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As we come to the end of another busy year this newsletter will give you a flavour of just some of the events of 

the last half term.  The last week of term is action-packed with the Open Evening, Sports day and Celebrating 

Achievement ceremonies and picnic to look forward to. Finally, we will finish with the end of term assembly on  

Friday at which we will say farewell to the following staff: 

Mr Silver, RS, teacher of RS, Wallington High School for Girls  

Mrs Cassidy, English, Head of English Homefield Prep School, Sutton 

Mr Bingham, Geography, Head of Geography, Weydon School Farnham 

Miss Benjamin, Modern Languages, travelling in South America to learn Spanish 

Mr Parkin, Art and Photography, Head of Art Ipswich School, Suffolk 

Mrs Lashley, Drama, returning to Denmark 

Mrs Bochenski, RS, time with her young family 

Mr Dant, Head of Classics, Head of Classical Languages, Canford School Dorset 

Miss Hartley, Headteacher,  Headteacher,  John Hampden Grammar School, High Wycombe 

Ms Gunn, PE, retirement 

Mrs Shirley, Chemistry, retirement 

Mrs Sinclair, RS,  RS teacher Lady Eleanor Hollis School 

Dr Parris, LRC Coordinator, teacher training and academic research  

Miss Thompson, Cover Supervisor, retirement 

 

Miss McEwan, Miss Meade and Mr Magee are getting married this summer - we wish them a wonderful wedding 

day. 

Miss Cavilla, the new Headteacher, will write to you in September to tell you of the new staff joining the school. We 

are fully staffed with subject specialists for September, no mean feat in these very challenging times for           

recruitment. 

Over 10 years we have seen and experienced many changes in education; some good and some less so. I would 

like to take this opportunity to share some of my observations with you. The advent of email has speeded up   

communication but perhaps on occasion at the expense of considering how the staff will feel first thing in the 

morning when they open a hastily written email dashed off at midnight. Whilst the school may not always resolve 

situations the way that you think we should, rest assured we always have the girls’ interests at heart.  Whilst we all 

may post fewer letters and cards now compared to 10 years ago, a quick email to thank the staff for giving up their 

time to run trips and activities or simply to thank them for all their efforts is always much appreciated. We         

welcome parental involvement in the life of the school. The PTA is always looking for new members to help support 

the extensive programme of extra-curricular activities at Nonsuch. If you could spare a few hours to help them, 

please do so. Similarly, over the years it is sad to see a decline in parental support for evening events. If you  

haven’t been to a music tea, a music concert, a school production or a sporting event, then please make the time 

to do so. Staff and students really do value your presence and the standard of student performances is exception-

ally high. The primary focus of Nonsuch must be to deliver the highest standard of education for your daughter yet 

over the years the staff are increasingly being called upon to be social services, to provide medical advice and care 

and immigration and Home Office support. For the school to be stretched in so many different directions is        

unsustainable. We will do what we can to help you but not at the expense of our primary focus.  
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Nonsuch students recently hosted a tea party for over 80 senior 

citizens from our local area.  

The event was a huge success and enjoyed equally by both    
students and guests. 

Nonsuch Senior Citizens Tea Party 

Nonsuch has experienced some upheaval in the last 7 years, yet despite this turbulence the school has continued 

to be highly successful.  We have expanded the facilities, most recently with the opening of the new Library and 

Sixth Form Centre and refurbished many teaching rooms. We have increased the numbers of students to Oxbridge 

and the best universities and continued to achieve academic excellence at GCSE and A level. Nonsuch remains one 

of the best state schools in the country. An extensive extra-curricular programme including numerous theatre trips, 

visits to the opera, visits to Europe, China, America and Mongolia and sporting accolades at local, county and    

national level have all taken place against a backdrop of some difficult times. The success of the school and the 

opportunities for the students is due to the hard work and dedication of all the staff at Nonsuch. I am indebted to 

them for their commitment and devotion.  

