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Multi Mini Interviews (MMI) – 1st December 2016 – Save the date! 

On Thursday 1 December 2016 we have organised an evening of        

workshops and guidance to assist Year 12 students who are thinking of 

applying to read Medicine or Dentistry at university. The evening will start 

for students at 15:30 with a presentation by St George's, University of    

London and will be followed with student interviews at six MMI stations. 

Each station is designed to assess students’ ethical reasoning and skills 

such as communication, manual dexterity, problem solving and critical 

thinking. Parents and students are then invited to attend a presentation in 

the main hall at 19:00 outlining the application process, entrance tests and 

grade requirements. Further details will follow shortly. 

 

Message from the Headteacher, Ms Cavilla 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
This week has seen the Music Tea, the DT Design Competition and EPQ Presentations take place. Year 
9’s really enjoyed the DT Basketball Challenge and showed me the prototypes they had made… a     
contraption which was designed to ping a ball into a net and set off a buzzer alarm. The designs were 
ingenious and all worked to a greater or lesser degree! 
 
On Tuesday we were treated to our first Music Tea of the academic year. We had a great array of    
performances, ranging from a Telemann Sonata for oboe with cello continuo and piano (played by 
Posha and Sabrina, both in Year 11), to Sophie’s (Yr12) own composition in the style of Einaudi and 
Imaan’s(Yr8) cover of ‘A Thousand Years’ by Christina Perri.  It was a great afternoon and we are very 
grateful to the PTA for providing us with lots of delicious treats! 
 
The NWET University Taster Sessions held here were very well attended by students from Years 10 -12 
from within the Trust and beyond, hearing about a wide variety of possible degree courses. We had an 
approximate footfall of around 500 students and we had 30 different speakers from a range of higher 
education providers. 
 
Year 12 returned happy but exhausted from their Outward Bounds experience at Avon Tyrell last   
weekend. 
 
I wish all the girls a happy half term break – you may not need to remind them that it starts a day  early 
as the school is closed for staff training on Friday 21 October. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Ms Cavilla 
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Music Tea  

Huge congratulations to all involved in the first Music Tea of the academic year. We were treated to a range of many 

different styles of music and the PTA kindly provided lots of delicious teatime treats which were very much enjoyed 

by everyone. 

Well done to all the performers involved!  

Upcoming music events for next half-term 

Epsom Choral Society Concert 
(Chamber Choir only) 

Saturday 19th November 
St Martin's Church 

The Scratch Youth Messiah 

(GCSE and A-level musicians) 
Sunday 27th November 

Royal Albert Hall 

Autumn Concert 
Thursday 17th November 7pm 

School Hall 

Sutton Music’s Christmas Cracker Concert 
(Chamber Choir only) 

Friday 9th December 
St Andrew’s Church 

Carol Service 
Thursday 15th December 7pm 

St Andrew’s Church 

Music 

Inset with Playwright Simon Stephens 

On Monday 3rd of October Ms. Pinel was exceptionally fortunate to attend a pre-show talk with the   

playwright of The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time, Simon Stephens. This play is a creative 

adaptation of Mark Haddon’s novel. This fascinating talk delved into the creative process of adapting a 

novel or story for stage and went through many of the intricacies of the play itself. In both GCSE and A 

Level Drama pupils are expected to devise half hour long performances based on a specific style. This 

year, year 13 Drama students have decided to do a creative adaptation of the full novel Coraline by Neil 

Gaiman. Perhaps the most useful aspect of the talk for Ms. Pinel was   

Stephens describing how he went about working with such a long piece of 

text and turning it into an award winning play that incorporates both   

naturalistic acting and physical theatre. Stephens suggests that when 

reading through the text, it is imperative to mark down the actions and 

dialogue of the characters, setting aside the narrative until a later date.  

By doing this you can quickly ascertain what the dramatic potential of a 

story is. For Ms. Pinel this was a new and unique way of looking at      

creative adaptations, as a lot of artists work on the basis of taking plot 

points and working from there. This has already had a clear impact on 

how pupils in years 12 and 13 have begun their own creative process and 

all pupils are looking forward to going to see The Curious  Incident of the 

Dog in the Night-time in the new year so they can write about it in their 

upcoming exams.  

