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As you can see from this half term’s newsletter it has been a very 

busy time at Nonsuch: Trips abroad, competitions entered (and 

won) and opportunities galore.  But the newsletter just covers one 

aspect of school life. The last half term has seen students and staff 

working extremely hard in preparation for the public exams. Many, 

many hours have been spent by staff marking practice papers, 

exam questions, running revision sessions, help clubs and being 

available to give one to one advice. I hope you will join me in 

thanking them for the additional support they have given to the 

students.   

The public exams have started now. They mostly take place in the 

sports hall and school hall but on occasions we have to use other 

class rooms when numbers and need dictate. We are extremely 

fortunate to have a highly experienced team of invigilators which 

mean the exams run like clockwork as well as ensuring the girls 

are well looked after in the exam venues.   

Year 11 left for study leave on May 13th and Year 13 left on May 

20th. All staff were particularly appreciative of the open letter     

written by Year 11 thanking them for their support and encourage-

ment over the years. A copy of their letter was printed in the 

weekly email of 17 May. Here are some photos of the Year 11  

celebrating their last day.  

As summer comes ever closer we are asking the girls to go outside 

at lunchtime. There are picnic benches around the school grounds 

and many areas are shaded as well if students do not want to sit 

in the sun. It is far more beneficial for the girls to be outside at 

lunch rather than stay cooped up in their form rooms.  

I wish all the students the very best in their public exams and I 

wish you a pleasant half term. 

      Miss Hartley 

Goo
d Lu

ck
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Astronomy 

Science 

Transit of Mercury 
Skywatchers at Nonsuch 
enjoyed an opportunity to 
see Mercury transit the 
Sun on Monday 9th May. 
Mercury's journey across 
the Sun lasted from 
11:12 until 18:42 GMT. 
It was the third such pass 
of 14 this century; the 
little planet will not transit 
again until 2019 and then 
2032. 
The event is impossible 
to view with the naked 
eye. However, we were 
lucky to have Mr Fishwick return to school to set up a telescope in the Quad to project the image .  
Many students were fortunate to see this rare event – especially 7 Mercury! 

A welcome return for Mr Fishwick 

Our projection of the transit 

 “Name that Element!”  

The exciting news of the discovery of the four new elements, with atomic numbers of 113, 115, 117 and 118 which 

resulted in the completion of the seventh row of the periodic table, sparked the launch by the Chemistry              

Department of a “Name that Element!” competition.  

We are pleased to announce the overall winner of the competition is Alice in Year 11 with her name “Mijikium” for 

element 113, due to her imaginative and well thought through explanation of the name. It incorporated the          

Japanese word for “short”, due to the short half-life of the element and its discovery by the RIKEN Nishina Centre 

for Accelerator-based Science in Japan. Winners for the remaining elements include: China in Year 10. for       

element 115 (Daltonium); Grace in Year 10 for element 117 (Nuine) and Jelena in Year 9 for element 118 

(Teslinium). Well done to all who participated and we are looking forward to finding out what the official names will 

be!      

          By Gihani , Pooja  & Michaela  

48th INTERNATIONAL CHEMISTRY OLYMPIAD—A level Chemists  

The International Chemistry Olympiad (IChO) is an annual academic competition for high school       

students. The following is a report by Malinya who is in year 12. 

The Chemistry Olympiad was held on Tuesday the 26 January from 3.30 to 5.30 pm.  It was a long two 

hours but very interesting and challenging nonetheless.  It gave us the opportunity to extend our 

knowledge beyond the syllabus. Out of the 33 students who took part, four achieved a silver award and 

three got a bronze certificate. The Olympiad will take place around the same time next year and it would 

be great if even more students could give it a try. 

CU/SN  Juliet ,Uma and Malinya from Year 12     AG Sophie,  Katie, Sarah and Eleanor from Year 13 

 



 

