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Although the Spring Term is a short one the staff and students have packed a lot into these few short weeks. 

Reading through this newsletter you will get an insight into just some of the activities that have gone on this term 

and I am very grateful to all the staff who have given up so many hours of their time to provide the girls with 

these wonderful opportunities. I know that staff who organise these events and trips are very appreciative of any 

parents who take the time to drop an email or write a card to say thank you. During a busy term a few kind words 

of gratitude help to make all the hard work seem worthwhile.  

The Arts continue to contribute so much to the life of the school. I hope you enjoyed our hilarious production of 

Little Shop of Horrors and the outstanding musicianship on display at the Young Musician of the Year evening.  

Creativity is further evident any time I visit the Technology department. Our extremely talented textiles students 

have fashioned the most original pieces which would grace any catwalk and give Vivienne Westwood or Stella 

McCartney a run for their money. Similarly in Product Design students are working hard to complete coffee tables, 

chairs and display boxes to name just a few items using a variety of materials and intricate designs. 

You will read in the newsletter about the competitions that Maths students have entered, a visit from Matt Taylor 

of the European Space Agency attended by the GCSE Astronomy students and the trip to Juniper Hall near Dorking 

by A level Biologist  to carry out field work.  

A week in March is traditionally the time for the Language 

department to visit Europe to enable the students to    

develop their language skills and deepen their              

understanding of the cultures of Berlin, Liège, Seville and 

Paris and the A level Geographers head to Snowdonia for a 

week of rocks, rivers but hopefully little rain.  

This Easter we say farewell to Mrs Goodwin who is leaving 

the RS department to move to Saudi Arabia, to Ms Johns 

who is commencing her maternity leave and to Mr Cowan 

who retires as our Site Manager after many years service. 

We wish them all the very best for the future. Ms Meade 

has been appointed acting Head of Sixth Form and Mr 

Johnson will be the Oxbridge Coordinator whilst Ms Johns 

is on maternity leave.  

Finally can I remind you that Monday 11 April is an Inset 

day, students are due back in school on Tuesday 12 April . 

I wish you a relaxing Easter break.  

    Ms Hartley  Acting Head 
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Top 5 facts: 

1. Comet 67P is 4km in diameter 

2. Jumping 4cm on the surface would mean you will not return to the surface 

3. Philae bounced 1km on landing 

4. There is a variety of elemental and  molecular chemistry, with exciting  announcements due. 

5. It does have the shape of a rubber duck! 

 

 

Many thanks to Matt and Ewell Astronomy      

Society, especially for the model of 67P that the 

astronomers will be proudly displaying. 

A great night! 

Nonsuch astronomers were delighted to welcome Matt Taylor of the European Space Agency to update 

us all on the Rosetta Mission to comet 67P/Churyumov–Gerasimenko in February. 

Ewell Astronomy Society were  fortunate to 

have a detailed and entertaining update on 

the findings of the mission, so far. Nonsuch 

GCSE Astronomy students attended the  

evening session as guests. They were thrilled 

to be brought up to date on the mission from 

a professional astronomer. Students look    

forward to hearing further findings in the 

press, and the results of the controlled crash 

later in the year. 

Astronomy 
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Belgium Trip 2016 

On 4-5 March 47 Year 10 students travelled to Belgium to explore the battlefields of Flanders from the First 

World War. After having had rain and sleet forecast for much of the weekend we were delighted to enjoy some 

glorious spring weather. As we stood gazing out across the peaceful countryside towards Ypres, one student 

said she found the contrast between this and the mud and the horror that the soldiers and civilians would have 

experienced at the time hard to come to terms with but, over the two days we were there, there were many 

opportunities to try and imagine what it must have been like. 

