This is valuable as the     

students may have been through similar experiences themselves, and are therefore able to provide   

support and useful tips. We hope this scheme will go from strength to strength at Nonsuch.  
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P.E 

Welcome to our new Sports Officials Team 

Following interviews in January, we are delighted to introduce our new sports official team. 

 

They are as follows: Tia - Sports captain, Mollie and Annie - Vice sports captains, Megan, Gemma,   
Shanjika, Anna, Simi, Anya, Catherine and Saduni - Sports prefects. 

 

Here’s a message from the new team: 

 

We are all very excited to be appointed the new Sport Leadership Team after being successful in going 

through the process of writing a letter of application and then being interviewed for a role.  

 

There are many upcoming events to look forward to such as Girls in Sport 

week; the week commencing Monday 13th March. Everyone is welcome to 

come along and get involved in new sports but most importantly, have fun. 

Additionally, there are many Interhouse events coming up for Years 7-11, for 

example, Swimming, Rounders and Tennis, concluding with Sports Day in the 

summer term. 

 

As a team, we have many ideas about how to promote participation in sport 

within school.  

 

For example, we would like to increase awareness of fixtures and teams by 

posting the team sheets on a social media platform, such as Instagram, with the ability to tag players so 

students know if they are playing. 

 
We’d also like to restart the PE Blog, containing reports from fixtures, biographies of role models in sport 

and PE Star of the Month to encourage more students to participate. We feel we can get everyone involved 

and having fun so why not come along and try something new? 
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Year 7 & 8 Sportshall Athletics - Borough Champions 

 

Well done to both the Year 7s and the Year 8s who respectively won their Sportshall Athletics competitions on 

Monday 16th January. The event was hosted here at Nonsuch. 

 

There was some tough opposition from other schools in the Borough but our team performed superbly to be 

crowned champions. Events included sprinting, relays, triple jump, shot putt and vertical jump to name a few. 

 

The team now qualify for the South London Regional Finals after half term. 

Year 7 -  Jane, Sophie, Tia, Ninsola, Olivia, Lydia and Georgia 

Year 8 -  Maya, Megan, Efia, Maravilla, Amara, Ama 
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KS3 and KS4 Borough Badminton Competition 

 

Our teams achieved more success recently as both the Key Stage 3 and 4 teams competed in the Borough Bad-

minton competition. This is a pathway competition and the winners go through to the South London Regional Fi-

nals and from there can progress on towards National Finals. The next round is on Wednesday 8th February. 

 

The event was hosted at Nonsuch and matches were hard fought against tough opposition from other Borough 

schools. Both teams played brilliantly with the results as follows: 

 

KS3 Champions 

KS4 Runners-up  

Surrey Schools Swimming Individual Championships 

The Nonsuch Swimming Squad competed at the Surrey Championships at 

Guildford Spectrum on Saturday 24 January.  A large number of schools     

entered the events which have to be swum in heats to allow everyone to   

compete.   There is always an exceptionally high level of swimming at the 

event and it even included a student who is the National Champion in her 

event.   

I’m pleased to report that a number of the team managed to gain personal 

best times which is fantastic.  Hannah (pictured) in Year 8 was placed 2nd in 

the Junior Backstroke and Alice in Year 10 was also 2nd in the Intermediate 

Front Crawl.  Other members of the team achieved top 10 finishes, which was 

particularly pleasing as the Year 7 girls were a year younger than many of the 

girls they were competing against.   

 

Results: Nicole 7th – Junior backstroke, Hannah – 5th Junior Butterfly, Sophie – 

9th Junior Individual Medley, Elsa - 5th Senior Freestyle.  Elsa was competing 

against girls who were up to two years older so this was also a great result. 
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The Junior Gymnastics Squad competed at the Surrey 

Schools U13 Floor and Vault Competition at St. Catherine’s 

School, Bramley on 17 January. 17 schools entered this 

event so there were over 100 gymnasts competing.  The 

girls each performed a floor sequence they had prepared 

and a vault. The girls finished in 5th position overall – top 

state school - having finished 4th on vault and were less 

than 2 marks away from 4th. This is an outstanding result 

against exceptionally good opposition.  The team was: 

Carys, Maya, Maravilla, Ella, Sophie and Lada. The Squad is 

now preparing for the Sports Acrobatics competition in 

March. 

Surrey Schools Gymnastics 

U12 & U13 Surrey Schools Netball 
 
The Year 7 & 8 Netball Surrey Schools’ tournament was, as ever, a very competitive event. It was for, 
both teams, their first experience of such a higher level competitions.  

 
Grace was captain of the Year eight team and        
representing the school for that age group were; 
Stephanie, Ama, Poppy, Izzi, Ella, Lithusha, Maggie 
and Ella. They played against Putney, who topped the 
section and Ama and Stephanie intercepted the ball 
several times to ensure that the game remained   
competitive. The games against Tormead, Wimbledon, 
Harrodian and Holy Cross were all close seeing some 
excellent play from Izzi and Lithusha in attack and Ella 
and Maggie in defence.  The best game was against 
our local rivals Sutton where our attack of Grace,  
Poppy and Ella ensured that we drew with Sutton and 
finished above them in the group. The girls really   
enjoyed the day and learned a lot.   

 
The Year 7 team consisted of; Olivia, Jess, Lydia, 
Grace, Vania, Edith, Sophie and Stella. Mrs      
Samways and I (netball coach) were extremely  
impressed with how the girls rose to the challenge 
of a higher standard of play and enjoy close games 
against Harrodian, Wimbledon, Jags, SWP, Holy 
Cross and beating Sutton in the final game of the 
afternoon. The Year 7 team are looking forward to 
the Finals of the London Youth Games in March 
where they are strong candidates. A huge well 
done to all the players and we look forward to the 
upcoming fixtures. 


