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Dear Parents, Carers and Students, 
 

House Competition finale 2021 
 
Today we assembled the whole school on the field for our final assembly and presentation of House Competition awards. 
To see who the Sports Day. School Birthday and overall House competition winners were – please see the attached 
newsletter. 
 
The Nonnian – A Magazine for the students by the students 
 
Please find the first edition on ‘The Nonnian’, a newsletter written by students in Year 12 attached to the weekly Newsletter 
email. As we move into next academic year we will be looking for contributions to the newsletter from students across all 
ages of the school community. Congratulations go to Anna and her team for all of their hard work in producing this at a 
very busy time of the year. From September, student-produced academic journals for Years 11-13 will be posted on FROG 
and a link sent to students and parents. 
 
SEPTEMBER 2021 
 
The presentation regarding the school day from September accompanies this newsletter and can also be found on the 
school’s website. 
After 16 August please look out for a communication with details regarding on site mass asymptomatic LFD testing. We will 
also be sending communications seeking consent to test.  
See below the staggered start to the school term and overall plans for which Year groups will be tested for Covid using 
LFTs and when. This information is also posted on the school’s website. 

Friday 3rd September - INSET Day for all staff - 

  
Lateral Flow Test (LFT): Years 7 and 12  test 1 – Sports Hall   8.30-3.20pm 

Monday 6th September 2021 – Meetings and PPA day for staff (Week 1) 

 
LFT: Years 11 and 13     test 1 – Sports Hall   8.30-3.20pm 

Tuesday 7th September 2021 (week 1)       Staggered beginning of term for years 7 and 12 only  

 
LFT: Years 8, 9 and 10     test 1- Sports Hall   8.30-3.20pm 
 

 Year 12 induction 9.30 – 2.00pm 
 Year 7 induction 9.00 - 2.30pm 

Wednesday 8th September 2021 (week 1)         Full return to school all year groups 

 
LFT: Yrs 7 and 12 LFT     test 2 - Sports Hall   8.30-3.20pm 

 

Periods 1 and 5 With form tutors 
 

Periods 2 to 4 Normal timetable   
 
 



 LFT timetable  Venue: Sports Hall 8.30-3.20pm 

Friday 3 September Test 1 – Years 7, 12 
 

Monday 6 September Test 1 – Years 11, 13 
 

Tuesday 7 September Test 1 – Years 8 , 9, 10 
 

Wednesday 8 September Test 2 - Years 7, 12 
 

Thursday 9 September Test 2 – Years 11, 13 
 

Friday 10 September Test 2 – Years 8, 9, 10 
 

 
DfE guidance for parents-pupils-teachers states: 
 

 Over the summer, all staff and secondary school students should continue to test and report results online.  You 
can test during the summer by ordering your free rapid Covid-19 tests online nhs.uk/GetTested, or by picking 
them up at pharmacies. 

 This Autumn asymptomatic testing will resume in secondary schools- including two tests in person on return.   
 Students will be expected to carry on testing themselves twice a week using LFTs until the end of September 

whereupon this will be reviewed. 
 From 16 August, students under the age of 18 years will no longer be required to self-isolate if they are contacted 

by NHS Test & Trace as a close proximity contact of a positive Covid-19 case.  NHS Test & Trace will advise your 
child to take a PCR test.   

 

Schools are no longer required to undertake Test & Trace in the event that a student tests positive for Covid-
19.  Schools may be called upon by NHS Test and Trace if additional support is required. 
 
We will closely track attendance and will not expect students to be starting school late due to having to quarantine after 
overseas travel.  Please plan travel arrangements carefully so as not to disrupt the crucial start to the new 
academic year. 
 
We put considerable thought into how we sign off at the end of the school year and how we welcome students back into 
school and our routines following a holiday or school closure. Managing transition points is a key well-being strategy. 