After arriving in Ypres, we visited the cathedral, which had been totally destroyed during the shelling and was 

now completely restored, before walking through the town to visit the Ramparts Cemetery and Menin Gate 
where thousands of names of those who died with no known grave have been recorded. As the centenary    

commemorations continue, several new memorials have been constructed, including two marking the           
contributions of the many soldiers from India and Gurkhas from Nepal, emphasising the global nature of the 

conflict. The Indian Embassy in Belgium has produced an excellent article to accompany their memorial which 

can be read here: http://www.indembassy.be/pdf/Indian_Army_Ypres.pdf 
After the excitement of eating lunch in Ypres town square, we travelled to the Passchendaele Museum, which 

had been extensively renovated since our previous visit. The girls were able to experience the cramped         

conditions inside a dugout, and also explore a network of trenches – although these were a lot less muddy than 

the real thing! That evening we returned to the Menin Gate where Hanan Al-Sibassi and Lucy Diston laid a 

wreath on behalf of the school during a moving ceremony which also included 3 local firefighters playing the 

Last Post on their bugles, as they do every night. 

The next morning we visited Langemarck Cemetery, where tens of thousands of German soldiers are buried, 

25,000 of them in one pit. Natasha Kalesha-Kangwa and Sinay Kim placed some flowers alongside this pit to 

acknowledge the terrible waste of lives on all sides during the conflict. The cemetery also had a simple and  

moving exhibit noting that poison gas had been used for the first time very close by during the war, and that it 

had continued to be deployed at great cost since then, including in the Syria Conflict. 

We continued our day by visiting the Commonwealth Cemetery at Tyne Cot, the Flanders Fields museum in 

Ypres and the Pool of Peace mine crater, before ending at the Essex Farm medical dressing station and        

cemetery as the long-predicted rain finally began to fall. This had been the place of work for John McCrae, the 

Canadian doctor who would write “In Flanders Fields” after the death of his friend, and it was also the place of 

burial for one of the youngest soldiers to die in the conflict, aged 15 – who had lied about his age to join. 

One student, Caelan, has made a very moving video of her experiences on the trip which can be seen here: 

http://tinyurl.com/nonsuchbelgium2016.  On the following page are some other students’ thoughts on 
what they appreciated about the trip. 

  

 

History & Politics 

Tyne Cot cemetery  Passchendaele  

http://www.indembassy.be/pdf/Indian_Army_Ypres.pdf
http://tinyurl.com/nonsuchbelgium2016
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I enjoyed visiting the Passchendaele Museum and look-

ing round Menin Gate. Tyne Cot was the cemetery I 

most enjoyed visiting because you got to read the sol-

diers’ letters and get to know them more. 

I enjoyed going to the Passchendaele Museum 

because the trenches were fun to walk through. 

Belgium trip continued 
Below are some other students’ thoughts on what they appreciated about the trip. 

I really loved the Passchendaele Museum. It was very inter-

esting and gave you an insight on how the soldiers felt. 

The thing I enjoyed most about the Belgium Trip was visiting 

the Tyne Cot cemetery as it showed the extent of the amount of 

deaths. It made all the figures we had been told real and was an 

amazing experience. 

I enjoyed visiting the Tyne Cot cemetery as we could visit and 

respect all the soldiers who’d lost their lives for us. 

I enjoyed going to the Menin Gate and watching the 

ceremony, because it was good to be part of something 

so important. 

I enjoyed having some time to ourselves in the town 

square because I felt independent and had fun experi-

encing Belgium’s different culture. 

Passchendaele  

Tyne Cot cemetery  

Menin Gate  

Langemarck 
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Music 

NONSUCH YOUNG MUSICIAN COMPETITION 2016 

The annual Nonsuch Young Musician Competition took place on the evening of the 3rd March 
in the School Hall. It was an exceptional evening and the array of talent was, quite simply,  
phenomenal. All the finalists played with such maturity, expertise and musicality; it was an   
absolute delight seeing them all perform to such an incredibly high standard! The external    
adjudicator, Nicholas Miller ARAM, had the impossible task of deciding who were going to be 
the winners of each category. His decision was as follows: 
Overall Nonsuch Young Musician of the Year  - Lorna,Year 11 
Nonsuch Young Musician of the Year KS3 -  Sophia,Year 9 
Nonsuch Young Musician of the Year KS4 -  Martha and Lorna,Year 11 
Nonsuch Young Musician of the Year KS5 -  Jasmine,Year 12 
 
Nevertheless, he also made it very clear that all the finalists were winners as the standard was 
so remarkably high – they should all be extremely proud of themselves! Well done! 