French Trip to Paris 
At midday on March 6th, we all met at St Pancras International Station , ready to go to Paris. 
We arrived in France after a long journey on Eurostar, then we took the coach to Lisses 
where we were to meet the families we would be staying with for the week. We were all 
nervous to meet them at the start but by the second night everything was more relaxed. On 
Monday we went to school in the morning for 3 hours. It was a challenge to communicate 
with the teachers at first but we soon got used to listening to French all the time. Then we 
went to the museum ‘Le Louvre’ and walked up to Les Champs Elysées, where we did a lot of shopping. On the Tuesday after 
school, we visited Paris’ famous monuments including the Eiffel Tower and L’Arc de Triomphe. We took loads of pictures at 
the top of the views. On Wednesday after a few hours of school we made our way to Disneyland Paris. The journey took 
roughly an hour which was not made any quicker by the uncontainable excitement and out of tune singing. The best thing 
about the day was that the park was very empty as it was raining and it was a little cloudy, but  nothing could spoil the day. 
Thursday was spent at the Palace of Versailles; a stunning building with beautiful gardens. When we had finished there, we 
made our way to Evry Shopping Centre in which most people just bought more macarons and cheaper-than-England     
clothing. After saying goodbye to our French school, on Friday we had a relaxing day at Montmartre exploring the artists’ 
work and small French shops. The Paris trip was a really good experience to improve our French communication skills and 

was also really enjoyable.               Written by Alice and Bernice. 
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The Salters’ Chemistry Challenge 

On Thursday 21st April, we gathered at Cheam station and 

took various trains to reach Imperial College London via 

the Natural History Museum. 

The morning started with the Salter’s Challenge; this was a 

fascinating murder mystery. The challenge not only tested 

our knowledge but also our teamwork and practical skills 

within a laboratory environment. In order to solve the mys-

tery, we had to test the reactions of several ‘white pow-

ders’ with different chemicals and use chromatography to 

test pen ink samples. In the end, we had to find the two 

samples which matched with the  evidence on the murdered victim. 

The afternoon consisted of the ‘Cool It!’ University Challenge and an amazing demonstrative  lecture. The 

challenge was to work as a team to lower the temperature of water to just 10.5 degrees using only         

calcium hydrogen carbonate and citric acid granules, in exactly one minute. The lecture in the afternoon 

was very inspiring; a chemical demonstration, full of bangs, pops and fizzes as we’ve never seen before. 

Packed with information and explanation, it gave us insight into the depth, diversity and beauty of    

chemistry, on a different level.  

Overall, the Salter’s Festival gave us a wonderful opportunity to experience working in an undergraduate 

laboratory environment at Imperial College. The activities illustrated how essential chemistry is to our    

everyday lives, and how it is utilised in many fields such as forensic science and medicine.  

Languages 

In the recent 2016 UK Maths Junior Challenge, 23 of our year 8 mathematicians were awarded gold certificates, 28 

silver and 14 bronze.  As a result of their outstanding achievements, two of our top pupils qualified for the        
following Junior Maths Olympiad and 10 are eligible for the Junior Kangaroo. Some year 7 mathematicians        

participated in the competition and were awarded certificates for their excellent performances. Out of the nine 
awarded gold certificates, three are eligible for the Junior Kangaroo round, 8 gained silver certificates and 3 

bronze.  Well done girls!               E Cook 

Math 
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Languages 

Year 12 Work Experience visit to Liège, Belgium 

Making use of a foreign language in real-life contexts is a very rewarding way to see how much you have learnt in 

language lessons at school. This is exactly what a group of year 12 students of French did in March. They spent a 

week living with exchange families, working during the day and experiencing Belgian life in the evenings. 

The group, which included students from St. Philomena’s, travelled to Liège by Eurostar. Before the busy working 

week began, a day of sightseeing was arranged by the host families with many students traveling to Brussels or 

Bruges or taking in the sights in Liège.  

Our partner school, the Collège Sainte Véronique, has a nursery and primary section, and so many of our students 

became teaching assistants for the week, organising games, helping the teachers with the lessons and enjoying a 

moment of quiet when the class had its daily siesta. Others learnt how to wait at tables in sandwich bars or serve 

customers in the local newsagents. All agreed that their French had benefited greatly from the experience and 

hopefully some lasting friendships will have been formed. 

The trip was the second leg in this year’s exchange programme. If you are thinking of studying French at A Level 

next year, then look out for details of the trip – it’s a great way to practise everything you’ve been doing in the 

classroom. 