 
Home School communications: School Gateway App 
 
Please download the School Gateway App to improve communications with the school, view data and stay up to date. The 
school will also save money as messages via the App are free.  About 50% of school households have downloaded the app. 
It allows for easier absence reporting and allows parents and carers to see up to date attendance data for your child and 
also their timetable. Please see the information at the end of this newsletter. Absence requests in advance for music 
examinations etc. should still be sought via email to attendance@nonsuchschool.org.  Our school Attendance Policy is 
available on our website. This is being reviewed and the revised policy will be on the website from July 16 2021.  
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Goodbyes to staff 
 
It is the time of year when we say a fond farewell to departing staff: 
Two long serving colleagues who are retiring this summer are: Mr Sides and Mr Vernon. We wish to thank them for their 
service to the school and to education. 
 
Mr Johnson, who has taught government and politics at Nonsuch is also retiring. 
Miss Hawkins (Chemistry), Mrs Risbridger (Maths) and Mrs Connor (LRC coordinator/librarian) are moving on to pastures 
new and we wish Mrs Younas and Mrs Simpson well during their maternity leave. 
 
Congratulations to our students 
 
Students have shown such resilience and commitment over the course of the last year. We are immensely proud of you and 
look forward to seeing you in what we hope will be a slightly more normal academic year. 
 

With best wishes  
 
Ms Cavilla 
 
 
 
Letters attached to this email 
 
End of Year House News 
The Nonnian 
Student & Parent Autumn Term timetable 
Start of Autumn Term arrangements 
Support for Students/Families over the Summer holidays 
 
Additions to Senior School Publications on Frog: 

 
Y11s, Y12s and Y13s are invited to take a look at the ever expanding, student-produced, extracurricular resources 
appearing on Frog. Search ‘Newsletters’. Click on ‘Sixth Form Newsletters’. New items are: 
 

 Medical Posters, detailing particular conditions and processes – latest one concerns Parkinson’s Disease. 
 Nonsuch Law Journal, Issue 3 – on Family Law, including US Conservatorship. #freebritney 
 Renaissance, from the Y12 enrichment programme – products including essays, analyses and artworks 

 
The many diligent and talented students will be given their due on the sites carrying their products. It is hoped to add / link 
products from other enrichment programmes. As ever, Year 12s continue to do themselves proud! 
 
Well-being over the course of the school holidays 
 
On this newsletter we have links to well-being support services advertised on the school’s website as a standing item. 
Recent updates of services available over the summer holiday will be updated there by the end of term. As we get ready for 
the end of term and look forward to the holidays, it is important to know what support can be accessed for any young 
people who may be feeling anxious over the gap created by the school holiday break. We recommend Kooth, an online 
support service for young people. 
 
 
Pastoral care and wellbeing 
 
For links to support services regarding the wellbeing and welfare of students please see the link to our website for 
information. 
Pastoral Care and Wellbeing  
School Support Services for Students  
 
Key Contacts 
 
For contact details of school staff or to report safeguarding concerns please see here  
 
The SHARP (School Help Advice Reporting Page) system is also available for reporting of Safeguarding concerns, directly 
from the QUICK LINKS section of our school website here 
 
 
 

http://www.nonsuchschool.org/458/pastoral-care-education
http://www.nonsuchschool.org/uploads/asset_file/Support_services_available_to_students_-_Spring_2021.pdf
http://www.nonsuchschool.org/479/key-contacts
https://nonsuchschool.thesharpsystem.com/


 



 
 



 



 



Yr 12 Academic Competition Successes Summer 2021 
 

 
Royal College of Science Union – Science Challenge 2021 

 
Year 12 students Anna-Sophie, Roksan and Sarah won First Prize in the Teams Category of the 2021 RSCU 
Science Challenge. This is an annual science communication competition where entries take the form of essays, 
requiring entrants to demonstrate their skills in scientific debate and reasoning.  
 