Richmond upon Thames Per-
forming Arts Festival  
 
On Friday 26th February 2016,       
Sophia (Year 9) and Anastasia (Year 
8) took part in Richmond upon 
Thames Performing Arts Festival and 
won a Challenge Cup for the Best 
Performance in the Under 13 Piano 
Duet category.  Congratulations go 
to both girls! 

Nonsuch Chamber Choir  
SYWO Concert 15th March 2016 
 

The Nonsuch Chamber Choir, conducted by Miss 
Waller, performed alongside the Sutton Youth 
Wind Orchestra in their End of Term Concert at St 
Andrew’s Church, Cheam. They sang Goodall’s 
‘The Lord is my Shepherd’ followed by Schultz’s 
‘Banks of Doon’. Special congratulations to Lucy 
(Year 12) who played her solo violin part with such 
elegance and to Lorna (Year 11) who expertly   
accompanied the choir on the piano. The Head of 
the Music Service said he found the choir’s        
performance “deeply moving and a touching    
performance” and would “remember it for many 
years to come”. Congratulations to all involved!  
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Careers and work experience 

Careers & Networking Event    

This year’s careers fair was very much an alumni event. We had nearly 50 speakers and all but 4 were ex Nonsuch 

students!  They were all working at a high level in many varied career areas, which was truly inspirational to our 

students! The event could not have taken place without the help of our Year 12 & Y13 student leadership teams. 

The Year 12’s set up rooms, welcomed speakers and then went on to attend the sessions, whilst the Y13’s       

marshalled the event. Speakers were very complimentary about both the student leadership team and the students 

who attended… 

‘I think I was one of the quieter sessions but I still found it really interesting to speak with the students at such an 

important time in their education. Also it was lovely to be back in my old school, and to be able to talk about my 

'journey'.’ 

‘I thought it was a very well run event with great attendance and interest at our sessions.’ 

‘Congratulations on putting together such a well organised and (as it turned out) fun evening. This was my first 

visit to the school in 33 years!  I was surprised to have so much difficulty finding my way around the building but 

the welcome team were really helpful and friendly. I really enjoyed meeting some of the other speakers             

beforehand comparing our experiences as Nonsuch Girls.  We had fun exploring and going into the quad when we 

should have been elsewhere ....’ 

‘Your event was very well planned and all the helpers - plus the supper - delightful!  As were the "audiences".’ 

‘I just wanted to email to say thank you to the deputy head girl for such a nice welcome to the school and for 

showing me around the new library and sixth form common room. It was nice to see how the school has changed 

since I left.’ 
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Well done to all who took part in World Book Day week.  A big thank you to the House Officials who survived 

their first major event.  They did so with aplomb and did so much to ensure the smooth running of all events.  A 

thank you also to Dr Parris for her support, including the distribution of book tokens to the students. 

Aside from World Book Day week, we have also run the House Karaoke Party, which quite simply is a good    

opportunity to sing with your friends to some classic tunes on the Main School Hall stage – well done to all who 

came along.  We also ran the Y11 interhouse benchball competition, which was a welcome distraction for the 

girls in advance of the summer. 

As we go to press, the next big House event looms into 

view – the Nonsuch Interhouse Music competition (or 

N.I.M for short).  Auditions for the main event on Tuesday 

22nd March have been taking place and the finalists are 

shortly to be decided so watch this space and if you make 

it through, get practising! 

Mr Bingham 

House Coordinator  

Pavi, Ela, Zoha and Lada’s winning creation. 
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BBC SCHOOL REPORT 
Today is news day! It’s the 10th of March and the long wait is over! 
 

We have been preparing for this day since the beginning of spring 
term by having lessons every Tuesday lunch-time. We have had 
helpful tips from Huw Edwards and other people at the BBC. Today 
we get the chance to have a day in the life of a journalist;                
interviewing students and teachers, tracking down information and 
we have had the library converted into our very own newsroom! 
Our articles range from Shakespeare’s birthday to the new building 
at Nonsuch and even the Syrian refugee crisis. 