German Trip to Berlin 

In early March 20 Nonsuch girls studying German flew 
out to Berlin for a week-long educational 

stay. Every morning the Year 10 students attended a 3 
hour German class at the DID Institute. They improved 
their verbal German skills and knowledge of Berlin  
history while communicating and learning from a    
native teacher. The sixth formers did work experience 
at their various jobs, including at a hotel and a law firm. 
In the afternoons we all joined together to enjoy recre-
ational activities around the city, as well as evening 
shopping trips and sightseeing. Overall from the experi-
ence we gained confidence in our ability to speak and 
interact in German and appreciate the opportunities 
given to us through learning a foreign language. 
By Sueann and Misora 

Spanish Trip to Seville 

The Nonsuch annual Spanish trip was to Seville this year. We took 40 students from years 12 and 10 for 5     
jam-packed days of Spanish language teaching, cultural trips and acclimatising to life in a Spanish family.      

Students stayed in pairs with a Spanish family and were challenged to use their Spanish as much as possible. In 

addition to intensive language classes we were treated to fun activities such as a flamenco lesson, trying 
‘chocolate con churros’, a boat trip down the Guadalquivir, a dancing horse show in Jerez and, of course, a day 

at the beach! The weather was perfect and the families made a huge effort to welcome all the students and 
went the extra mile when dealing with a few girls who unfortunately picked up a bug. Despite this, the girls 

were unanimous in saying it was one of the best trips they had ever been on and many would have stayed long-
er. The teachers would like to thank the students who came for their excellent behaviour and cheerful attitude 

at all times; you were a pleasure to take on a trip and were praised wherever we went by the public – well 

done! 
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Music 

Dorking Halls Concert – Chamber Choir 

Chamber Choir had the opportunity to showcase their  

talents at the Surrey Primary Schools Festival Concert at 

Dorking Halls on Monday 25th April 2016. It turns out that 

Lucy (Year 13) had previously sung at the same event 10 

years ago! The primary children were wowed by the girls’ 

performances and we received many compliments from 

the audience too! Well done to all the girls involved,     

particularly Lorna (Year 11) who accompanied us on the 

piano and Lucy (Year 13) who played violin.  

VOX CELESTES SUCCESS 
Vox Celestes gave an outstanding Performance at the Reigate 

and Redhill Music and Drama Festival winning several          

certificates. They also received high praise from the adjudicator 

who said of their performance “Well done girls - another     

impressive rendition from you. A beautiful   blended sound and 

fine diction – tested to the limit.” 

SPRING CONCERT 
A fantastic night was had by all on the evening of Tuesday 21st 
March when the music department put on one of their most    

ambitious spring concerts to date. The tickets sold like hot cakes 

and the quality of the performances was exceptional. There was a 
complete array of musical styles, ranging from Western Classical 

music to traditional African Drumming. Highlights included: the 
Concert Band performing Selections from Les Miserables; the 

Ukulele Group performing a mash-up of Sam Smith and Of    

Monsters and Men; Nonsuch Jazz performing Chicago; Vox     
Celestes performing an A cappella arrangement of Peter Piper; 

the newly-founded Indian Ensemble performing in traditional 
dress; Chamber Choir’s beautiful performance of The Banks of 

Doon with Lucy on solo violin; and the Symphony Orchestra play-
ing Egmont Overture by Beethoven.  

Congratulations to all the girls involved - it was a thoroughly   

enjoyable evening! A special well done must be given to our Year 

13 Leavers too (Catherine, Lucy, Phoebe, Becky and Christine) for 

whom this concert was their last. They have all been tremendous 

ambassadors for the Music Department and are all such         

accomplished musicians. You will be sorely missed by staff and 

students alike. 

The Music Department would also like to thank all the staff and 

students who kindly volunteered their services to help with the 

evening’s performance. 
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The 8th annual Jazz Night took place took place on 28 April 2016 and was a roaring success! We were 

treated to performances from the Nonsuch Big Band, the Year 13 All Stars, Vox Celestes and Nuages 

Neuf & the Hot Club of Nonsuch with vocal soloists including Alice , Catherine  and Erin . Highlights   

included performances of standards by Django Reinhardt, Fats Waller and Grappelli. Special thanks to 

Dr Johnson for arranging this tremendous event and to the PTA for providing the delicious               

refreshments! 

Jazz Night 
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Jack Petchey Awards 

 

 

Isla in Year 9, who won her Jack 
Petchey Award for her performance 

in Kayaking took a number of     
students to the Thames for an    

introduction to Kayaking session on 
23 April.  As the pictures         

demonstrate, they had a great day. 