It has been a privilege to be part of the Nonsuch community over the last 10 years and it has been an honour to be 

its Headteacher. I am looking forward to starting my new role as Headteacher of John Hampden Grammar School 

in High Wycombe in September but will miss Nonsuch. It’s a very special place. 

I wish you all the very best and thank you for your support over the years. 

Miss Hartley 

Headteacher 
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History and Politics 

Paul Scully MP Visit 

On Friday 17 June, the Conservative MP from Sutton & Cheam came to talk to the 

students about the EU Referendum.  He advocated leaving the EU so explained 

why he thought that and how it would work.  There were a great deal of         

questions from the students who came to listen to him and who filled the Old 

Sixth Form Common Room.  Having heard also from the Liberal Democrat MP, 

Tom Brake, at the end of April, students were able to think about which way they 

should vote in the Mock EU Referendum in school. 

Mock EU Referendum Hustings  

On Tuesday 21 June, six students spoke about which way students should vote on the EU Referendum in the 

new Library. They were chosen in a public-speaking competition that took place on 20 April.  Three spoke on 

either side of the argument ie whether to remain in the EU or to leave the EU. 

They spoke very eloquently and forcefully and reacted well to the often complicated and detailed questions they 

were asked.. The students were: 

Leave Debate Team 

Hafsah                                   7S  

Aalia                                         9P 

Janani                                         8P 

Supported by Joanna  12.9 

Remain Debate Team  

Ayah                                  9N 

Sophie                              12.8 

Sophia                             7N 

 

They will be rewarded with 10 House credits each. 

The Mock EU Referendum 

The whole school were invited to vote on Wednesday 22 

June in the Hall at lunchtime. The turnout amongst  stu-

dents was 72.9%, which was very good.  The forms with 

the highest voluntary turnout were 7S and 8J who 

achieved a 100% turnout.  9M, 9N and 9P also had 100% 

but voted during registration the day before as they 

were out on a Geography trip. 

The year group with the highest turnout was Year 7 

with 95.2%, an excellent effort. 

The results reflected those of the vote in London but did 

not reflect the final national result. 

Remain: 535 votes (76.3%)  Leave: 166 votes (23.7%)  

Number of voters: 701 

Congratulations and thanks to all of you who took part. 

76.3%

23.7%

Remain Leave

Nonsuch Mock 
EU 

Referendum 
Results

Total Votes : 824
Turnout of students: 68%

76.3%

23.7%

Remain Leave

Total Votes : 701
Turnout of students: 72.9 %

Remain wins Nonsuch Vote!
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Renaissance projects & Tudor banquet 

During the summer term Year 7 have been exploring the Renaissance and its impact on our lives today, creating a 

museum exhibition to display the exciting and varied developments in art, architecture and innovation that the 

Renaissance brought.  

Year 7 began a study on the Tudor dynasty this term and in preparation for their trip to Hever Castle and to   

enter into the Tudor world, some students took part in a Tudor banquet, preparing and sampling food created 

by one another using Tudor recipes. 

Eugenie, Carol and Rachel from 7 Jupiter describe their experience: 

“Some people think that historical food is absolutely disgusting. This term, we found out that we could prove 

that historical food…IS ABSOLUTELY DELICIOUS! Well…most of it... In history we have been learning about 

The Tudors. As a special treat, our teacher let us have a Tudor banquet. This activity would enable us to learn 

about, as well as taste, the food that the peasants and the rich would have eaten at this time. There were many 

dishes, varying from dried apples and honey to Cornish pasties consisting of meat, fruit and potato. The banquet 

was a huge success and we all enjoyed the new food we made!" 

Why politics matters assembly 

As a result of the poor turnout among 18-24 year olds on 23 June for the EU Referendum, Mrs Budden gave an 

assembly to the Year 12s on the 7 July about the importance of politics and voting in particular.  In order to vote, 

students now have to register themselves; they are no longer able to join the household list as they were before. 