This morning we looked at newspaper articles to decide which story 
to write about. We were then able to go around the school and    
interview students and teachers on their feelings and opinion on our 
stories until 12:00pm and then it was time to start writing! When 
asked, one student who took part in school report said she was   
thoroughly enjoying the day and told us “even if it’s not your cup of 
tea, everyone should try it”. 

Overall, all the reporters greatly enjoyed the terrific experience and we are all thankful for the grand 
opportunity! THANKYOU!                                  By Orla and Maggie 
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After a year of sterling service, our House Officials team stepped down from their roles as they look ahead to their 

final summer exams and an enthusiastic new House Officials team was appointed.  The Officials of 2015-16 were a 

fantastic group of students who worked tirelessly to promote House events and introduced a number of their own 

ideas over the year.  They will be sorely missed and we wish them all the best for the future. 

The old House Officials departing their last team meeting. The new House Officials arriving for their first team meet-

The new House Officials had virtually no time to settle into their new roles before World Book Day (3rd March) 

was upon us.  We decided to run a series of events over the duration of the entire week all dedicated to our love 

of literature.  We started with the simplest event of all – ‘make the school a library day’, where students were 

rewarded with a house credit for taking time to read their own books anywhere across the school during 

lunchtime.  This was followed up with the World Book Day quiz in the Main School Hall with teams across the 

years pitting their knowledge of children’s literature against some tough questions.  Later in the week, we    

seamlessly integrated sport and literature with an inaugural Muggle Quidditch tournament, which saw two      

winning teams crowned after what can only be described as organised chaos! 

Winners: Sophie, Selina, 

June, Anebel Yr 8 and    

Maya Yr9 (image 1); Neya, 

Lithusha, Anjana Yr 7 with 

Gemma, Scarlett, Izzy and 

Megan Yr 11(image 2); and 

Niamh Yr 7- our very    

energetic snitch!  

We finished the week off in style with two events.  Firstly, the ‘flash mob’ public speaking event, where    

students, many of whom were Year 7, signed up to reading out passages of their favourite books            

spontaneously in public spaces around the school at lunchtime.  Well done to Suruthi, Tharmithaa, Yena,  

Adchaya, Sophia, Isadora, Aditri, Gabi, Eve, Matilda, Reeya, Reshmi and Abigail for being so brave!  Secondly, 

it was deadline day for the World Book Day art competition, which was to draw, paint, sculpt a scene from a 

book, or do your own cover of a book, complete a character portrait, or design a movie poster of a book 

you’d like to see made into a film.  The competition was fierce across Years 7-10 with over 40 entries in total.  

Mr Bingham with the technical expertise of Miss Cowdery selected a top 3 in each year group (the winners 

can be seen below) as well as an overall competition winner, which went to Pavi, Ela, Zoha and Lada in 7S 

for their Charlie and the Chocolate Factory scene in 3D. 

House News 
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Duke of Edinburgh Award 

 

UK Maths Team Challenges 

We were selected to participate in the 2016 UK Maths Team Competition on Thursday, 11th 
March at Trinity College.  Our team comprises Rischika and Saachi from year 8 and Khyati 
and Thulasi from year 9. It was a very fun experience with 32 other schools in the region 
competing for a place in the national final  but at the same time, very challenging as 
well.  We tried our very best working as a team, solving mathematical problems in different 
tasks.  We came 7th in the competition and enjoyed every minute of it. We wish to thank Mrs 

Cook for her help and support and look forward to the opportunity of taking part again. 
          Thulasi  year  9 
 
Intermediate Challenge 

In the 2016 UK Maths Intermediate Challenge, 2 year 11 and 3 year 10   
pupils were awarded gold certificates, 30 year 10s awarded silver           
certificates and 24 year 10s awarded bronze certificates for their       
achievements.  Three of them qualified for the following round –            
Pink Kangaroo Challenge on Thursday, 17th.  Well done girls. 
          Ms Cook 

Maths 

I am pleased to report that 76 girls have           

completed a Duke of Edinburgh Award since    

September,   including 3 at Gold Level.  Well done 

Natalie, Sarah and Sunbin.  It is not too late – and 

I would      actively encourage this - for students 

who started their Awards in 2013 to submit their 

evidence on-line and gain their Award.  After all 

their effort to complete the sections and expedition 

walks it would be a pity for the girls not to receive 

recognition for their achievements. 