 

 

 

 

 

Catherine (Year 13) decided to spend her Jack Petchey award on 
tickets to see the BBC Young Musician of the Year Final at the 

Barbican. Catherine and her friends, along with Miss Waller, 

loved seeing the finalists perform live; they were all so incredibly 
talented and demonstrated a true passion for performing. The 

standard was exceptional. Catherine was over-the-moon that the 
cellist, Shaku, won as she plays the cello too! What a wonderful 

treat for a Sunday afternoon and evening!  

 

 

 

The Committee would like to thank Rassecah and Aimee in Year 13 for their contribution to the Jack Petchey 
Awards in school.  They have both been members of the Committee for a significant time and Rassecah has been 

a fantastic secretary, recording and sending out minutes of the meetings.  We are sorry to lose them as they 

leave the school but wish them well for the future. 

Two students from Year 8 and one from Year 7 have been selected to join the Committee following an application 
process.  We are pleased to welcome Harini, Sandia and Mahi who will help to make the decisions about who 

wins the Awards. 

The Committee are pleased to announce 4 new Achievement Award winners. 

Zahra in Year 13 was recognised for her contribution to the History and Politics Society in School. 

Theodora in Year 10 was nominated by other students for the youth work she does as a volunteer at her local 
church, as well as being an excellent role model.   

Munyah in Year 8 has been a dedicated library volunteer for the past 2 years and has taken on a variety of roles. 

Millie-Jane in Year 12 had to change her PE practical activities when she came to Nonsuch so that she could  

complete the practical moderation, which meant learning about tennis officiating and coaching.  She attended 
both lunchtime and after school activities and helped younger students improve their trampoline skills. 

The girls will be presented with their certificates in July.   We are also pleased to congratulate Dhara in Year 11 

who received a Jack Petchey Award from the Girl Guiding Association. 

Please continue to submit your nominations for outstanding achievement.  The nomination form is on the Jack 

Petchey section of the website. 

Nicola Holmes 
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History & politics 

Breaking Barriers 
On Thursday 21st April, the Department had a speaker come and talk to us about 

the refugee charity set up locally called Breaking Barriers.  The charity helps refugees rebuild their lives through 

finding meaningful employment in the community. Eiad spoke about his experience as a refugee from the crisis in 

Syria.  He told us about his journey from Syria to the UK via Lebanon, Egypt, Italy, Germany and France.  Mat-

thew, the leader of the charity, spoke about how the charity was set up and how it tries to remain separate from 

politics.  It gave the students a real insight into the workings of a charitable organisation and a very personal 

view of the difficulties of being a refugee at this  difficult and politically contentious time. 

 

Tom Brake MP 

On Thursday 28 January, Tom Brake, MP for Carshalton & Wallington, came to 

speak to the students and the staff about his passionate belief that the UK should 

remain a member of the European Union.  He set out his key arguments for staying 

in and then took questions from the students.   The campaign has begun in earnest!  

Paul Scully, MP for Sutton & Cheam and a Vote Leave supporter, will be coming to 

speak to the students on Friday 17th of June. 

For a student report on the talk and her view of the EU Referendum, go to: 

http://nonsuchhp.blogspot.co.uk/ 

        Mrs L Budden 

Practice Expedition 

The Year 9 Bronze Practice Expedition took 
place in the Surrey Hills on the May Bank 

Holiday weekend.   The girls all walked to 
the campsite successfully and cooked their 

supper.  Although it was frosty overnight 

the girls coped with the conditions and had 
a bright sunny day on the return walk.  A number of girls have    

certainly decided to revise their packing list for the qualifying      
expedition as they have realised they don’t need quite as much food 

as they thought to survive one night away from home! 

We look forward to a successful Bronze Qualifying at the beginning 

of July and Silver Practice on 8 July. 

Nicola Holmes 

Duke of Edinburgh Leader 

Stop Press 

Please can all students upload all evidence to the Edofe website for 

approval.  Once uploaded, check the status of your account a few 

days later in case the evidence has been queried.  Remember to see 
Mrs Holmes on a Tuesday lunchtime if you need help or email on 

doe@nonsuch.sutton.sch.uk  Students who started Bronze in 2012-
13 can still get their Award! 

Duke of Edinburgh Award 

http://nonsuchhp.blogspot.co.uk/
mailto:doe@nonsuch.sutton.sch.uk
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House News 

At the end of last term we held a whole school House Assembly to reflect 

on the activities and achievements in the House competition over the 

Spring term and announced the current leading forms and overall Houses in 

the competition.  The winning forms in each year group were rewarded 

with their own mufti days.  At present 7 Pluto lead the Year 7 competition 

and Mercury lead the Year 8-11 competition – well done to all those who 

worked hard to receive credits! 