Any questions or concerns, go to the website below: 

https://www.gov.uk/register-to-vote  

Radio 4 Analysis programme 

On Friday 8 July, a group of Y12 Government and Politics students took part in a recording for BBC Radio 4’s 

‘Analysis’ programme, presented by Professor Rosie Campbell of Birkbeck College, University of London. A   

section of a lesson was recorded plus a roundtable discussion with Professor Campbell talking about their view 

of British Politics and the current state of British political parties generally. The programme will be aired in a 

few weeks and will be available on IPlayer and podcasts.  

https://www.gov.uk/register-to-vote
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Hever Castle Trip 

Our second trip to Hever Castle for Year 7 was anticipated with much excitement among Year 7 and the History 

Department.  Hever is a historical treasure trove – from being the childhood home of Anne Boleyn to the Catholic 

retreat for the Waldegrave family to the restoration project of the Astors during the 20th Century, there is so 

much to see and discover.  

We started with our private guided tour of the castle. The guides were excellent, full of interesting information 

and fully focused on the topics studied in Year 7 this year. We learnt so much in just over an hour: about the 

priest hole built to harbour Catholic priests under Elizabeth I; about Henry VII and Elizabeth of York’s marital 

bed, which had only recently been discovered in a hotel undergoing renovation; about the marriage of Henry 

VIII’s sister to the King of France; and about the torture instruments used on prisoners, and strange masks with 

long noses given to village gossips. There was also a superb display of royal portraits on the walls, showing  

members of the Tudor family in an interesting new light. With a lot of information to take in, we spent a short 

time afterwards filling in the worksheets to try to capture all of it.   

We spent a significant amount of time out in the gardens.  Pupils managed to find their way out of the maze 

(thank goodness), learnt about Greek gods and goddesses from the Italian Garden and let off some steam in the 

adventure playground.   

We then all visited the Miniature Houses Exhibition.   It was here that we could see what a richer person’s life 

was like in the Medieval, Stuart, Georgian and Victorian periods. The most popular period seemed to be the 

Georgian one with the grand Palladian architecture and the splendid staircase. Using all the information from 

their trip, Year 7 are writing a piece of historical fiction inspired by their visit to Hever Castle.   

Ice-creams were a very popular feature of the day and at Hever they are not mean with their portions!  Another 

interesting element was the large numbers of ducks we had to contend with!  We had a fantastic time on both 

days and arrived back at school exhausted.   
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Art & Design and Photography GCSE and A-level Summer Exhibition 2016 

On Tuesday 21 June 2016 our annual celebration of our hugely talented and 

hardworking Art & Design and Photography students opened at the private 

view of their GCSE and A-level work, in our exhibition ‘Scribble & Click’.    

Family, friends and students, past and present, joined us in the old library 

where a selection of each student’s work was displayed in an exciting and 

colourful exhibition curated and hung by The Art & Design Department. The 

exhibition provided the opportunity for the artwork to be showcased for the 

external moderators during their visits. Coursework units included a diverse 

and imaginative range of multi-media work on the themes of ‘Organic and 

Mechanic’, ‘Me, Myself and I’ and ‘British Identity’. Exam themes included 

titles such as ‘Diary’, ‘Groups’ and ‘Outline’ at GCSE and ‘Truth, Fantasy and Fiction’ at A-level. Each year students follow 

their own personal enquiry creating work in a variety of  media including; drawing, painting, print-making, sculpture and 

installation, digital and analogue photography, animation and textiles.  

Accompanying the stunning work on display was a beautiful soundtrack to the evening provided by Miss Waller and the 

Nonsuch String Quartet. Miss Percy and her team of GCSE Food Technologists indulged us with their fantastically tasty 

menu of canapes which were prepared especially for the occasion and so professionally served! 

Over recent weeks the exhibition has provided an insight and inspiration for students in younger years as they look       

forward to and embark on their studies in these subjects next September.  

We look forward to seeing what next year’s cohort of artists and designers create! Well done to all our GCSE and A-level 

students; we hope you achieve the excellent results you deserve in the summer.  

Miss J. Cowdery  

Head of Art & Design incl. Lens Based Media 



 Page 7 

Newsletter                                                 Issue 39   July 2016 

                                                                 Nonsuch High School For Girls                                      

Science 

Nonsuch at the Big Bang 

On Monday 4 July Year 9 went to the Big 

Bang Science Fair at Sutton Grammar School. 