Expedition season is now upon us and the first 

training walk of the year took place on Saturday 

19 March.  I’m glad the weather was kind this 

year.  Please send any queries regarding          

expeditions directly to Activ who will be able to 

assist you.  The next Expedition Training takes 

place on Monday 11 April and there is a Parents’ 

Briefing Evening beginning at 6.30pm in the 

school hall after this    training.   

Mrs Holmes 
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Pastoral News 

Newsflash:   

Some new locker space has been created as a result of the opening of the new 

building.  All girls must empty their lockers on or before Wednesday 23
rd

 March.  

Over the Easter holidays, some lockers will be moved from the Maths and History 

locker rooms to new locations to create more space for everyone to access their 

books and P.E. kits.  

Anyone affected by this will be informed before the end of term. 

Mrs Holmes – Head of Year 7 

Year 7 Energy Project 

All Year 7 students participated in the Borough Energy Project and completed an audit of energy use in the home.  

30 students won a LED torch for their poster designs encouraging energy saving in the home.  Naomi in 7S was 

chosen by Eco Local as the Nonsuch overall winner of the Schools’ Energy project poster competition.  Megan in 

7V was highly commended.  

Their competition entries are shown here.   Naomi’s poster will now go forward to be considered for the overall    

Borough winner. 
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Pastoral News 

Key Stage 3 team:-  Mrs Holmes, Miss D’Souza and Miss Bell 

We think the girls will agree that the year seems to be disappearing rapidly, but we are looking forward to some 

sunshine when we return for the Summer Term on 12
th
 April.  (11

th
 April for girls undertaking Duke of Edinburgh 

Expedition Training).  We hope the girls will take the opportunity to have some rest and relaxation over the Easter 

holidays. 

In May students in Years 8 & 9 will have school examinations.  Year 7 will undertake some tests during May and 

June in a limited number of subjects during normal lessons but it is important that the holiday period is used to 

wind down and participate in leisure pursuits and the girls are not expected to revise on a daily basis.  We suggest 

the girls take the opportunity to read a book, watch the news and participate in active leisure activities so they are 

refreshed for the term ahead. 

With lighter evenings we hope all students will aim to participate in after-school activities 

next term.  

Happy holidays! 

Key Stage 4 team:-  Mr Coy and Mr Reeve  

Spring is finally arriving at Nonsuch and it has been very encouraging to see the snowdrops and crocuses bloom-

ing in Nonsuch Park and to enjoy some sunshine after several chilly weeks. Once again the term has gone very 

quickly and Year 10s have been getting involved in activities right across the school and, indeed, across Europe! I 

have been hearing good reports from the Languages Trips to Seville, Berlin and Paris, and it was a pleasure to be 

able to take 47 students to Belgium to see the First World War battlefields. When the students all lined up politely 

for passport checks on the way home, the customs officer, after Mr Coy had admitted he was the girls’ teacher, 

said that he “must be very proud of them” – it was hard to disagree, as their behaviour had been exemplary 

throughout the trip. 

The students have continued to be involved in the Learning to Learn programme every Tuesday. This has allowed 

them to link up with students from other year groups and take on a diverse range of challenges to develop their 

confidence and learning skills. These have included orienteering with Mr Bingham, family tree planning with Mr 

Reise and Mrs Lashley’s famous “How to be Danish” course which ends with dancing and cake-eating! We are 

very grateful for all the work the tutors put in to planning and running the courses for the students.  In registration, 

students have also been learning the importance of mindfulness and mental relaxation, and Miss Hanratty’s 10.6 

have been leading the way with this, producing impressively detailed pictures from the currently very fashionable 

“grown up colouring books”!  