Anna-Sophie, Roksan and Sarah submitted a joint essay in the spring “What has a year of COVID, lockdowns, isolations 
and unexpected deaths taught us about the human trait of resilience?” They were notified of their success in the Easter 
holidays and have modestly kept their victory quiet until now! 
The RSCU writes: “This year has been the most engaging and competitive within all Categories with all entries showing 
top-notch quality and incredible creativity. We were delighted to see a high engagement especially among school 
contestants and the teams category as well.” 
 
Congratulations to these Science Challenge heroes! 
 

 

 
Cambridge Chemistry Challenge 

 
The Nonsuch Chemistry Department entered all Year 12 chemistry students into the Cambridge Chemistry Challenge 
2021. This ‘Lower Sixth’ competition aims to stretch and challenge students interested in chemistry, and provides 
excellent experience for anyone considering taking their studies further. 
 
Students were awarded Grades of Gold, Silver or Copper - Chemists being properly strict about distinguishing elements 
from alloys! Whilst all the entrants are to be congratulated on their hard work, we are particularly pleased to applaud:  
 

Gold Winners Silver Winners Silver Winners Silver Winners 
    
Tvishi 
Jessica 
Janaki 
Sabrina 
Justine 

Lada 
Ama 
Tanushree 
Trishala 
Ritteka 

Yirou 
Khushi 
Katie 
Ayesha 
Alma 

Davina 
Chelsea 
Catherine 
Suraubi 
Poonam 

 

 



 
Classics / Humanities Essay Success 

 
Year 12 Classics and Renaissance student Isabelle entered the New College of the Humanities Essay Competition 2021. 
Out of the 10 essay titles offered, Isabelle chose the Art History essay: “Should the West return cultural artefacts to their 
former colonial territories?”  
This topic concerns an increasingly high-profile reassessment of Western – including British – museum and gallery 

collections, especially those obtained under imperial and colonial circumstances. Newsletter readers may well be aware 
of recent and recurring news stories concerning, for example, the Parthenon Marbles and the Benin Bronzes. 
The competition attracted over 6000 entries. Isabelle’s essay was ‘highly commended’ by the judges – an impressive 
achievement out of such a huge field. Congratulations to her! 
 

Year 12 Young Writers 2021 Award Winner 
 
Year 12 student Olivia has been recognised with a Certificate of Merit for her talent for writing. Young Writers is an 
educational charity that, since 1991, has been running national poetry and creative writing competitions. Olivia entered 
their ‘Unsolved’ competition – a call for Sixth-Form authors ‘to write a mini saga in a hundred words’ inspired by the crime 
and mystery genre. Her submission was titled ‘The Hemlock plants on Hemlock Avenue’. It is no small feat to pen a thriller 
in 100 words. It requires precise skill and artistry with the English language. Olivia’s original piece of writing has been 
selected for inclusion in the Young Writers Anthology ‘Unsolved – Future Authors’. Olivia fully deserves our congratulations. 
And since it’s just 100 words, here it is: 
 

The Hemlock Plants on Hemlock Avenue 
 
He looked around the library, the volumes of books piled around him. He’d been there every night for the last week. 
Detective Jakes had been commissioned for the Elijah Vaughan murder and, despite his expertise, he just couldn’t solve it. 
He had the motive and suspect, but what had been used to kill him? 
 
In frustration, the detective turned to the paragraph he had been reading: “… water hemlock is infused with cicutoxin, and 
rapidly generates fatal symptoms”. Glancing at the illustration, he groaned. How had he missed that? He could remember 
seeing those growing outside Amia Grain’s house. 
 
“Gotcha!” 
 