They had the opportunity to speak to various 

STEM companies and universities, and took 

part in a variety of hands-on workshops   

including one from the Bloodhound Super 

Sonic Car project. The girls who won the  

session attended by Nonsuch designed and 

built a rocket car that achieved 54mph and 

will have their team name (“Give me a 

Brake”) painted on the tail fin of the actual 

Bloodhound car when it makes its 1000mph 

land speed record attempt in South Africa 

next year.  Other workshops on offer includ-

ed construction skills with Carshalton College, 

Lego robots and a presentation from the 

STEMettes.  

Lesley  

Georgia  
Olivia  

Kaly  

Y13 Leaver Chemistry Tea Party 
 
All 82 Y13 chemists were invited to the annual Chemistry Tea Party at the end of June. Students have been at-

tending the Tea Party for over 30 years, and the tradition continues to be popular. 
 

We were delighted to be joined by many students, despite the rain. We all enjoyed the post-exam atmosphere 

together. It was lovely to hear the future plans of our students and we wish them well in all that they do. 
 

As you see in the photograph the girls successfully combined those two outstanding Nonsuch skills – complex 
chemistry and cake decoration! 

 

This Tea Party was especially poignant as we wish Mrs Shirley a happy retirement. 
 
Over £50 was raised for Marie Curie as part of their Blooming Tea Party Appeal. 
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Duke of Edinburgh Award 

I am pleased to announce that 107 students have achieved a Duke of Edinburgh Award across all 3 levels since 

September 2015 and I know that many more girls have their evidence and are going to upload it shortly so there 
will be more completions very soon. 

The Bronze Qualifying Expedition took place at the beginning of July and all the completing teams qualified.   
Activ were very impressed by the improvement of some of the teams from the Practice to the Qualifying.  The 

Silver Expedition is going out as we go to press so we are looking forward to hearing about their experience in 

the next few days. 

There will be some changes to the Duke of Edinburgh Award Programme in September because the Borough is 

no longer able to support the programme. Nonsuch will therefore hold a Direct Licence to operate the Award and 
we will receive support from the London Region. The Duke of Edinburgh Award will continue to be offered to all 

students in Year 9 and above at Nonsuch. There will be a Parents Meeting (primarily for new entrants) on the 
evening of October 4 in the school hall to explain the programme in more detail. Information regarding signing 

up will be available in September. 

In the light of the changes happening I would       
encourage any students who have completed all    

aspects of their Award to upload the evidence as soon 
as possible so their Award is complete. 

 

We wish the girls going out on Gold Practice and   
Qualifying Expeditions this summer well and we look 

forward to seeing their photos and hearing their     
stories. 

 

Nicola Holmes 

Duke of Edinburgh Award Co-ordinator 

The Cambridge Chemistry Challenge run by the Department of Chemistry at the University of Cambridge is open to 

year 12 students in the UK and can be mentioned on a UCAS statement or discussed in interview. This year, the 

inspirations for the questions were the novel use of titanium dioxide in the removal of atmospheric pollutants and 

the outbreak of microcephaly caused by mosquitos carrying the Zika virus. 

On their return from study leave our year 12 Chemists were invited to take part in this highly regarded challenge 

on Tuesday 21 June from 3.30 to 5.00pm in the examination hall.  Although they could leave after 45 minutes, 

most of the 77 students who took part worked through to the five o’clock limit. The CCC committee reported that 

the feedback from schools was once again positive, with comments that the level of difficulty was similar to last 

year and included chances for every candidate to gain marks throughout the paper. Nonsuch Chemistry Depart-

ment will receive a 3dz
2 crystal orbital in order to acknowledge participation in the challenge. 

Congratulations to the students who gained a copper award and to those who achieved a silver award – Well done 

to everyone for taking part! 