Meanwhile, students in Year 11 have been taking part in a number of ‘lasts’. Forms have been giving their last form 

assemblies: 11.1 stimulated our imagination, giving ideas for what Year 11 students might do with their summers, 

while 11.2 had a look at the (often large) gap between expectations and reality. Year 11 competed in their last 

Interhouse Sports Competition – benchball! The top spot was fiercely fought for, with great commitment from all 

who took part. The winning title was in contention throughout the competition, but ultimately Pluto took the prize. 

The competition was tough, but none could compete with Mr Reeve’s mighty megaphone.  

The students experience their last Parents’ Evening before the GCSE exams, where I am 

sure teachers and parents were busy encouraging students to go the extra mile to achieve 

as highly as we are all expecting them to. 

It has been an eventful half-term, and students are well underway in their preparations for 

upcoming exams (mock GCSEs, and GCSEs for Year 10 and Year 11, respectively) but we 

would like to take this opportunity to wish all students and parents a happy and restful Easter 

holiday and look forward to seeing the girls refreshed and ready for the summer term. 
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GREAT EXPECTATIONS   —  THE NEW LIBRARY AT NONSUCH 

After months of planning, designing, weeding, packing, unpacking, cleaning,      

reorganising, and getting very excited, the new library is now up and running.    

Situated on the first floor of the new building, underneath the sixth form area, the 

library has moved from a cramped and dusty corner to a brand new space at the 

heart of the school.  

Creating the new library has been an opportunity to make a lot of improvements. 

We now have lower shelving and plenty of comfy seats: ideal for key stage 3    

reading lessons and lunchtime browsing. Study tables are zoned off away from the 

fiction so that students hard at work can concentrate with fewer interruptions. The 

non-fiction is arranged around the perimeter walls in logical, Dewey Decimal order, 

making it far more accessible. The computers now have their own space in the   

corner, separated from the main library by glass doors, and we have a small     

seminar space for quiet group activities and lunchtime clubs. It is a great           

improvement, already proving very popular with students. 

Moving was also an opportunity to revamp some of the stock. During November, we 

ran a Scholastic Book Fair in the old library which attracted great interest, and we 

raised over £700 in reward points to purchase new fiction. These books – including 

titles by popular authors such as Rainbow Rowell, Patrick Ness, Zoe Sugg and John 

Boyne – are now all in circulation and it was great to have new titles to feed the 

students’ enthusiasm for reading. 

As we were packing away the stock, it was clear that there were some old or    

damaged books that just had to go. Unfortunately, there isn’t really a market for old 

school library books and many had to be sent for recycling. Some of them,        

however, have been given a new lease of life as artwork through our experiments 

with book folding. Library volunteers have been very keen to create new designs 

and we now have a popular display at the library entrance – so popular that we 

have started running a club on Friday lunchtimes to teach the craft to other       

students. 

World Book Day on 3rd March gave us another opportunity to celebrate reading. The 
House Officials got involved this year, running lots of activities around the school to 

celebrate our favourite books. Every student received a World Book Day £1     

voucher, and specially-produced short books by Rainbow Rowell and Juno Dawson 
were available for free from the library counter.  

We are always looking for opportunities to update the library stock, so if you have 

any as-new books you would like to donate then do please keep us in mind. Young 

Adult fiction, literary fiction (classics or prize shortlisted), and non-fiction published 

in the last 5 years, are all of particular interest.  

Happy Reading!            Dr. Parris 
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Jack Petchey Achievement Awards 

The Jack Petchey Foundation held the London Borough of Sutton Schools Presentation in the      

presence of the Mayor of Sutton on Monday 29 February at the Epsom Playhouse. Every Nonsuch 

2015 Award winner attended including Mrs Traynor who was presented with her Leader’s Award. It 

was an evening of celebration of the many achievements of teenagers across the Borough. Mrs    

Traynor has used her £650 grant for a P.E. initiative to support the teaching of swimming to              

non-swimmers in the school.  We are delighted with the progress of the students. 