Drama 
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Duke of Edinburgh Award 

The Award at Nonsuch is thriving and I am delighted to share the news that 9 students have completed 
their Gold Awards since December and there are more very close to finishing. 150 students have      
completed an Award at various levels in the last year and I know that many more just need to upload 
their evidence in order to complete. I look forward to reviewing the varied activities they have been    
doing. 

The expedition season is now over for this year but I am pleased that the Silver group all qualified in   
September and some have already given their presentations.   

New entrants to the Duke of Edinburgh Award will be given their DofE information after half-term, but 
they may start their activities now.  (Age 16 for Gold) 

Mrs Hinxman and I look forward to seeing their activities on their programme planners. 

 

Sharing the Gold Experience 

 

All Gold participants have to complete a residential placement. Nikki has shared her experience of this 
section below. 

The final stage of any Gold DofE participant’s journey is a week-long residential they have to organise 
and complete before they turn 25. A daunting prospect where you have to spend a week in shared     
accommodation with strangers, the residential was perhaps in reality the highlight of my DofE             
experience! 
After just managing to book a place on a residential at Sayers Croft Activity Centre in Guilford, I was  
nervous but also excited at what the week had in store for me. Arriving at the centre, I soon realised 
my worries were unfounded, as being welcomed by amazingly friendly staff and other people who were 
in the same situation really helped put me at ease. Over the course of the week we were kept busy but 
it was obvious the work we were putting in would have a long lasting impact on the centre and improve 
the   visiting experience for school children, many of whom would have never before seen an open 
green space or woodland in their life. From planting trees, building and repairing fences, cleaning out a 
pond or simply demolishing bramble bushes, the week was jam packed with conservation efforts that 
would make a    difference. 
However, not all our time was spent work-
ing; each day we were also given time to try 
out other activities such as Rock Climbing,    
Caving, Archery, High Ropes and even   
making our own Pizza in a Clay Oven.    
Cooling off in the outdoor pool with a game 
of Water Polo was always the highlight of 
the day, especially after working for hours in 
the heat! The evenings were relaxed with 
most groups watching a movie with copious 
amounts of hot chocolate and the food   
provided was amazing and you were never 
left hungry. 
Overall the residential was an amazing    
experience and a good opportunity to give 
back to the community and help improve the 
outdoors experience for future visitors of the 
centre. 
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Our Duke of Edinburgh practice expedition took place in Abergavenny, Wales 

at the beginning of our summer holidays. The hottest day of the year fell   

during this week, which proved difficult when climbing the Brecon Beacons, so 

lots of sun cream was applied and water was needed to be carried to ensure 

we successfully completed each day! Our instructors taught us how to      

navigate through pacing and bearings, which came to be useful when we  

began the expedition unaccompanied.  

For the qualifying expedition, we travelled to the Lake District National Park. A 

typical day on the expedition began with us getting up early (sometimes 

3am!) to pack our bags and discuss the planned route for the day before   

setting off.  Our eight hour walking days would consist of ten checkpoints, 

which we would get to through careful navigation, jokes and singing. Once at 

the campsite, we would prepare for the evening by setting up our tents,  

cooking dinner and playing cards before getting an early night.  

Although the expedition was challenging in different ways, we feel so lucky to 

be able to share such amazing memories that were created as a team. This 

experience has taught us to be determined no matter what obstacle gets in 

the way, and that you can achieve amazing things when you put your mind to 

it.  We would like to thank our instructors who made the expedition so      

enjoyable as well as Mrs Holmes for supporting us throughout our award.  

    Nicola Holmes, Duke of Edinburgh Manager 

Gold Expedition Summer 2016 by Aditi and Maddie 

Combined Cadet Force 

Over the summer, twenty two soon to be Year 13 cadets from Nonsuch and 

Sutton Grammar ventured to the remote region of Scotland known as       

Aviemore.  

The first day of activities was an arduous mountain day designed to test the 

cadets mentally and physically, to see how they cope when bodies and minds 

are pushed to the limit. The cadets spent 10 hours (some groups longer)   

trekking through the mountainous highlands in our teams, battling the wind 

and rain and challenging navigation.  

Day two was another day of walking, this time on much flatter terrain. This 

time the challenge was the infamous Scottish midge! Our walk was split up by 

team building activities and speeches from all cadets on an object which     

described them and their CCF career. In the evening we took part in a Master 

Chef activity in which each team had to cook a meal for themselves and two 

staff members on a budget. Holly T. whipped up a cheesecake desert that left 

all who tried it wanting more! 

Our third and final day was spent white water rafting on the Findhorn river. 