Cambridge Chemistry 

Challenge 
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P.E 

Sports Awards Evening 

On the 4 July Nonsuch hosted the Sports Awards Evening 

which focused on celebrating the sporting achievements of 

talented teams and individuals. We were lucky enough to 

have a guest speaker, Casey Stoney, who spoke about her 

journey to becoming the captain of England’s women’s  

football team and how she led them to winning bronze at 

the London 2012 Olympics. 

Many awards were distributed during the evening including 

team of the year which went to the Key Stage 3 badminton 

team and Junior Sports Personality of the Year which was 

awarded to Alice in Year 9. The night finished with Nonsuch 

Sports Personality of the Year 2016 which, after much    

deliberating, was presented to Tia in Year 11 for her efforts 

in football. Many congratulations to the runners up, Mollie 

and Gemma who were equally deserving of the award. The 

evening also consisted of a farewell to Mrs Gunn, who is 

heading off on her retirement after many years in the PE 

department and she will be missed by all. The Gunn Award 

has been introduced to be awarded to the Player of the Year 

in hockey, as Mrs Gunn made a valuable contribution to this 

sport in particular and we thank her for all she did for    

Nonsuch hockey. 

Overall the night was a huge success with many students 

walking away with awards and the drive to continue      

competing and playing sport at Nonsuch. 

Hockey Champions Trophy  

This year for the first time hockey players were able to watch a professional hockey match at the Queen         

Elizabeth Hockey Park. We watched Argentina vs New Zealand with excellent seating that enabled us to watch 

the match incredibly close. When the first goal was scored everyone erupted in a frantic frenzy with everyone 

supporting Argentina on their feet. This was much more 

thrilling than sitting on a couch and watching from home. 

We were all able to watch the players tactics as they 

flicked, pushed and slapped the ball to team mates and 

most importantly into the goal. At half time, Miss 

Whelehan and I went to play a quick game with the       

presenter of the match. We had to see how many goals 

you could score with 12 balls. Unfortunately I came 2nd 

with 8 balls in but there is always room for improvement. 

The whole trip was absolutely amazing and I hope we can 

have another opportunity like this. 

Sophie – Year 8 
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Borough Athletics 

Borough Sports is at the centre of the summer sporting calendar and is an opportunity to compete 

against all the schools in the borough at track and field. Despite a weather ravaged season, the girls 

were excited to see if their hard work had paid off. The morning had successes on the track; for Year 

Seven a 1st place for Sophie in 800m and a gold for Maravilla in the 200m. In Year 8, Elizabeth came 

second in the 100m with an outstanding time of 12:93. Our Year 9s asserted themselves in the longer 

distances with Alice coming second in the 1500m and Grace receiving the silver medal in the 800m. 

Amy won a silver medal in the 200m with a personal best of 28:57. Finishing off a strong morning on  

the track our Year 10s, in their last ever competition, were outstanding. Elsa dominated the 1500m 

winning the race by a clear 15 seconds, Annabelle came second in the 800 with a personal best of 2 

min 42 and Jess received the silver medal in the 200m. Our successes were mirrored in the field 

events; in Year 7 Leanne achieved a silver medal with a distance of 7m 32 in the long jump.  

Our Year 8 field athletes achieved a silver in the high jump with Faye jumping 1m29, Olivia won the 

discus competition and Alexis won a bronze medal in the shot. Joy won the silver medal in the year 9 

shot putt competition and Emily threw strongly to win bronze in the discus. Jo, in Year 10, threw 17.37 

in the discus and was awarded the bronze medal.  

In the afternoon, it was time to contest the 4 x 100m relays. Our Year 7 team of Maravilla,  Sophie, 

Megan and Ama and Year 9 sprinters, Amy, Joy, Grace and Sophia both came third with competitive 

times. The Year 8 and Year 10 teams raced well and fielded competitive quartets.  

After a long day of competition and some incredible individual performances, the girls eagerly awaited 

the results. We came third overall, we are incredibly proud of all our athletes and looking forward to 

next year!  
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Borough Rounders 
Throughout the summer term, our year 7, 8, 9 and 10 Rounders teams train each week in preparation for the  
annual Borough Rounders tournament, where the teams come up against a number of schools in the Borough. 