 

This term’s Award winners are Catherine in Year 13 for her work in the Music Department and        

particularly for her work with the Year 7 Choir.  Tabby in Year 11 won an Award for her dedication to 

gymnastics.  She currently trains for 20 hours a week and in addition competes at a high level.  While 

maintaining this commitment to gymnastics she has still completed her school work. 

The Foundation’s Grant Officer visited Nonsuch on 29 February and was very pleased to meet    

members of the Nonsuch Committee and Award winners. She was impressed by the work of the  

Committee and the quality of the Award winners. 

If you know a student who should be recognised by the Jack Petchey Award Scheme please complete 

the    nomination form which can be found in the Extra-Curricular section of the school website. 

           Nicola Holmes 
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U12 London Schools Hockey  

Tournament 

On the 1st March our Under 12 hockey team went 

to Alleyn’s School to compete in a London schools 

tournament with 5 other schools. After 3 hard 

rounds of fierce playing Nonsuch came 5th in the 

plate competition. In the first match we lost 1-0 to 

Surbiton B. In the second match the score was 6-1 

to Harrodian but Sophie scored an excellent goal 

and the score line doesn’t reflect our standard of 

play. Our last match was against Surbiton C team 

and we won 1-0 thanks to Izzi who scored a goal 

with the help of Nirvana. We defended really well 

during the tournament and overall it was a great 

experience as it was our team’s first tournament!  

Hannah – Year 7 

P.E 

KS3 Badminton Players win the London Youth Games 

On the 9th March, 5 year 8 and 9 girls represented Sutton at the London Youth Games Badmin-

ton Finals at Crystal Palace. The girls played singles and doubles games in 3 matches against 

schools from Havering, Hillingdon and Barnet. The girls played brilliantly and were undefeated 

on the day, winning the overall KS3 London Badminton competition. This means they have 

qualified for Nationals which will be held in Milton Keynes in April. Huge congratulations to all of 

the girls! 
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Surrey Schools Swimming Championships 

We are delighted to report that, at the Surrey Schools 
Swimming Championships that took place at the Guildford 
Spectrum on Saturday 12 March, the Nonsuch team all  
performed very well.  Each of the girls achieved personal 
best times.  In addition, at the strongest Championships of 
the year we walked away with a Gold and Silver medal.   
 
 Year 7 : Hannah  Gold Medal  Surrey Junior Back-

stroke Champion 

 Year 8: Gabby set personal best time. 

 Year 9: Alice Silver Medal Surrey Intermediate Back-

stroke.  

Surrey Schools Netball Championships 

On Saturday 12 March the Year 7, 8 and 9 Netball teams contested the title of Borough Champions. 

It is always a very competitive tournament and our girls really entered into the spirit of the morning. 

The Year 7 team are building a strong cohesive unit and, after a short time together, played with    

tenacity coming 4th overall with strong wins against Overton and Carshalton Girls. The Year 8 team 

were crowned runners up thanks to accurate shooting from Emma and Abbie and powerful               

interceptions from Alexis and Elizabeth in the defensive third. The Year 9 team have had a disrupted 

season, in terms of fixtures, however they played some exceptional netball due to their commitment 

to training and were crowned undisputed champions. They beat all their opposition by at least 8 goals 

with the biggest win being 14-2 (in ten minutes). We are so proud of all the girls’ efforts and     

achievements – well done! 

Individual Achievement 

Sophie in 7N competed at the London GfA floor and vault competition in Essex on 6 March.  She won the vault 

trophy at the competition as she had the best vault score.  This was an excellent achievement in a large compe-

tition.  Well done Sophie! 
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Tennis coaching in the summer term 

After Easter we will be running a tennis coaching programme on Mondays and Tuesdays after 

school (3.30-4.30pm). Letters with the full details are available through Frog and payment can 

be made on Parent Pay. 

 

We hope many of you will take up the opportunity to improve your tennis skills and work with 

professional tennis coaches. 

 

All abilities welcome with groups  

being split accordingly. 