This challenging sport saw many of us get wedged between rocks and thrown 

into the river. Halfway, there was a cliff jump which saw the cadets and staff 

plunged into the icy waters from a height of over 8m.  

These character building few days came to a close after those with senior roles 

this year were announced. Seven girls were appointed to leadership roles.   

Notably Tia S. was appointed Head of RAF section, the first female cadet to 

hold a head of section position in Sutton Grammar’s 100 year history! 

We wish all the senior cadets the best of luck on their year to come at the 

helm of the CCF. 
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GCSE Food Technology update. 

The current Year 11 group have got off to a marvellous start with their controlled assessment task. 

Some have chosen the ‘coffee shop’ task, others have opted for the ‘celebrating food from a specific culture’ or 

the ‘Fairtrade’ topic.  

They have a lot to aspire to as last year’s cohort all achieved A*/A in their projects but as you can see from these 

photos they are aiming high!  

Technology 
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Pastoral news 

As has been widely reported by the media, there has been a spate of incidents recently involving people dressing 

up as clowns and deliberately trying to scare and upset other people, particularly children. The first occurrences 
took place in America, but it would appear that several “copycat” incidents have now taken place in the UK. 

Clearly this has been a cause of concern amongst students and parents, and it is important to stress that these 

incidents have been very rare and should not be blown out of proportion – there have been several rumours 

spread by social media that have turned out to be untrue and have been most unhelpful. 

PC Mark Sullivan, the Schools Liaison Officer for Nonsuch, has been in touch with several points he wishes to 
share about this phenomenon. 

He would like to remind everyone that they should of course not be tempted to copy these incidents, and that 
whoever is involved in most cases will be committing a Public Order Offence for which they can be arrested, 

due to the fact that they are causing people distress. 

Similar behaviour using social media targeting people and causing distress is also an offence. If parents or      

students are concerned that they are being personally directed at them, they should contact the police. 

Many of the more generic messages currently circulating have originated from the US and have no basis in fact. 

They should not be passed on. 

It is important to realise therefore that it is no joking matter, particularly to the very young, and could have    
serious consequences for those involved. Hopefully, the phenomenon will quickly fade away and soon be         

forgotten. 

NEWSFLASH 

E-Safety 
Social media and messaging services such as Facebook, WattsApp, Twitter, Instagram and 

Snapchat continue to play a large role in students’ lives at Nonsuch. Clearly there are 

many benefits to using them but we would ask students to think very carefully about how 

they are using them to ensure they remain as safe online as possible. 

There continue to be reports of students and young people around the country who have been approached 

online and asked to either send revealing pictures of themselves or meet up in person with strangers they have 

never met before, putting themselves in considerable danger. Students should therefore think very carefully 

about who they accept as friends online and whether they can really trust what other people are saying about 

themselves. They should also make sure that their privacy settings up to date, and continue to check this      

regularly. Wattsapp, for example, has recently totally overhauled its settings. 

Students should also think very carefully before they post anything online, and ensure that their messages are 

appropriate and not offensive to anyone. Information and particularly photographs posted on the internet can 

quickly spread, creating a digital footprint which could affect someone’s reputation for many years. The phenom-

enon of “trolling” by direct message or text has also caused great distress to some recently, and people should 

think very carefully about whether what they write in this context is truly appropriate. 

For further information on these topics, please consider websites such as CEOP and the Safer Internet Centre 

(addresses are below). We will continue to provide updates on this subject throughout the year. 

https://ceop.police.uk/ Where inappropriate behaviour on the internet can be reported 

http://www.childnet.com/resources/know-it-all-for-parents An excellent summary of e-safety issues for parents 

http://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers A very comprehensive source of advice on all 

the latest issues involving technology and social media. 

https://ceop.police.uk/
http://www.childnet.com/resources/know-it-all-for-parents
http://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers
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Year 7-Soap Challenge 
Year 7 took part in the annual team building Soap Challenge this term, which was kindly supported by the PTA.  It was       
noticeable that this year group were particularly interested in keeping costs under control but they were persuaded that the 
product should not be compromised by cheap ingredients.  The soaps will be hand made by a professional company and will 
be available at the beginning of December.  Biranaviy in year 7 has written an account of the day. 