 
 
Congratulations to Aanya in Year 8 whose poem in the theme of ‘My Name is…’ was chosen as Runner Up in the 
Wimbledon BookFest Young Writers’ Competition.  Anaya will be invited to a special prize giving in September.  
Congratulations also to the below students who were Commended and Highly Commended for their short stories and 
poems that were submitted.  They will all receive certificates and Aanya together with the students who received Highly 
Commended will have their work published in the 2021 Young Writers Competitions Anthology.    
Runner Up – Aanya (Y8) 
Commended – Dhanishthaa (Y7), Hayoung (Y7), Adya (Y8), Hazel (Y10), Taybah (Y10) 
Highly Commended- Lavanya (Y7), Lakshmi (Y8), Dhruvi (Y10), Eugenie (Y12), Tanushree (Y12), Zara (Y13). 
 
  
 



 
Yr 7 RS 
 
Year 7 have been taking part in the National “Spirited Arts” completion for RS, with some outstanding creative effort taking 
place. The below entries are the top 10 shortlisted by our judging panel whose artwork will be entered to the National 
competition. Good luck and well done to everyone who entered! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Galactic Challenge Mission IV: Rescue on the Comet 

 
I am delighted to let you know that some students from Nonsuch High School for Girls have again entered the online STEM 
competition, Galactic Challenge Mission IV: Rescue on the Comet and achieved the best success yet. 
We are pleased to share in their success with you and enclose their results below: 
 

Age Group Rescue Organisation Name Award School 

Year 7 Mars and Alien Participant Nonsuch High School 

Year 8 Starlight Gold Award Nonsuch High School 

Year 7 Covert Intelligence Squad Bronze Award Nonsuch High School 

Year 7 Space Rescue Organisation (SRO) Best of KS3 (individual) Nonsuch High School 

Year 8 British Agency of Space Exploration (BASE) Best of KS3 (group) Nonsuch High School 

 
Students were challenged to design a rescue mission to save a crew of scientists stranded on Halley’s Comet. A judging 
panel from STEM and industry wrote feedback to participants, and distributed electronic certificates to all entrants. 
 

The winners of two of the special awards (Best of KS3) are from Nonsuch and we have a physical award for them – we will 
be posting it as soon as possible, so hopefully it will arrive before the end of term. 
 
Best of Key Stage 3 (Group) 
 
British Agency of Space Exploration (BASE) by Yathra & Shayna 
This team thrilled us with their cardboard and foil models of the space station and rescue vehicle - no doubt the team had 
lots of fun making them too! Accompanying these models are some excellently drawn and finely detailed diagrams, 
showing off the team's careful consideration of what features and facilities these vehicles would need. This entry concluded 
with a thorough timeline of the rescue, involving sensible steps such as making use of a robot to perform dangerous work 
on the comet in place of human operatives - we've already got five people stuck on there, it makes sense not to risk any 
more 
Best of Key Stage 3 (Individual) 
 
Space Rescue Organisation (SRO) by Tejaswi 

This entry from Space Rescue Organisation immediately catches the eye with a detailed and well-labelled 3D model of the 
space station, including a number of vital features such as a gravitational ring and green hub. This was followed by an 
equally strong design for the rescue vehicle, which incorporated a number of innovative elements such as origami-inspired 
folding mechanisms and a solar sail, showing how much effort had been put into researching future space technology. 
Finally, the rescue mission was documented from start to finish via a cartoon story board, including fine details such as 
speed and distance travelled. It was especially delightful to see the drawings we made for the competition brief 
incorporated into a student's entry! Overall, Space Rescue Organisation combines careful consideration of science and 
technology with excellent visual depiction that really helps us understand the author's ideas. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://gchallenge.org/compete/digital-competitions/mission-iv/


Multicultural Week at Nonsuch 
 
Last week the school celebrated Multicultural Week with a variety of activities.  On Monday students were invited to dress 

up in an outfit of their heritage or culture and it was fantastic to see so many splendid designs and colours on display.  The 
pupils went to a great deal of effort and they also had the opportunity to talk about their clothes and learn about the 
culture and history from each other.   
 