Surrey Sports Acrobatics Competition 

The Gymnastics Squad competed in the Surrey Schools Sports Acrobatics Competition at Streatham and Clap-

ham High School on Wednesday 16 March.  The team included some girls who were representing the school for 

the first time and they rose to the challenge and performed very well.  The A Team achieved 4
th
 place, just 0.2 

marks away from the Bronze medal and in the B Team competition the girls won the Bronze medal, and narrowly 

missed Silver by 0.3.   Our young team will build on this achievement in the future.  The girls will be performing at 

the Gym and Dance Display in April and would welcome everyone to come and support them. 

A Team 

Secoura, Anya, Chloe, Becky, Deedee, Sophia, 

Maya, Erin 

B Team 

Jessica, Nicole, Lada, Ella, Theodora, Molly, 

Amara, Albina 

Well done! 
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Drama 

Year 12 and 13 Performance Exams A Hit! 
On March 2nd 2016, the year 12 drama students performed the play Night Mother by Marsha Norman. It was      

performed in a naturalistic style reflecting that of practitioner Konstantin Stanislavski. The rehearsal process       
included theory lessons in which we developed our naturalistic acting skills to enable us to better understand our    

characters and their situation. The play followed the heart breaking story of a mother and her suicidal daughter, 
Jessie. Despite the mother’s desperate attempts to prevent Jessie from killing herself, her determined daughter 

eventually succeeded. Although the play centred on an extremely sensitive and emotional topic, we enjoyed       
performing using the style of Stanislavski which we had never previously explored in such detail. Overall, we were 

all successful in putting on an emotional but enjoyable performance with the brilliant help of Ms Lovatt, Mrs Lashley 

and Mr Burston.          Amy & Yashmita 

On the 2nd March, audiences were captivated by the Year 13 Drama students who performed a devised piece that 
they had been working on for five months. True to the style of Documentary Theatre, all the speech used was taken 

from factual sources such as interviews, articles and videos. The piece explored the stories and treatment of       

refugees across the last century. While it is quite a sensitive topic, the class still had great fun in rehearsals.  ‘We 
particularly enjoyed the many occasions we got strange looks after being caught talking to ourselves in a Middle 

Eastern accent. Thanks so much to everyone that watched and gave such positive feedback. Special thanks go to 
Rosabelle and Hannah for the many hours we made them stay after school, and to Ms Lovatt and Mrs Lashley for all 

the help and food they gave us. We made a good team.’  

      Emma, Pooranya, Yuen-Wah, Corinne, Nadia, Sam and Amy 

Little Shop of Horrors 
On the 10th and 11th of February audiences were awed by 

Nonsuch’s musical, Little Shop of Horrors. Not only was the 
production exciting, fresh and funny but it allowed for a num-

ber of Nonsuch firsts. For the first time ever in  Nonsuch musi-
cal history pupils had to sing in harmony in a musical, had to  

interact with a man- eating plant and true to the previous  
caveat, be eaten by said plant. 

As per usual the rehearsal period was very short, with only 2 
hours a week and a full day rehearsal the Sunday before 

opening night. Therefore the girls had to work especially hard 
during January with a lot of extra rehearsals and their dedica-

tion paid off.  They promised us commitment and we got it! 

They were full of fun in rehearsals, we worked hard but the 
atmosphere was great.  

The Sunday before opening night we finally got ‘The Plant’ 

which was very exciting. We soon realised the sheer         

magnitude and weight of ‘The Plant’ when we went to       
manipulate the plant puppet but it was so heavy that we 

couldn’t!  Luckily our PGCE Drama teacher stepped into the 
breach – or the plant as it were – and we are incredibly grate-

ful. This was also the day where we finally had access to the 

full band, who were mostly professionals, along with girls from 
the school. It sounded amazing and lifted the whole  produc-

tion. 

On opening night the girls were very excited and as the    

preparations back stage went on they got a little nervous.  
The moment the lights went up their star quality came 

through and they performed amazingly. They have all made 
us very proud and we thank them for their fantastic               

performances and their great spirits. 

Ms Lovatt & Mrs Lashley 

 