On Tuesday 4th October 2016, Year 7 took part in the soap challenge. They went on a journey with Angus, the director of the 
challenge. First, all the teams, who were in House groups were asked to decide which job roles were to be given to each team 
member. Next, they were asked to think of their company name. The teams were given materials (test tubes and cards) to 
see what types of scents, oils, textures and colours the soap would be. Once we made our final decisions, we began            
designing a poster and creating a box to represent the packaging. On the poster we had to include the labour costs, total cost 
of ingredients, retail price per bar and how much the workers would get paid per hour. 

 After lunch, the teams went back to their classes and 
showed the rest of the form their soap design and its 
unique characteristics. Each House had to pick the best 
team to represent it in the final.  The finalists had 2 
minutes on the stage to present their design to the    
judges and the rest of the year group. The winning team, 
Eagle and their soap named Dream, will have their soap 
design printed on every bar of soap made. This day was 
amazing. We learnt lots of key skills about running our 
own business. The day was enjoyed by all, victorious or 
not. 

Winners were: 

1st – Mercury   2nd – Neptune    3rd – Pluto    4th - Mars 

Year 12 
 
We were very happy to welcome back so many of last year’s year 11 as well as extend a warm welcome into 
Year 12 to all the newcomers to Nonsuch. 

It has been a very busy half term for all, settling into their new forms, making new friends and for some starting 
completely new subjects. The term started with a team building day, encouraging cooperation and team work 
within the form and competing against the others in a series of challenges organised by the CCF leaders in year 
13.  Congratulations to 12.6 for impressing in the most challenges. 

Team building continued in a second morning of challenges 
later in the term, including a number of quizzes (for example, 
which year 12 tutor has a pet sheep called Mint Sauce?),   
followed by an opportunity for each form to showcase their 
form identity in a creative manner. We were very impressed 
by the standard and the variety of performances, and had a 
hard job choosing the winner, but congratulations go to 
12.10, who came out as the overall winners when all the   
challenges were taken into account. 

As the end of this half term approaches we look forward to 
even more time for year 12 to get to know each other better, 
including the Pizza and Movie Night, organised jointly with 
year 13, and a weekend visit for over 50 year 12 pupils to 
Avon Tyrell. We look forward to a busy but fun weekend and 
a similarly exciting and challenging next half term. 

     N Bond 
 How do we pass a teammate through the gate 
without touching the tape? 
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Year 13 
We were delighted to welcome back Year 13 this September and would like to extend our congratula-

tions to them on their excellent results.  It was a pleasure to see all of the girls on Results Day in    

August and be able to celebrate their achievements with them.  Well done Year 13.   

Every year our girls are very successful in receiving a wide range of university offers and, as I’m sure 

that they can tell you, the hard work towards this has already started.  The girls have been working on 

their Personal Statements and UCAS applications since June, with the support of their teachers, form 

tutors, the Sixth Form Team and, of course, those at home.  Some girls have already completed the 

process and this year we have 69 Early Applicants for Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary Medicine and   

Oxbridge.  We look forward to continuing to submit applications for the rest of Year 13 and we wish all 

of our girls the very best in these. 

At the same time the girls have been finishing their EPQ projects and they are preparing for their final 

presentations which take place on Thursday 20th October.  Each girl will make a short presentation of 

her project to her peers and staff.  This is always a very enjoyable day for Year 13 and useful for those 

Year 12 students who are taking EPQ. 

After all of this, the girls have still had time to organise another Pizza and Movie Night.  We look      

forward to relaxing, eating pizza and watching movies together as we draw to the end of an         

enormously busy and successful half term.  Keep it up Year 13!      

    

             V Hawkins 

P.E 

Year 7 and 8 Dance Sessions 

Students in Year 7 and 8 have been 

enjoying dance sessions within        

curriculum time this term. The Year 7s 

have had one off dance sessions, with 

our dance teacher Tanya, as part of the 

Jack Petchey ‘Step into Dance’         

programme. These sessions were both 

fun and active. 

The Year 8 sessions were as a result of 

the Sainsbury’s Active Kids vouchers we 

collected last year. They have been  

enjoying Rock n’ Roll and we’ve seen 

some very exuberant routines. 