Some Year 12 students delivered whole language lessons and taught the lower years phrases in their mother tongues such 
as Korean and Tamil.  During PE, many students were introduced to cultural dancing from Year 13s, learning some African 
dancing and the canteen offered food from around the world each day.  Some Year 9s and 10s took advantage of the film 
nights and enjoyed Spirited Away, a Japanese animated film considered one of the best of its genre.  There were also 
competitions where students produced pictures of flags, cultural posters, food, and images from around the world which 
have been put up in the corridors and canteen for all to enjoy.  The week was topped off with a quiz where many learnt 
new things from other cultures. 
 
The students did themselves proud with the effort they put into the outfits, work produced and application in the lessons all 
through the week. 

 

  

  



  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MMI event On Thursday 24th June nearly 40 students took part in our MMI event. The 
event was aimed at students in Y12 who are considering studying medicine, veterinary 
or dentistry at university next year. For those who have not hear of MMI it is an 
interview process that some universities now use rather than a panel interview. The 
students are interviewed in 6 different ‘stations’ with a different interviewer in each 
station asking a different type of question. Some of the questions or challenges focus 
on ethics, breaking bad news, giving instruction and manual dexterity. During our event 
we put the students through a very similar process so that they not only had a better 

understanding of MMI’s but also so they could learn from the process and see which areas they may need to improve on. 
The students were focused and professional at all times and were a credit to the school. Here are some of the student’s 
thoughts about the event. “I found the MMI evening useful as it was good to see how like-minded people approached the 
different questions, especially since there was no 'right answer'. The questions were thought-provoking and gave a sense of 
what we might face in an actual MMI.” Sabrina, 12.4 and potential medic. “I found the MMI interview very helpful as I was 
able to gain more of an insight as to what the actual interview will involve. I now have lots of practice questions I can use 
and was given lots of feedback after each station as to what specifically the interviewers would be looking for and how to 

improve my answer. Overall, it was really interactive and made me much better prepared for the real interview as I had to 
rehearse it aloud in front of my peers which is quite daunting, allowing for a realistic environment.” Reeya 12.5 & potential 
dentist 
 

The Green Skills Challenge We recently on the 5 students in 8Mars who completed 
and won The Green Skills Challenge, alongside another Nonsuch team. This week our 
focus is on the Year 11 team who were joint winners in the national competition. Anika, 
Dheekshitha and Shaarabi were the team members from 10 Neptune and Anika has 
written her thoughts about the competition. “The competition's ethos was focused on 
sustainability and how it should be improved and showcased in influential and large-scale 
companies around the world. Therefore, we were keen to enter it. For the finals, we had 

to produce and present our research on five companies listed on the London Stock Market and rank their sustainability as 
well as criticising and suggesting improvements. We were competing against nine other groups spread across the country 
thus it was an enriching experience as we saw such diverse viewpoints on sustainability. After presenting, our team had to 
answer questions from five judges who work at Man Group and towards the end of the competition, the winners were 

announced. Overall, we are grateful for the opportunity and hope to participate, and possibly win, more competitions 
similar to this.”      



STEM challenge On Tuesday 29th and Wednesday 30th Year 11 were back in school 
and took part in a STEM challenge & virtual work experience. Over 2 days the students 
were challenged to design an app or a building, each form split into 4 teams and then 

worked together to form a company, with each student taking on a role within their 
team. They worked on their designs and put an ‘elevator style’ pitch together, which 
they then presented to 3 or 4 industry experts who judged the competition. The judges 
gave feedback on each team and a score out of 10. During the event students learnt 
about the different jobs within the related industry and the skills needed to be 
successful in those roles. They learnt about growth sectors and why equality, diversity 
and inclusion are important in the workplace. As you can see feedback from the judges 
was really positive…..  “Thank you 

for welcoming us into your classroom today. It was a pleasure to hear 
their ideas and to learn a bit more about the process of the challenge. I 
felt it was very successful for so many reasons – they all took part and 
presented well, ……. and they all demonstrated very different ideas and 
perspectives on the same problem. For those teams that struggled with 
absences, they demonstrated resilience and perseverance. And actually, 
it was the first event of that type that I have attended, so a positive 

learning experience for me too.”   “It was a great session, I’m really 
impressed by the great enthusiasm and ideas. Thanks for the invite, 
always happy to share!” “This was my first STEM event so I hope they 
can all be as enjoyable as this one!” 
 