Nonsuch did extremely well this year, placing 1st in two year groups and a very close 2nd in another. Big           
congratulations to all girls involved and good luck to the Year 7s in their tournament which is still to come. 

Year 8 

Playing Overton Grange, St. Philomena, Wallington, Stanley Park, Greenshaw and Cheam in the tournament, the 
year 8 team played competitively and with enthusiasm, making it to the final. In a nail biting game against 

Wallington, they were unfortunately beaten by half a rounder, with an end result of 7-7 ½.       

Year 9 

The year 9 Rounders team came up against eight other schools in the Borough; Overton Grange, Glenthorne, 
Wallington, Stanley Park, Greenshaw, Cheam, Sutton High and St. Philomena. The girls played fantastically well 

throughout the tournament making it to the final, beating Sutton High, and were therefore undefeated on the day.  

Year 10 

The year 10 team played Wallington, Carshalton Girls, Greenshaw, Cheam and Glenthorne in the tournament. 

They were also undefeated on the day, coming up against Wallington Girls in the final and winning convincingly. A 
special mention must go to Kate for an outstanding bowling performance on the day.  

Wimbledon Tennis Visit 

This year the PE department was lucky enough to be allocated some school tickets for Court 1 at Wimbledon. 

Mrs Gunn, Miss Whelehan and eight year 13 students made their way to the event and spent the afternoon 

watching some extremely high quality tennis. 

The matches being played on Court 1 were as follows: Venus Williams v Donna Vekic, Sam Groth v Kei Nishikor 

and Laura Robson v Angelique Kerber 

Unfortunately Laura Robson, the only British player of the day, did not progress to the second round but we all 

had a very enjoyable day! 

Tennis 

Nonsuch played in Division one of the Aegon Year 7 & 8 Tournament in Surrey and we finished as runners-up. An 

excellent result! 



 

Jack Petchy 
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Individual Achievement 

Elsa – Year 10 

Elsa in Year 10 won Gold in the Aquathlon, representing Sutton and Nonsuch, at the London 
Youth Games on Sunday 3 July. She swam 300 metres and ran 3000 metres, winning by just 6 
seconds. Well Done Elsa! 

Jennifer and Eleanor – Year 8 

Jennifer and Eleanor were part of the Epsom & Ewell Senior badminton team at the Surrey 

Youth Games and won Silver medals. 

Joy – Year 9 

Joy won a silver medal in the shot putt at the Surrey Schools Athletics Championships and was 

therefore selected to compete for Surrey in the South of England inter-counties competition. 

Catherine in Year 13 was a recent winner of a 

Nonsuch Jack Petchey Award. She used her 

Award money to take a group of A Level Music 

students to the BBC Young Musician of the Year 

Final. The girls really enjoyed the occasion.  We 

wish Catherine well in her future studies. 

Munyah in Year 9 has spent her Award money on 

books for the new library which have now arrived 

in school to be enjoyed by the students.  If you 

know a student who should be recognised for her 

outstanding achievements please use the nomina-

tion form on the school website (in the Jack    

Petchey section).  Nomination forms can be    

completed by students, parents and staff and 

placed in the box in the reception area. 

Mathura, Y13 used her Jack Petchey Award   

money to purchase two new Baby Annes. These 

were immediately put into use by some Y12    

students to teach their peers baby resuscitation.  

N.Holmes 

Jack Petchey Co-ordinator 

P.E 



 

Maths 

On June 14, thirteen of our top mathematicians from year 7 and year 8 participated in the 2016 UK Maths Junior 

Kangaroo Competition, the follow-on round from  Junior Maths Challenge.  Four pupils from our school are 
amongst the top 25% in the country and are awarded Merit Certificates for their outstanding performance.  The 

other nine pupils received Certificates of Qualification for their participation. 

 

In the 2016 UK Maths Junior Challenge two of our year 8 pupils qualified for the Junior Olympiad, a 2-hour    

competition.  One of them was awarded a Certificate of Distinction,  for  the top 25% of the participants and the 
other  gained a Certificate of Merit.  Well done girls. 