Interhouse Netball and Hockey 

The PE department with the help of the 

Sports Captains ran the ever popular 

and fiercely competitive lower school 

interhouse netball and hockey competi-

tions, with the following results: 

  Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 

Netball Mercury Saturn Mars 

Hockey Mercury Mars Jupiter 

Orienteering 

For the first time ever, we ran an orienteering race in Nonsuch Park and were graced with fabulous weather. 

Eight teams raced around the park at lunchtime for 35 minutess collecting points by visiting hidden checkpoints 

and solving puzzles. The Year 11 team of Katrina, Hannah, Tia and Secoura almost found every single checkpoint 

and returned with an insurmountable 480 points, 110 points more than second place Year 10 team Ambika,    

Amrita, Juliette and Anusuyaa. The teachers were in third place, although allegations of cheating, bribery and 

unsportsmanlike behaviour were lodged by the other competitors!  A special mention for the Year 7 team of  

Maggie, Adchaya, Sophie and Orla in 7 Neptune who scored 120 points, a very impressive score for Year 7! 

Mr Bingham 

House Coordinator  

NIM Competition 

The Nonsuch Interhouse Music competition (NIM) was held on 22nd March and included a range of musical acts 

from across the year groups, including a group of Year 11s from Mars (Yinka, Gabriella, Catherine, Dayna and 

Guilia)  who ended up winning the competition with their own song, which had the audience on their feet      

demanding an   encore!  Thanks to the House Officials for organising; Miss Waller, Mr Reeve and Miss Wright for 

judging. 
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P.E 

Tuesday 19th
 and Wednesday 20th

 

April marked the special event of the 
yearly celebration of talented Nonsuch 
gymnasts and dancers. Staff, students 
and parents were welcomed to watch 
the array of talent from girls in Years 7 
to 13 ranging from gym to ballet to 
Irish Dancing to Bollywood to Contem-
porary to Jazz and many more as they 
reflected the theme of "Decades." The 
atmosphere was very lively and       
energetic with professional lighting to 
add to the special feel. 

 

We had Year 8 Gym 4 All with a 1980s 
inspired routine, Year 7 Gym 4 All in 
the swinging sixties and dance club, 
dancing us through the decades. A 
great time was had by both perform-
ers and audience alike and we’re     
already looking forward to next year. 
Theodora – Year 10 

Gym and Dance Display – Decades 

Sport Relief Mile 

final fundraising total = £2223.05 

Just before Easter over 400 students took part in the Sport Relief Mile. This involved running 4 times around the   

running track on the front field. Many of the students wore fancy dress or completed their 4 laps in a creative way. 
9My completed the distance in a three-legged fashion but rather than two people, this involved the whole class! 

There was also a Father Christmas running, a variety of students in animal onesies and also girls who forward rolled 

or cartwheeled their way round. 

The total raised is a fantastic sum for a worthy charity. Many members of staff also took part on the day and there 
was a staff cake sale which raised around £70 too. The student who raised the most money was Aisha in Year 8 and 

overall 8P raised the most money, so an extra special well done to them but we would like to thank everyone who 

took part. 
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Year 10 GCSE Dance – Spring Sharing 

On Friday 22nd April, Year 10 GCSE dance students went to St. Mark’s Academy to a Step into Dance Spring Sharing Event. We 
performed an abstract contemporary piece we created called "Wave", as well as watching a range of different styles of danc-
ing performed by other schools. Our choreographer was Tanya Grieg, who is our GCSE dance teacher. She produced the 
piece in collaboration with our GCSE dance group (Elise, Grace, Chloe, Amy, Freya and Theodora). The evening was very     
special as the Mayor of Croydon also attended to see the entertaining and moving dance works. The event was in collabora-
tion with the Jack Petchey Scheme which recognises talented young people. Overall, we very much enjoyed the opportunity 
and it increased our confidence in showing our dance choreography to others. 

Theodora – Year 10 

Fencing Taster Sessions 

A few girls from Years 7 to 9 were lucky enough to take part in a 
three week foil fencing course led by a coach. During the three 
sessions, we learnt a great amount including what parts of the 
sword were called (such as the button, and also the guard which 
protects your hand), how to safely put on and use fencing gloves, 
helmets and jackets and of course how to fence! 