We’d also like to take this opportunity to remind students that there are free dance sessions on every Monday, 

Tuesday and Wednesday lunchtime. The Monday and Wednesday sessions are Jack Petchey sessions with  

Tanya in the school hall at 1.05pm, and the Tuesday sessions are in the sports hall at 1.05pm with the sixth 

formers. Everyone welcome! 
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Surrey Swimming 

Nonsuch competed in the Surrey Schools Swimming Relay   Galas 

at Guildford Spectrum on Saturday 24 September. The Intermedi-

ate team (Alice, Gabby, Grace and Emma) finished 9th in the Med-

ley Relay and 10th in the Freestyle Relay. The Junior Girls 

(Hannah, Hannah, Ella, Molly and Imogen) were 9th in the Medley 

and 7th in the Freestyle. These are excellent   results against the 

top schools in the whole of Surrey.  Alice and Gabby achieved 

personal best times. We are looking    forward to the Surrey Indi-

vidual Gala in January. 

Surrey Schools Tumbling  

At the Surrey Schools Tumbling Competition 

at Guildford High on 26 September, the 

Nonsuch teams performed brilliantly,      

executing tumbles with a high level of      

difficulty. The Junior Girls (Sophie, Sophie, 

Sophie, Maya and Carys) were placed 4th, 

the top state school at the event in a very 

strong field. The Senior Team (Anya, Meena, 

Secoura, Chloe and Becky) came home as 

Surrey Champions!  An outstanding        

result. The senior girls followed up this    

performance with a 4th place at the Surrey Floor and 

Vault competition on 10 October. Nonsuch was one of 

only two schools at the competition to enter two teams 

which is testament to the strength and depth of the 

squad. The A team missed the Bronze medal position by 

only 0.05 marks finishing on 44.55 points. It could not 

have been closer. The B team were 8th and included girls 

representing the school for the first time which was   

fantastic.  

The Senior squad was 

Anya, Secoura, Dee-

dee, Chloe, Sophia, 

Camille, Amy, Theo-

dora and Elise. 

FA Coaching and Refereeing  

Jess and I undertook the Level 1 FA coaching and refereeing course in football on 1st October 2016. We will be 

using our new skills in order to help out the school football club and we will also be assessed in coaching for our 

GCSE PE course. We were trained on how to carry out drills and ways of adapting certain drills toward a certain 

age group or size. 

The course really allowed us to learn new drills we’d never seen 

before and also taught us how to ensure the pitch is safe and 

playable before training. Furthermore on the refereeing side, it 

gave us an insight into what being a referee is actually like. We 

now need to complete 4 hours of coaching with Year 7 and 8   

during school training sessions in order to get our qualification. 

      Izzy - Year 11 
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British Cycling Talent ID Day 

‘Discover Your Power’ is part of a wider initiative, ‘Discover Your Gold’, 
which is the biggest ever multi-sport talent identification campaign to be 

launched in Britain. It’s specifically aimed at 15 – 24 year olds and if you 

are interested in getting involved and discovering your potential you can 
apply via the website http://www.uksport.gov.uk/talent-apply. 

 

‘Discover Your Power’ is a new talent identification programme run by UK 

Sport along with the English Institute of Sport and British Cycling. The  

purpose of the initiative is to identify young athletes who display potential 

to progress in elite power based sports (mainly cycling, skeleton or       

canoeing) and who may have realistic medal winning capabilities over the 

next four to eight years. The initiative involves a rigorous selection process that each athlete must go through. 

Initially an online athlete profile must be submitted providing a history of previous sporting experience. This is 

followed by 3 individual testing days and if the athlete makes it through all three of these phases then they have 

the opportunity to attend a training camp in Manchester where final selections will be made.  

After recently participating in the first phase of the assessment, I can tell you that the organisers weren’t lying 

when they said that they wanted to push us to our maximum – the sick buckets dotted around The Velodrome 

could attest to that!  

The day began with a brief introduction from a member of UK sport, outlining the general focus and the tests we 

would have to participate in. Since this phase was mainly looking for specific physical attributes, all of the tests 

were physically demanding and examined particular components of fitness. Before we started everyone was    

given a sheet highlighting the various tests and the male and female targets that we should all aim for. The tests 

we did were: the vertical jump, hand grip dynamometer strength test, standing long jump, 30 metre sprint, 10 

second Wingate test and the 3 minute all out test – from the name alone I think you can imagine how we all felt 

after this. 

Overall, the day was a rewarding experience, made even better by the appearance of Olympians Lizzy Yarnold 

and Anthony Joshua (whose height I can tell you has not been exaggerated)! To see Olympic medallists, who 

once may have been in the same position as us, provided an insight into what we can all achieve by taking ad-

vantage of the opportunities that are presented to us.  