Page 13 

Newsletter                                                 Issue 39   July 2016 

                                                                 Nonsuch High School For Girls                                      

Combined Cadet Force 

On the afternoon of Saturday 25 June one hundred and fourteen cadets and staff assembled at Sutton 
Grammar School ready to depart for a week long camp held at Warcop Training Camp. During the first 
half of the week cadets took part in various activities such as rifle ranges, rock climbing, mountain   
biking, archery, survival skills and military skills. All the cadets worked exceptionally hard battling the 
unusually wet June weather. 
 
One of the highlights of the camp for many was the raft building activity. The cadets had just 15 
minutes to construct a raft capable of carrying a team of 15 across a lake. The rafts remained (mainly) 
intact although a lot of cadets ended up in the lake! Nonetheless, a great example of the need for   
excellent teamwork in challenging situations.  
 
The week ended with an emotional farewell from the year 13s for whom it was their last ever CCF   
activity. It was a chance for them to share some of their favourite memories from their last 5 years and 
a chance for staff and cadets to show their appreciation for all the hard work they have put in over the 
last year! 
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Aegon Tennis 

This year Nonsuch was again fortunate enough to ball girl for the Aegon Championships 2016. The 

Tournament took place between the 11 - 19 June 2016. We trained for 9 months every Friday after 

school and were required to successfully pass multiple selections in order to be an official ball girl for 

this special event.   Eventually 80 ball girls from both St. Philomena’s and Nonsuch High School for Girls 

were chosen to attend the tournament. It is a huge honour to be chosen. We were given kit sponsored 

by Nike in order to all look smart and wear the colours of Aegon. Each day we had to make sure our 

hair was neatly presented and that our trainers were pristine.  Throughout the week the day started 

with an hour coach journey to reach the club.  Singing and Chanting became a regular part of our rou-

tine to wake us up and to keep us entertained before the long day ahead. Our refuge for the week was 

the ball girl area equipped with food, drink and indoor practice courts to watch.  During our time when 

we weren’t on court we entertained ourselves with cards and there was a television where we could 

watch the centre court games. When we first stepped onto the court the nerves went away and we 

could just enjoy ourselves. The training was intense; however, it helped to give us the knowledge 

needed to do a good job, it ensured that we were the fastest and the most efficient we could be.  The 

nine days we spent at Queen’s club was an experience of a lifetime. We made new friends, and learned 

new skills.  This event is unforgettable and will stay with us for years to come. We are very grateful for 

the teachers involved and the extent to which they supported us throughout our time as ball girls. We 

are so fortunate to have the opportunity to take part in this prestigious event. 

 Charlotte Year 9 
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Announcing Next Year’s School Production….. 

‘The only thing a woman can own is knowledge...  
We must build our Trojan horse and infiltrate from the 

inside.' 
Mrs Welsh 

1897 – Girton College, Cambridge 
 

Girton is the first college in Britain to admit women. The girls risk their reputations for their edu-

cation. They study ferociously and match their male peers grade for grade. Yet, when the men 

graduate, the girls leave empty handed, with nothing but the stigma of being a ‘blue stocking’- 

an unnatural, educated woman- to their names. They are unqualified and unmarriageable. 

AUDITIONS 2 N D  WEEK BACK IN 

SEPTEMBER 
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House News 

At a time of year that is traditionally very quiet for the House Competition due to the public exams, we have been 

planning for our final few weeks of the summer term and into next year. 