In the first lesson, we learnt the most basic moves, and after a 
short time we were able to properly move forwards and back-
wards as well as lunge and dodge in true fencing spirit! Later on in 
the course, we learnt how to parry (knocking the opponent’s 
sword away) and how to riposte (to try and score a point after a 
parry). 

We had a lot of fun trying out this sport, which was new to most of us. Although hot in the helmets and jackets, we all kept 
on smiling! Overall, we loved the course and enjoyed every moment. 

Maggie – Year 7 

Tennis Festival 

Nonsuch entered the Year 7 & 9 events at the Surrey Tennis Festival which took place 
at St George’s College, Weybridge on Thursday 5 May.  This event features the top 
tennis players across the county so the matches were very competitive.  The Year 9 
team of Mathilde and Ellen played well but missed out on progression beyond the 
group stages.  The Year 7 team of Lithusha and Anjana played and won 4 matches in 
the group stage to reach the semi-finals.  This included a comeback from a 3-0 deficit 
to a 4-3 win in a tie-break against Guildford High, demonstrating their skill and        
determination.  In the semi-finals Nonsuch lost to Putney.  Finishing in 3rd place is an 
outstanding performance against 21 Surrey schools in the Year 7 event. 
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National Schools Badminton Championships 

 

Our Nonsuch KS3 badminton team of Eleanor, Ching, 

Charlotte, Jennifer and Ellen took part in the KS3    

National Schools Championship finals on the 17 April 

2016 at the Milton Keynes National Badminton Centre. 

The competition started in 2015 with 1600 schools 

across the country taking part in local, county and re-

gional rounds before progressing to the finals. 

Unfortunately on the day we were unable to field the 

full team which got us to the finals, but the remaining 

players were determined to represent the school to the 

best of their ability. 

Eleanor joined the team as our new number 2 singles player, Jennifer stepped up as our number 3 player and 

Ching sacrificed her birthday celebrations to play in the finals. There was fantastic play from Charlotte and particu-

larly Ellen, who saved her best game for the finals. 

In our first match against Ecclesbourne School we got off to the best possible start by winning the first two 

games, requiring just one more for the win. Unfortunately though we came very close in a couple of games, we 

ended up losing the match 2-3. Next up was Arden Academy, who were simply too strong, even for all the other 

schools, as they would end up taking the eventual gold medals. 

This meant that we were in the 7-9 place play offs. Again in our first match we were close, losing 2-3 and in our 

final match of the evening losing again 1-4. 

Though we ended up in 9th position, all the girls played extremely well against the best junior badminton players 

in the country. We are very proud of what they have accomplished and the way in which they represented the 

school. 

Sky Sports ‘Living for Sport’ Athlete Mentor Visit 

 

As part of our ongoing participation in the Sky Sports ‘Living for Sport’   

programme, we enjoyed a visit from our athlete mentor, Jon Boyton. Jon 

is a GB sprint kayaker, he is the current K1 1000m, K1 500m, & K4 1000m 

national champion. 

Earlier in the year he worked with our project group. The group have 

been working on their swimming skills with dedicated swimming teachers. 

On this visit, Jon worked with several PE classes and great fun was had by 

all. He also gave an assembly to Year 7s and 8s with the message that 

natural ability and talent are only part of the story. In order to achieve 

attitude and dedication are equally as important. 

Commenting on becoming an Athlete Mentor, Jon had this to say; 

“Learning to enjoy sport when I was young changed my life. I hope that I 

can inspire pupils on school visits to pursue their dreams and try a variety 

of sports. Hopefully I can demonstrate in an engaging way to pupils that 

the only secret to success is hard work.” 
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U15 and Senior Sutton Schools Netball Tournament 

The U15 and senior netball teams competed at the Sutton Schools tournament before Easter. We 
hosted the event and the girls competed with tenacity in a tough round robin tournament. We were 
pleased to put forward an A and B team in both categories and were the only team to do so. All the 
girls performed brilliantly; they were undefeated and crowned champions both sections! We look for-
ward to the Surrey and National competitions next year. Well done to all the Nonsuch Netball Squads 
for their continued dedication to training 