The Executive Challenge The first calls for The Executive Challenge took place last week 
with Isabella and from the sound of it, it was a great success “The call was fantastic! 
Everyone was really friendly and I thoroughly enjoyed it. I think that I was very well paired 
with the executive as his experience aligned well with my career aspirations. The call 
followed the general structure Danielle sent us, but we could choose how long to spend on 
each section. The icebreakers at the beginning really helped to get things going. Each of my 
4 questions led to longer discussions which flowed very easily.  It was a very insightful 
conversation and I learnt lots! Thank you so much for this opportunity, I can't wait for call 
2!” 

 

 
Stevensons – Uniform Suppliers 
 
Stevensons have informed the school that the cut-off date for guaranteed stock arrival for the start of term is Sunday 1 
August.  If you know your child needs replacement uniform please go on-line to order before 1 August so your child has the 
correct uniform for the start of term. 
 
 

Late Machine – Yrs 7 – 10 
 
Could we please take this opportunity to ask you to remind your child that, if 
they are unexpectedly late for school, they should tap in with their lanyard on 
the late machine in the foyer of the school.  If they are late due to an 
appointment that you have previously advised us of, the procedure remains the 
same, and they should sign in on the blue sheet at Reception. Yr 12s who are 
late to school should continue to go straight to their lessons and the subject 
teacher will amend the register.  Please do not use the machine in the foyer. 
 
  

Polite Reminder - Reporting Absences 
 

Please download the School Gateway App to improve communications with the school, view data and stay up 
to date. The school will also save money as messages via the App are free.  
 

 

 

Reporting illness and medical appointment 
We would request that you use this App to report your child’s absence 
for illness or medical appointments 
 
The procedure to follow within the App to report an illness or medical 
appointments is:-  
 

Click on your child's name - Click on Reporting  -  Click on 
Attendance  -  Click on 'Advise of Future Absence'  -  Complete the 
information 



Reporting other absences, for example music exam, interview, 
extra ordinary leave 
This should be requested in writing via:- 

Website/Contact us/Absence Notification or Request 
http://www.nonsuchschool.org/137/absence-notification-or-request 
or 
attendance email attendance@nonsuchschool.org  

To download the App, just search School Gateway in your App store and download, it is free. 
 
Apple iPhone users, download the app here: schoolgateway.co.uk/iosdownload 
 
Android phone users, download the app here: schoolgateway.co.uk/androiddownload 
 
Your login details will be automatically generated using the contact information Nonsuch already has, so 
please make sure the details we hold for you are up to date. You can check and change these details by 
sending an email to rsvp@nonsuchschool.org 
 
If you have any questions or would like some more information, please see the School Gateway site here: 

httpsschoolgat://eway.co.uk/.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Next Weekly Newsletter Friday 10 September 2021 

 
Nonsuch High School for Girls 

: 020 8394 3400 
Website: www.nonsuchschool.org 

Contact Us: office@nonsuchschool.org 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/NonsuchHSG 

 

http://www.nonsuchschool.org/137/absence-notification-or-request
mailto:attendance@nonsuchschool.org
http://schoolgateway.co.uk/iosdownload
http://schoolgateway.co.uk/androiddownload
mailto:rsvp@nonsuchschool.org
https://schoolgateway.co.uk/
http://www.nonsuchschool.org/
mailto:office@nonsuchschool.org
https://twitter.com/NonsuchHSG
https://twitter.com/nonsuchhsg?lang=en