The Recycled Fashion Show 

The final big house event to finish off the year is the Recycled Fashion show, which is 

due to be held on Friday 8 July in the main hall.  The entering teams from across all 

houses have been busy emulating the likes of Stella McCartney and Vivienne      

Westwood in designing outfits made 

from recycled materials and the 

models in those teams are         

perfecting their ‘blue steel’ looks on 

the catwalk.  Year 7 forms have even been spending 

tutorial time to design and make their outfits, so the 

competition is likely to be fierce and the judges, Mrs 

Tong, Ms Percy, Mrs Hobart and Mr Bingham will 

have their work cut out!  
Last year’s entrants  

Interhouse Sports 

The ever popular interhouse sports competitions, organised by the PE department, are now in full swing with 

interhouse rounders, tennis and swimming and Sports Day is coming soon. The outcomes of these events have a 

huge bearing on the overall house results and so team selection and effort are crucial to success. Sports Day is 

on Wednesday 13 July and students need to remember to wear their House colours and come prepared for     

being outdoors all day. 

Other events 

Our 6th Form House Officials are currently planning to resurrect the instagram photography competition so follow 

@nonsuch_photography and look out for event information.  In addition, the team are also planning to put on a 

Geography quiz and Computing competition come the start of the new school year in September so get practising 

your code and countries of the world! 

On Wednesday we welcomed the current Year 6 students (next year’s Year 7s), who were assigned to their new 

forms and introduced to the House Competition.  They spent some time getting to know their House Officials and 

worked together to create a flag, shield or poster to represent their form and their House next year.  We look 

forward to their enthusiasm for the House Competition 

Finally, on Friday 15 July we will be recapping the year’s House events and announcing the winners of both the 

Year 7 House Competition and the Year 8-11 House Competition in the whole school assembly.  The winning 

Houses will have their colours added to the trophies and their flags will be moved to the front of the Main School 

hall.  Students will receive certificates if they have achieved at least 10 credits, with different colours for meeting 

different points thresholds.  The final standings in the House Competition will be announced in the September 

newsletter. 

With thanks to the 6th Form House Officials for their efforts, we sign off on another successful year for the House 

Competition and wish everyone a restful, relaxing and fun summer holiday. 

Mr Bingham 

House Coordinator  
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Music 

Vox Celestes success 

Reigate and Redhill Music and Drama festival 

Vox Celestes once again won high praise from the    

judges obtaining an Honours certificate in class 128 

and outstanding in class 124. The adjudicator said of 

their performance “Well done girls - another           

impressive rendition from you. A beautiful blended 

sound and fine diction – tested to the limit.” 

Last Music Tea of the academic year 

Huge congratulations go to all involved in the last Music Tea of the academic year. We were 

treated to a range of many different styles and particular highlights included Mr Austin’s two 

chamber groups: the Piano Quartet (Miss Waller, Chloe, Giulia and Sabrina) and the Horn Trio 

(Sophia, Soeun and Mr Austin). It was also lovely to see Dr Johnson’s string ensemble, which 

was made up of the junior members of the Symphony Orchestra, play the Corelli with such en-

thusiasm too. Well done to all the performers involved! 
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Pastoral Team  

 

It has been a very busy Summer Term for the Pastoral Team.  We would all like to wish you a very happy, 

healthy and safe Summer Holiday. 

Mrs Holmes – Head of Year 7 

Ms D’ Souza – Head of Year 8  

Miss Bell – Head of Year 9 

Mr Coy – Head of Year 10 

Mr Reeve – Head of Year 11 

 

Sixth Form  

It has been an extremely busy term in the Sixth Form and as we come to the end of it the girls have earned a well

-deserved break!  Congratulations go to both Years 12 and 13 on the completion of their exams – a challenge met 

head-on by all.   

As Year 13 reached the end of a long (for many) and successful Nonsuch career, we were delighted to give them 

a good send off at the May Ball.  This was brilliantly organised by the Sixth Form Committee to whom we say 

‘Thank You’ and ‘Well Done’.  We look forward to seeing the girls on Thursday, 18
 
August for Results Day and 

sharing their excitement as they move on to the next stage of their lives. 

Year 12 have returned from Study Leave, delighted to have their AS exams behind them and ready to begin Year 

13 work.  We are very much looking forward to the Pizza and Movie Night on Monday, 11
 
July, to help mark the 

end of a successful Lower Sixth Year.   

It remains for us to wish the girls the very best and safest of Summer Holidays. 

Miss Meade and Miss Hawkins 