Stanley Park Athletics Competition  
On Thursday 11 May students from years 7-10 went to the Stanley Park Athletics 
Competition.  
We started off the first track and field events with a flurry of successes. The year 7s 
performed particularly well in the first event which was the 800m, placing 1st and 
3rd. Throughout the event the majority of girls placed in the top 3 performers in 
their respective events, many of these girls also set new PBs! 
The environment was fun and friendly with a lot of encouragement, we were all 
cheering for each other. 
Results for individual year groups: 
 Year 7  - 2nd Place 
 Year 8  - 4th Place 
 Year 9  - 2nd Place 
 Year 10  - 1st Place 
We then waited for the presentation at the end of the event to find out the overall 
standings. In 4th place came St Philomena’s, only a few points ahead in 3rd place 
were Stanley Park. Now we were really excited to hear who had won! In second 
place, only 10 points behind the overall winners were… Wallington High School, 
which meant that Nonsuch had won!! 
Our teachers (Miss Whelehan and Miss Richards) were so supportive and encourag-
ing. We all had a wonderful time and cannot wait for our next competition,        
borough athletics! As a team we hope that our success will bring others to athletics 
club so that they can enjoy the sport we love so much!   
      Sophie and Maggie – Year 7  

Save the Date  
Sports Awards Evening  

Monday 4th July – 7.00pm in the school hall. 
This is a great opportunity to celebrate our sporting successes during 2015-16. We will also have a guest 
speaker to share some words of wisdom and hand out the prizes.  
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G C S E

P R O D U C T  D E S I G N

S H O W

C A S E

Anand

Childs Seat inspired by the

De Stijl design movement

Grace

chair inspired  images from the 

African culture

Emma

Jewellery box & pendants inspired 

by Aboriginal Art

Hannah

Storage cube inspired by the 

De Sijl design movement
Kousy

Table inspired by the Art Deco 

design movement

Zoe

Fabric art /shelf inspired by the 

Japanese culture



 Page 15 

Newsletter                                                 Issue 38   May 2016 

                                                                 Nonsuch High School For Girls                                      

 

G C S E

P R O D U C T  D E S I G N

S H O W

C A S E

Shapththavy

Table with lighting feature inspired 

by the Indian culture

Lucy

chair inspired by Pop Art

Poorany

Jewellery box & pendants inspired 

by the Japanese culture

Saj

Storage cupboard inspired by 

the Art Deco design movement

Sarah

Table inspired by the Swedish 

culture

Zoe

Coffee Table inspired by the

Memphis design movement
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A  S  &  A  2

P R O D U C T  D E S I G N

S H O W

C A S E

Charlotte

Coffee table made from solid 

walnut & glass

Fran

Architectural model of a modern 

sustainable home

Fatima

Jewellery stand & range of 

jewellery pieces made in resin

Kanya

DEAR seating for the new 

school library

Liya

Modern side table

Pavithra

Art Nouveau inspired coffee table 

with storage area

Rukshena

Art Deco inspired side table with 

storage area

Shorubhi

Memphis inspired study table

Cindy

Op Art inspired  lighting

Ashpreet

Louboutin Retail Display

Gemma

Fold away study table
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A  S  &  G C S E

P R O D U C T  D E S I G N

On Wednesday 23rd March 2016 Miss Hobart organised a trip for students in Years 11 & 12 

interested in careers in engineering  to the Dyson School of Engineering at Imperial 

College to find out more about courses and careers in engineering.

The staff at Imperial were really welcoming on our arrival and as 

we made our way through the college we could see many 

students working and although they were studying hard they 

looked like they were having a lot of fun; some were working on 

new ideas and others were testing ideas.

Firstly, we were given a talk by two of the lecturers who told us 

about their roles and what they were currently working on. They 

then told us more about the Design Engineering course offered 

at Imperial, which includes time working as an engineer in an 

industrial company including Dyson.

Overall  I really enjoyed my experience at Imperial and I have decided that I would like to apply for 

their BSc Design Engineering course. More Nonsuch students should consider Engineering as a 

career and A Level Design and Technology gives you a fantastic introduction into this field.
Kanya

At Imperial they are keen for students to present their ideas in a 

number of ways, one being by drawing on the walls – which were 

all whiteboards! I really liked this idea and think that Nonsuch

should adopt this, as it may help students when generating and 

developing their ideas as they can sketch ideas quickly, make 

changes and can take photos of their work.

We were then split up into smaller groups where we were 

challenged to design or develop a new product. Tasks 

included:

• design a  bicycle suitable for elderly people

• design a way to encourage people to wash their hands/use 

the hand sanitiser when visiting hospitals

• design a  headset for dancers 

We were given marker pens, A1 size paper and playdough to 

help us discuss and model our ideas. The play dough was 

really fun to work with and meant we could represent our ideas 

quickly in 3D.