I would really recommend giving it a go. You never know where it might take you! 

Surrey Hockey Trophy Tournaments 

On the 10th October the Senior Hockey Team travelled to        

Charterhouse School to take part in the Surrey Hockey Trophy. 

Here we played against four other schools all with fantastic ability 

making the games tough but they also gave us a challenge to help 

further our hockey ability. We had two draws, one against St John’s 

and the other Lingfield where we definitely made them work hard 

where we were unlucky not to score as we had some great       

opportunities.  We managed to end the day on a high with a win 

against Reigate Grammar 1-0 with a spectacular goal from Holly. 

This followed a disappointing loss against Trinity, which was an 

extremely close match up until the final minutes where they     

managed to score a goal. Overall the day was fulfilling, we        

developed our hockey skills and worked well as a team together. 

We hope that our experience from this tournament can be      

transferred into our future games.  

http://www.uksport.gov.uk/talent-apply
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Sophie – Year 8 

Sophie recently competed in the Westcroft Aquathlon. “I was so excited and at last 

the race began. I swam 200m and after each 50m we swam under the lane rope. I 

hurried through transition and started my 2km run. There were a few hills included 

and I overtook many people. Once I had finished I stayed to watch and cheer on 

my friends. At the end we found out that I had won the Tri-Star 2 competition. I 

received a medal, certificate and a pull buoy. It was so much fun and I can't wait 

to do it again next year!!” 

Ellen – Year 10 

Well done to Ellen in Year 10 who has been selected as a Ball Kid for the Barclays ATP World Tour Finals which 

take place at the O2 in November. This is a great achievement as Ellen was selected from a large field of appli-

cants. We look forward to hearing about her experiences after the event. 

Abi 
Abi is a member of 1st Cuddington (Warspite) Sea Scout Group 

(www.warspite.org.uk/ ) where she is a Special Patrol Leader in the Scout section and 

is just moving up to Explorers (14-18 years old).  

She was recently awarded her Chief Scout’s Gold Award, which is the highest award 

in the Scout section. She was presented with it at the Group AGM but has been invit-

ed to a formal County presentation in November where she will be presented with a 

certificate.  

Abi was also given another award at the AGM: The Reece Hutchinson Award for 

Camping. This is awarded to the Scout who best embodied the Scout spirit at Summer 

Camp. It reflects “competence, team work, skill, comfort, scout-like attitude and is 

probably best summed up by the idea that virtually anyone can be cold, wet and hun-

gry in the middle of a field but the trick is not to be!”. The winner is decided by the 

Scout camp leadership team. Well done Abi.  

The Jack Petchey Foundation has approved all of our previous Awards and consequently has provided funding for 

this term to make three new Awards.  If you know of any student who has made an Outstanding Achievement 
then please nominate them on the form which can be accessed on the school website (Extra-curricular, Jack Pet-

chey).   

The School Committee is also seeking to recruit a member of Year 7 to join the Awards Committee and contribute 

to the decision making process regarding the nominations received.  Anyone who is interested should contact Mrs 
Holmes. 

I was personally humbled to be nominated for a Jack Petchey Leader Award which has been 
approved by the Jack Petchey Foundation.  This was in recognition of my work in extra-
curricular activities.  As a result of this, I have now applied to the Jack Petchey Foundation 
for a small grant to facilitate the provision of swimming lessons for Nonsuch Girls who need 
to learn to swim.  I am hoping this will be approved and can take place in 2017. 

I am pleased the gym squad are now wearing the new school leotards which were 
purchased with the help of two Award winners, Tabby and Millie.  The Senior Gym 

team wore them at the recent Surrey competitions. 

Nicola Holmes 

Jack Petchey Co-ordinator 

Jack Petchey Achievement Award Scheme 

Individual Achievement 
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Greenacre Father Madden Tournament 

Our U19 Netball team began their season with an emphatic win at the 

Greenacre invitational event. They had strong wins against Wallington 

and Greenacre 12-3 and 16-4 respectively. We were extremely impressed 

by the standard of play and the depth of our squad, able to make three 

changes to the team every game without it affecting the overall result.  A 

fantastic start to an exciting season to come, well done girls!  

Surrey Netball Preliminaries 

Nonsuch’s netball teams are a force to be reckoned with in the borough 

and we are consistently looking to improve our standard of play and seek 

out tougher opposition. They do not come much tougher than the Surrey 

competition! We entered all age categories this year and we were very 

pleased with the performance and tenacity that the girls showed. Our U19 

team, captained by Year 13 Alexis, began strongly with a draw against 

Croydon High and then losing the rest of their games by small margins. All 

of the girls were pleased with their performances and we will look to im-

prove that placing next year. We agreed that in order to challenge at that 

level we needed to play more regular games at that intensity.  

Our U16 team were incredibly unlucky to miss out on qualification to the 

next round by just one goal. Despite drawing with Croydon and scoring 

more goals than they had, their goal average was better and it sent them 

through. They are keen to redeem themselves at Nationals in November. 

Our U15 & U14 teams played with determination finishing 5th in their pools. The experience of playing at that lev-

el is irreplaceable and we have some clear targets to ensure that our season goes from strength to strength. I am 

immensely proud of all the students who competed and am excited for the season ahead.   

            Mrs Haskins   

 



 Page 13 

Newsletter                                                 Issue 40   October 2016 

                                                                 Nonsuch High School For Girls                                      

Radio 4 Analysis programme – 26 September 

At the end of last term, Mr Carabine organised for the Professor of Politics at 

Birkbeck College, University of London, to come and record a programme for 

Radio 4 with our Politics students (current Year 13s) and himself. The pro-

gramme is called ‘Tearing Up the Politics Textbook’ and was aired on 26 Sep-

tember. Mr Carabine introduces the programme and there were three other students who featured – Joanna , 

Sophie and Khola. Nonsuch High School is mentioned and our bell features prominently! Here is the link to the 

podcast if you would like to listen to it: http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b07w9km7. It is an excellent pro-

gramme with the top Politics academics giving their thoughts and insight on the change in political party identi-

fication over the last 10 years but particularly in the 2015 election and of course in the recent referendum.  

Professor Rosie Campbell 7 October 

Mr Carabine organised for Professor Campbell to come in again on the 10th of       

October to speak to the students about gender in politics – now an annual event.  

She gave the students an insight into her research on what the perfect political    

candidate is in Britain and compared the situation with that in the USA.  

Departmental societies 

History & Politics Society has started again this year run by Year 13 with some excellent talks and discussions 

on a range of different issues, from the presidential election to Greek history to the death penalty. 

On Friday 14 October, Mr Coy and our History mentors also organised the annual Battle of Hastings on the 

front field.  This year, it is the 950th anniversary of the Battle.  See the BBC History magazine 

(www.historyextra.com) for an excellent overview of the importance of this battle.   

Feminist Society is also now up and running organised by Year 13 students.  Several talks and discussions have 

been held concerning the meaning of feminism and women in sport. 

History & Politics 

http://www.historyextra.com
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Last year, with the introduction of Venus House we ran 2 separate competitions; congratulations to the 

winners Neptune in year 7 and Mercury in year 8-11. This year it will be year 7 and 8 striving for the 

junior house cup with years 9-11 aiming to win the senior cup. We will also be trialling house credits in 

year 12 and 13 and if this is successful we will be able to combine the 6th form with the main school for 

the first time! On the following page you will find an overview of house totals so far 

House News 

We are also preparing for a busy week after half term: Halloween week! We are running our classic pumpkin 

carving and cake decorating competitions as well as the scary story writing. This year, along with the traditional 

Halloween creations, we are hoping to see some ‘Day of the Dead’ or ‘Día de los Muertos’ themed designs. We 

are taking inspiration from work being done in Spanish lessons and the artist Frida Kahlo as studied in Year 7 Art 

this year.  

The winner of the September House photography competition was Sophia in  Year 8 , the runners up are Maryam 

Year 8  and Matilda also in Year 8. The House team introduced a new Art competition this year to celebrate 

‘Summer Memories’. Students handed in a variety of carefully crafted pieces all telling a story of their summertime 

journeys. In year 7 the winner was Sanjana with the runners up being Kanirthi and Lauren. In Year 8 we selected 

Ariana and in Year 9 Faiza. Congratulations girls; you receive 20 credits with 10 going to all entrants.  

November will also see our Talent Show Auditions with the main event taking place just before Christmas. If you 

are a singer, musician, dancer, actress, poet, magician or maybe a budding stand up comedienne we hope that 
you will sign up to showcase your talent. One act will be selected to represent each House in the Talent Show so 

start practising! 

            Mrs Traynor 
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