Dr. Jamie Mackerill really liked our ideas, particularly the design of 

an app to encourage people to wash their hands and was hoping 

to develop this design further – Watch this space! 

When we were working in our groups it was quite evident who had studied a creative subject at 

GCSE and AS Level as they were much more confident discussing, modelling and testing their ideas. 

Design Engineering students need to be creative, come up with innovative ideas as well as be able 

to apply their knowledge of maths and science. 



 

Pastoral News 
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Mrs Holmes (Head of Year 7), Miss D’Souza (Head of Year 8), Miss Bell (Head of Year 9) 

Now that the sun has arrived, the Summer Term is really flying by quickly.  We would like the girls to remember to bring in sun 

cream and water so they stay safe and hydrated when they are outside at lunchtimes.  There are areas of shade by the canteen 

and behind the drama block.    

We hope in the final half-term of the year the students embrace the opportunities that they have at Nonsuch to create lasting 

memories of their school days.  There are trips to Marwell Zoo, Hever Castle, Fishbourne and Spain for the Watersports trip. 

A number of girls will also be representing the school as Ballgirls at the Aegon Tennis Championships so do look out for them on 

the BBC.  Over 160 Year 9 and 10 will be heading out on their Duke of Edinburgh Expeditions in July and we wish them well.  

Towards the end of term, Year 7 will be participating in a Speaking Competition and we look forward to listening to their        

prepared pieces.   Year 7 will also be assisting with the Induction Day for the Year 6 students so they will enjoy being role     

models for the new girls. 

At the end of term, the students will be celebrating their achievements in a presentation assembly for each year group and this 

will be followed by a whole school picnic on the front field. 

We hope many of you will be able attend Sports Day on Wednesday,13th July and come to the Music Tea and Recital Evening 

which are also taking place next half term. 

Mr Coy (Head of Year 10) 

At the time of writing, the Year 10 students have just completed their exams and I have been very impressed by the great effort 

that everyone has put in to their revision and preparation. The exams have been run exactly as they will be for the GCSEs, so I 

hope the girls will now know what to expect, are aware of all the regulations about what they can bring in, and won’t feel        

intimidated by all the rows of desks in the Sports Hall! The rest of term will be an important time for the girls to consolidate what 

they have learned and press on with the GCSE courses; the Year 11 Leavers Day reminded me how quickly the time will fly   

before our year group are in the same position! 

Meanwhile, Nonsuch has been filled with all sorts of other activity as well. I was delighted to hand back the Duke of Edinburgh 

projects which explained what they had learned during their expeditions. They were all packed with fascinating insights and f illed 

with great photographs and illustrations. Great care had been taken in their presentation as well and I particularly enjoyed the 

one which included embroidery! I have been pleased to hear about CCF, and that Year 10s are taking on roles with more      

responsibility as they prepare for their camp. I am also always impressed to see the students practising their ball-girling skills for 

the Aegeon Tennis Championships, where Year 10s are also taking on leadership roles, and wish them the best of luck for when 

the matches begin on 13 June. 

I am also grateful to four students who assisted me by delivering assemblies about e-safety for Years 7 and 8 with great care 

and skill. It has been increasingly important to advise students on how to use social media and the internet appropriately and, in 

particular, how to treat each other courteously and with respect online. It was therefore very helpful to have lower school       

students hear this message from people close to their own age to give the message extra credibility.  

The second half of term will bring all sorts of further special events. I am looking forward to hearing how people get on during 

“Take Your Daughter to Work Day” and also taking part in the Celebrating Achievement assembly and finding out even more 

about the girls’ accomplishments this year. 

Mr Reeve (Head of Year 11) 

Year 11 have been preparing for their exams and have now left for study leave – in style. Students received their Yearbook    

containing memories and photos for them to cherish and the hoodies are looking very smart indeed. 

On the last day we shared cakes in the quad. I would like to thank Year 11 for leaving some cakes for staff to enjoy!! The 

‘imaginative skipping rope’ was entertaining – and I enjoyed beating Mr Dant’s record of two jumps!  

A big thank you to those girls who contributed to the leavers’ assembly – a fantastic send off. Three days later Year 11 arrived for 

their exams and they have got off to a great start.  

My best wishes to all students who are now in the midst of their GCSE exams. 


